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ABSTRACT

Enhancing lexical competence among English language learners (ELLs) in grades 5-9 is essential for academic success
and effective communication. This article outlines various instructional strategies aimed at fostering vocabulary
development in ELL students. Key techniques discussed include contextualized vocabulary instruction, word mapping,
the use of multimedia resources, collaborative learning, word games, explicit teaching of word learning strategies,
extensive reading, and regular review and assessment. By implementing these strategies, educators can create a
supportive learning environment that empowers ELLs to build their vocabulary, leading to improved language
proficiency and confidence in communication.
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INTRODUCTION

In the rapidly evolving landscape of education, techniques that educators can employ to foster
enhancing lexical competence among English vocabulary development in ELL students.
language learners (ELLs) in grades 5-9 has become a

. I . Contextualized vocabulary instruction is one of the
crucial objective. Lexical competence refers to a ry

learner's ability to understand and effectively use most effective methods for teaching vocabulary. This

vocabulary, which is essential for academic success and approach emphasizes teaching words  within

social communication. This article outlines practical meaningful contexts rather than in isolation. By
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presenting new vocabulary through stories, thematic
units, or real-life scenarios, students can better grasp
the meanings and applications of words.

For example, during a science unit on ecosystems,
educators can introduce vocabulary such as "habitat,"
"species," and "biodiversity" through relevant texts,
videos, or hands-on experiments. In one lesson,
teachers might have students create a small garden (or
virtual garden) to explore the concept of habitat
diversity, using new vocabulary to describe their
observations.

To assess understanding, teachers can ask students to
create their sentences using the new vocabulary or
have them illustrate a scene that includes the
vocabulary words, reinforcing their understanding
through creative expression. Such activities promote
active learning and make vocabulary more memorable.

Word mapping is a powerful graphic organizer that
aids in vocabulary retention. This technique allows
students to dissect a word, exploring its definition,
synonyms, antonyms, and usage in sentences.

A typical word map includes sections for the word’s
definition, synonyms, antonyms, related forms, a
sentence using the word, and a drawing or image that
represents the word. This multi-faceted approach
caters to various learning styles.

Teachers can introduce this strategy at the beginning
of a unit and have students continuously add to their
maps as they encounter the word in different contexts.
Digital tools, such as interactive whiteboards or apps
like Padlet, can enhance this activity, making it visually
appealing and engaging. Moreover, students can
present their word maps to the class, fostering public
speaking skills and peer learning.

Incorporating multimedia resources can significantly
enrich vocabulary learning experiences. Tools such as
videos, podcasts, and interactive online games provide
diverse methods for students to encounter and engage
with new vocabulary. For instance, using short clips
from documentaries or educational YouTube channels
can introduce academic vocabulary related to specific
subjects, making learning relevant and exciting.
Podcasts focused on student-friendly topics can also
provide exposure to new words in a natural context.

Websites like Kahoot! or Quizlet can be used to create
fun, interactive vocabulary quizzes that reinforce
learning. Teachers can assign specific challenges
related to their curriculum to encourage practice
outside the classroom.

Creating infographics or multimedia presentations that
illustrate vocabulary concepts can cater to visual
learners and help all students better retain
information. For example, students could use tools like
Canva to create an infographic summarizing key
vocabulary from a reading assignment.

Collaborative learning strategies are instrumental in
building lexical competence by encouraging
interaction and dialogue among students.

Pairing ELLs with native speakers or more proficient
peers fosters a supportive learning environment.
These partnerships allow for modeling of vocabulary
use in conversation, enhancing both language and
social skills.

Implementing group projects that require the use of
specific vocabulary can promote collaboration. For
instance, students might work in teams to create a
presentation on a topic, ensuring they incorporate
targeted vocabulary. Each group could be responsible
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for teaching their peers about their topic, reinforcing
their understanding of the vocabulary through
teaching.

Structured discussions around a text or theme
encourage students to articulate their thoughts using
new vocabulary, enhancing both speaking and
listening skills. Utilizing "think-pair-share" activities can
ensure that all students have the opportunity to
participate and practice using vocabulary in a
supportive environment.

Engaging students in word games and activities is an
effective way to make vocabulary learning enjoyable.

Incorporating a mix of games—such as word search
puzzles, crossword puzzles, or online games like
Scrabble and Pictionary—can cater to different
learning preferences.

Organizing vocabulary competitions, like spelling bees
or vocabulary challenges, can motivate students to
study and use new words. Setting up friendly
competitions where students earn points for correctly
using vocabulary in sentences can foster a sense of
accomplishment.

Activities like creating a comic strip or a skit using
target vocabulary can also engage students creatively
while reinforcing their understanding of word
meanings and usages. By acting out scenarios,
students can contextualize vocabulary in a dynamic
way, further solidifying their understanding.

Teaching students specific word learning strategies
can empower them to become independent learners
and enhance their vocabulary acquisition.

Educators should model how to infer meanings from
context by demonstrating how to read around a word
in a sentence. Furthermore, teaching students to break
down words into prefixes, suffixes, and roots can help
them understand unfamiliar words. For example,
knowing that "un-" means "not" can help students
decipher the meaning of "unhappy."

Encourage students to create their mnemonics or
memory aids for challenging vocabulary. This personal
connection can aid in retention and recall. For instance,
a student might remember the word "abundant" by
visualizing a "bun" overflowing with "dant" (gold),
making the word more memorable.

Encouraging extensive reading is one of the most
effective strategies for vocabulary acquisition.

Providing a wide range of reading materials that reflect
students' interests and cultural backgrounds can foster
a love for reading. Options could include fiction, non-
fiction, graphic novels, and magazines that resonate
with their experiences. Teachers might also consider
allowing students to choose their reading materials,
promoting autonomy and engagement.

Implementing reading programs or challenges can
motivate students to read more. For example, creating
a "Reading Bingo" card with different genres or types
of texts encourages students to explore various
reading experiences.

After reading, having students discuss what they’ve
read in small groups or journal about their reflections
can deepen their engagement and reinforce new
vocabulary. This reflection process allows students to
connect new vocabulary to their personal experiences
and thoughts.
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Regular review and assessment of vocabulary
knowledge are crucial for retention and application.

Conducting short quizzes or interactive activities can
help gauge students’ understanding and recall of
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CONCLUSION

Enhancing lexical competence in English language
learners in grades 5-9 requires intentional, engaging
instructional strategies. By employing techniques such
as contextualized instruction, multimedia resources,
various interactive

collaborative learning, and

activities, educators can «create a supportive
environment that fosters vocabulary development. As
students build their lexical competence, they will not
only improve their language skills but also gain the
confidence necessary for academic success and
effective communication in English. Investing in
vocabulary instruction is vital for empowering ELLs to
thrive in their educational journeys. Through these
multifaceted approaches, educators can significantly
impact ELL students, equipping them with the

vocabulary they need to succeed in school and beyond.

Instruction: Engaging ELLs through Word Games
and Activities. TESOL Journal, 9(4), 754-774.
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