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Abstract: The teaching of English as a foreign language at the primary education level is a key factor in the
development of young learners in Uzbekistan. As globalization and international communication increase, the
importance of English proficiency is undeniable. However, teaching English to primary school students involves
unique challenges, including the developmental stages of language acquisition, teacher qualifications, lack of
resources, and student motivation. This article examines these challenges and presents practical, methodological
solutions based on current pedagogical approaches and modern educational trends. The methodological focus on
interactive, play-based learning, the integration of multimedia resources, and teacher training is critical to
enhancing the quality of English language education for young learners.
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Introduction: In Uzbekistan, primary education serves
as the cornerstone for children's academic
development, and the introduction of English at this
level is crucial for future academic success and career
opportunities. English language teaching at primary
education levels faces specific challenges due to
cognitive development and age-specific needs. The
introduction of English at an early stage requires a
methodological approach that considers the best
practices in child language development, engagement,
and language acquisition. This paper discusses the
challenges and provides solutions based on current
trends and methodological practices in teaching English
to young learners. At the primary education level,
students are still developing their mother tongue, and
introducing a foreign language can be challenging. This
developmental phase requires careful attention to
ensure that language learning does not hinder the first
language development. Cognitive load must be
managed by using simpler structures and vocabulary
and encouraging active participation. According to
research (Kuzmina & Umarova, 2021), the use of
contextual learning methods and interactive
techniques, such as visual aids, storytelling, and songs,
enhances comprehension and retention. The emphasis
should be on communicative language teaching that

International Journal of Pedagogics

prioritizes listening and speaking in early lessons.

Play-based learning is effective in developing language
skills among primary education students. Children
engage in activities that mirror real-life contexts and
enjoy the process of acquiring a new language through
play. Games, role-plays, and collaborative group
activities can foster language use in a natural setting.
Educators are increasingly adopting project-based
learning and integrating interactive tools such as digital
platforms and language apps (Guluzade & Shagirov,
2022). This approach allows learners to engage with the
language in an enjoyable and contextually rich
environment. Visual aids, multimedia tools, and digital
resources have become integral in the modern
language classroom. These resources cater to the visual
and auditory senses of children, making learning more
engaging and memorable. Recent research supports
the use of digital storytelling and multimedia content in
teaching young learners (Jaspar & Aliyeva, 2023). For
example, showing English videos related to daily life
can create a meaningful context for learning and can
help bridge the gap between abstract concepts and
real-world application.

Teacher Training and Professional Development.
Effective teaching of English requires teachers to be
adequately trained in both language instruction and
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child development. The lack of specialized teacher
training in many areas leads to gaps in instructional
quality. Investment in teacher education, particularly in
areas such as second language acquisition, classroom
management, and technology integration, is vital.
Modern teacher development programs include
workshops focused on interactive and communicative
language teaching methods (Lana & Azimova, 2024).

Motivation and Classroom Management. Motivating
young learners and maintaining classroom discipline
are fundamental to successful language acquisition.
Children at this age are prone to distractions, and
teachers must use engaging strategies to keep students
interested in learning. Positive reinforcement,
gamification, and differentiated instruction are crucial
in  maintaining student motivation (Sabirov &
Mukhitdinova, 2022). Recognizing small achievements
and fostering a supportive learning environment can
boost student confidence and enthusiasm.

Challenges in Primary Education English Teaching are
considered following:

1. Limited Resources and Materials
2. Cultural and Linguistic Barriers
3. Motivational Challenges

One of the major challenges is the insufficient access to
quality educational resources, including digital tools,
modern textbooks, and multimedia materials. This
limits the teacher’s ability to implement innovative
teaching methods. Schools should seek partnerships
with educational organizations and governmental
bodies to ensure the availability of resources
(Khusainov & Rakhmanov, 2023). Additionally, teachers
can use low-cost, everyday materials for creating
engaging lessons.

The gap between the mother tongue (Uzbek) and
English poses challenges in pronunciation, grammar,
and vocabulary usage. Also, students may not
immediately see the relevance of learning English in the
local context. It is essential to integrate culturally
relevant content into lessons. For instance,
incorporating local stories and traditions alongside
English-language learning can increase student interest
and bridge cultural gaps (Imamova & Tashkent, 2021).

Despite the importance of English, primary school
students may not fully understand its significance,
leading to lack of interest and engagement. Teachers
must design lessons that align with students'
immediate interests and needs. Teachers should
create an environment that celebrates English
language use through creative projects and student-
centered activities. Introducing incentives such as
certificates, awards, and public recognition can also
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foster motivation.
CONCLUSION

The teaching of English in primary education in
Uzbekistan is essential for the country’s future
development in a globalized world. However, the

challenges  outlined—ranging  from cognitive
development issues and lack of resources to
motivational barriers—require a comprehensive,

methodological approach. By incorporating play-based
learning, interactive digital tools, and professional
teacher development, these challenges can be
effectively addressed. This will ensure that primary
education students acquire a strong foundation in
English, which will benefit them academically and
professionally.
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