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Abstract: This study investigates the impact of visual aids on improving vocabulary acquisition among primary 
school learners. Visual tools such as flashcards, pictures, charts, and multimedia resources are widely recognized 
for enhancing students’ motivation, attention, and memory retention. The research examines how visual aids help 
young learners understand new words, connect meanings to images, and improve long-term recall. Findings 
reveal that visual aids significantly increase learning effectiveness by creating an engaging classroom environment 
and supporting learners with different learning styles. The study concludes that incorporating visual materials into 
vocabulary instruction is an effective strategy in primary education.    
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Introduction: Vocabulary knowledge is a fundamental 
component of language learning, particularly for 
primary school learners who rely heavily on concrete 
representations to understand new concepts. In 
modern classrooms, teachers increasingly use visual 
aids—such as pictures, flashcards, realia, and digital 
media—to support comprehension and enhance 
learning efficiency. Visual materials provide learners 
with meaningful and memorable associations, reducing 
cognitive load and making abstract words more 
accessible. 

Despite the growing interest in visual-based teaching, 
many teachers still depend on traditional methods such 
as rote memorization. Therefore, it is essential to 
explore how visual aids influence vocabulary 
acquisition and whether they contribute to improved 
learning outcomes among young learners. This study 
aims to analyze the effectiveness of visual aids in 
enhancing vocabulary mastery in primary school 
students. 

LITERATURE REVIEW  

Paivio’s Dual Coding Theory (2006) highlights that 
information is processed more effectively when 
presented through both verbal and visual channels. 
This theory suggests that visual aids strengthen 
memory by creating dual mental representations. 
Supporting this idea, Alqahtani (2015) found that visual 

support significantly improves word recall, especially 
among young learners who benefit from concrete 
stimuli. 

Mayer’s Multimedia Learning Theory (2020) further 
emphasizes that combining images with text increases 
comprehension and reduces cognitive overload. These 
findings indicate that visual aids can facilitate deeper 
learning and better retention. 

Çakmak and Işık (2021) conducted research on primary 
school learners and concluded that students taught 
with flashcards and picture dictionaries scored higher 
on vocabulary tests than those taught traditionally. 
Similarly, Sadeghi and Farzizadeh (2022) highlighted 
the positive effects of digital visuals, showing that 
animated images and video materials improve learners’ 
motivation and recall. 

Uzbek scholars also emphasize the effectiveness of 
visual materials. Karimova (2018) thoroughly 
investigated the role of visual aids in enhancing 
vocabulary development among primary school 
learners. Rakhmonov (2019) noted that pictorial 
demonstrations make the processes of quick 
memorization and comprehension easier for young 
children. 

METHODOLOGY 

 Research Design: This study employed a quantitative 
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research design to examine the effect of visual aids on 
vocabulary acquisition. A pre-test and post-test 
approach was used to compare learners’ vocabulary 
levels before and after the intervention. 

 Participants. The participants included 30 primary 
school learners aged 8–10 from a local school. The class 
was randomly divided into two groups: 

Experimental group (15 students) – taught using visual 
aids 

Control group (15 students) – taught using traditional 
methods. 

Two vocabulary tests (pre-test and post-test) were 
developed based on the school’s curriculum. Additional 
instructional materials included flashcards, real-life 
pictures, charts, and digital images. 

1. Both groups were given the same pre-test. 

2. The experimental group received vocabulary 
instruction using visual aids for four weeks. 

3. The control group learned vocabulary through 
translation and repetition. 

4. At the end of the intervention, both groups 
completed a post-test. 

5. The results were compared to measure 
improvement. 

Data Analysis 

Test scores were analyzed using percentage 
comparison to evaluate the increase in vocabulary 
acquisition. 

RESULTS 

The comparison between pre-test and post-test results 
shows a significant difference: 

Group Pre-test Average Post-test Average
 Improvement 

Experimental 56% 87% +31% 

Control 54% 67% +13% 

 

Students in the experimental group showed notably 
higher improvement compared to the control group. 
Learners reported that visual aids made lessons more 
interesting, easier to understand, and more 
memorable. 

DISCUSSION 

The findings indicate that visual aids play a crucial role 
in helping young learners acquire vocabulary more 
effectively. The experimental group’s substantial 
improvement confirms the theoretical claims made by 
Paivio (2006) and Mayer (2020) that visuals enhance 

comprehension and memory. 

Visual aids helped students form strong associations 
between words and images, facilitating faster recall. 
The increased motivation observed in the experimental 
group aligns with Sadeghi & Farzizadeh’s (2022) 
findings regarding digital visuals. These results highlight 
the importance of using pictures, flashcards, and 
multimedia tools, especially with young learners who 
rely on concrete representations. 
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Traditional methods also led to some improvement but 
were less effective, proving that visual support is a 
more efficient approach for vocabulary development. 

CONCLUSION 

The study concludes that visual aids significantly 
improve vocabulary acquisition among primary school 
learners. Visual tools not only enhance comprehension 
but also increase motivation and engagement. 
Teachers are encouraged to integrate flashcards, 
pictures, charts, and digital visuals into vocabulary 
lessons to create a more effective and enjoyable 
learning experience. 

Future research may explore long-term effects of 
digital vs. printed visual materials or investigate visual 
aids in different language learning contexts. 
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