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Abstract: This article provides a scientific and pedagogical analysis of national and international experiences in 
developing reading effectiveness. The study examines the theoretical foundations of reading literacy 
development, the requirements of international assessment programs, and effective pedagogical approaches 
implemented in the educational systems of Finland, Singapore, the United States, and the United Kingdom. In 
addition, the reforms carried out in the education system of Uzbekistan and the opportunities of modern 
educational technologies for improving students' reading effectiveness are analyzed. The findings indicate that 
interactive teaching methods, independent reading, critical thinking, and a competency-based approach are 
significant factors in enhancing reading effectiveness. 
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Introduction: In the context of globalization, improving 

the quality and effectiveness of education has become 

one of the most important priorities facing countries 

around the world. In particular, the development of 

reading literacy and reading efficiency among primary 

school students has gained special significance. Reading 

efficiency encompasses a learner’s ability to read texts 

accurately, fluently, consciously, and expressively, as 

well as to analyze, evaluate, and apply the information 

obtained from reading in practical situations. These 

competencies serve as essential prerequisites for 

successful learning in subsequent stages of education 

and for the acquisition of lifelong skills. 

Extensive international research has been conducted on 

the development of students’ reading literacy. In 

particular, the Progress in International Reading 

Literacy Study (PIRLS), organized by the International 

Association for the Evaluation of Educational 

Achievement (IEA), assesses primary school students’ 

abilities to comprehend and utilize written texts. The 

findings of these studies indicate that student-centered 

learning, interactive teaching methods, the 

development of critical thinking skills, and the 

integration of modern information and communication 

technologies play a crucial role in enhancing reading 

efficiency. 

Various innovative approaches to improving reading 

efficiency have been developed in the educational 

systems of advanced countries. For example, the 

Finnish education system prioritizes the development of 

independent reading habits, the promotion of reading 

culture, and individualized instruction. In Singapore, 

reading instruction is integrated with communication-

based activities, strategic text-processing techniques, 

and higher-order thinking skills development. In the 

United States and the United Kingdom, methods such as 

Guided Reading, Shared Reading, and Reading 

Workshop are widely used to strengthen students’ 

reading comprehension and analytical competencies. 

In recent years, the Republic of Uzbekistan has 

implemented comprehensive educational reforms 

aimed at aligning its education system with 
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international standards, developing students’ 

functional literacy, and achieving successful outcomes 

in international assessment programs. The introduction 

of new-generation textbooks, competency-based 

educational standards, and modern pedagogical and 

information technologies has contributed significantly 

to improving students’ reading efficiency. Furthermore, 

the application of interactive methods, media 

technologies, modular learning elements, and 

approaches focused on organizing students’ 

independent learning activities has expanded 

opportunities for enhancing the effectiveness of 

reading instruction. 

At the same time, the comparative analysis of national 

and international experiences, the study of advanced 

pedagogical approaches, and their adaptation to local 

educational practices remain important scientific and 

pedagogical challenges. Therefore, the purpose of this 

study is to analyze national and international 

experiences related to the development of reading 

efficiency, identify their distinctive characteristics, and 

substantiate their effective application in primary 

education practice. The issue of developing reading 

efficiency is one of the priority directions in 

contemporary educational research worldwide. 

Modern education systems emphasize not only the 

mastery of reading techniques but also the 

development of students’ abilities to comprehend, 

analyze, interpret, evaluate, and apply information 

obtained from texts. Consequently, various countries 

have developed effective methods and technologies 

aimed at improving reading literacy. 

Analysis of National Experience 

In Uzbekistan’s education system, the development of 

students’ reading literacy is recognized as a strategic 

priority of educational policy. The State Educational 

Standards and national curricula for primary education 

place special emphasis on developing students’ abilities 

to work with texts, analyze information, think logically, 

and communicate effectively. New-generation 

textbooks recommend the use of interactive teaching 

strategies and methods such as problem-based 

situations, logical tasks, clustering, KWL (Know–Want to 

Know–Learned), INSERT, FSMU, cinquain, and 

brainstorming techniques. These methods enhance 

students’ interest in reading, foster independent 

thinking, and contribute to a deeper understanding of 

textual content. 

In addition, the integration of multimedia tools, 

electronic textbooks, video materials, and digital 

technologies into reading lessons serves as an 

important factor in increasing students’ learning 

engagement. Particularly, within the framework of 

preparation for PIRLS assessments, the implementation 

of tasks focused on reading comprehension and text 

analysis has had a positive impact on improving reading 

efficiency. 

Finnish Experience 

Finland is recognized as one of the world’s leading 

educational systems. Finnish schools place considerable 

emphasis on fostering a culture of reading among 

students. From an early age, children are actively 

involved in library activities and encouraged to engage 

in independent reading. Teachers primarily act as 

facilitators and mentors, while students’ interests and 

individual characteristics are taken into account 

throughout the learning process. Reading instruction is 

designed to develop critical thinking, problem-solving 

abilities, and creativity as key educational objectives. 

Singaporean Experience 

The Singaporean education system is based on the 

principle of “Teach Less, Learn More.” This approach 

encourages students to think independently and 

actively construct knowledge. Reading lessons 

frequently involve text analysis, discussions, question-

and-answer activities, and collaborative learning 

strategies. Students are taught to identify essential 

information within texts, determine main ideas, and 

critically evaluate authors’ viewpoints. Such practices 

contribute significantly to the development of reading 

comprehension and analytical thinking skills. 

Experience of the United States 

In the United States, reading literacy is promoted 

through instructional approaches such as Guided 

Reading, Shared Reading, and Reading Workshop. In the 

Guided Reading approach, teachers work with small 

groups and provide reading tasks tailored to students’ 

individual reading levels. The Reading Workshop model 

allows students to select books independently, engage 

in reading activities, and share their reflections with 

peers. These methods not only increase students’ 

motivation to read but also strengthen their reading 

comprehension skills. 
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Experience of the United Kingdom 

In the United Kingdom, literary texts serve as a primary 

tool for developing reading literacy. Through reading 

works from various genres, students enhance not only 

their reading proficiency but also their aesthetic 

appreciation. Instructional approaches such as Reading 

for Meaning, Reciprocal Reading, and Questioning the 

Author are widely employed in classrooms. These 

methods help students achieve deeper comprehension 

of texts, develop critical thinking abilities, and draw 

independent conclusions. 

The analysis of national and international experiences 

demonstrates that improving reading efficiency 

requires the integration of innovative pedagogical 

technologies, student-centered learning approaches, 

and modern educational resources. The adaptation and 

implementation of effective international practices 

within the context of Uzbekistan’s educational system 

can significantly contribute to enhancing students’ 

reading literacy and overall academic achievement. 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

The development of reading efficiency is considered 

one of the important research areas in pedagogy, 

psychology, and educational methodology. Scientific 

studies conducted on this issue provide theoretical and 

practical foundations for the development of students’ 

reading skills, reading comprehension, critical thinking, 

and information-processing competencies. 

The psychological and pedagogical foundations of 

reading activities have been extensively discussed in the 

scholarly works of L.S. Vygotsky, J. Piaget, J. Bruner, and 

D. Ausubel. L.S. Vygotsky associated the reading process 

with an individual’s cognitive development and 

substantiated the importance of social interaction and 

collaborative learning in knowledge acquisition. His 

theory of the “Zone of Proximal Development” 

highlights the necessity of adopting individualized 

approaches in organizing students’ reading activities. J. 

Piaget, on the other hand, emphasized that students’ 

levels of text comprehension depend on their age-

related and intellectual developmental stages. Issues 

related to reading literacy and reading comprehension 

have also been widely investigated by international 

scholars. 

The studies conducted by P. Pearson and D. Johnson 

demonstrated that the use of metacognitive strategies 

during the reading process facilitates deeper text 

comprehension among students. M. Pressley’s research 

revealed that the application of effective reading 

strategies significantly improves students’ reading 

outcomes. According to Pressley, strategies such as 

predicting, questioning, summarizing, and reflection are 

among the key factors contributing to reading 

efficiency. Research carried out by J. Guthrie and A. 

Wigfield identified students’ reading motivation and 

interest as direct determinants of reading achievement. 

The scholars argued that the higher the learner’s 

intrinsic motivation, the greater their engagement with 

texts and the higher their reading efficiency. 

Among international studies devoted to the assessment 

and development of reading literacy, the Progress in 

International Reading Literacy Study (PIRLS) and the 

Programme for International Student Assessment 

(PISA) occupy a significant place. PIRLS evaluates 

primary school students’ ability to comprehend literary 

and informational texts. The findings indicate that 

reading efficiency is closely associated with teaching 

methods, the home literacy environment, and 

educational resources. In contrast, PISA focuses on 

students’ ability to apply information obtained from 

texts in real-life situations, considering this competency 

as a key indicator of reading literacy. 

The studies of Russian scholars such as N.N. 

Svetlovskaya, T.G. Ramzayeva, M.R. Lvov, and V.G. 

Goretskiy examine methodologies for developing 

reading skills in primary education, as well as 

approaches to fostering conscious and expressive 

reading. These researchers emphasize that systematic 

work with texts and the organization of students’ 

independent thinking activities are essential factors in 

improving reading efficiency. 

The issue has also been investigated from various 

perspectives by Uzbek educational scholars. The 

scientific works of K. Qosimova, S. Matchonov, T. 

Gafforova, H. Gulomova, M. Ahmedova, and other 

methodologists focus on the methodology of organizing 

reading lessons in primary schools, developing 

students’ reading skills, and implementing effective 

text-based instructional technologies. In particular, K. 

Qosimova developed methodological foundations for 

fostering conscious, fluent, and expressive reading skills 

in primary school students. S. Matchonov paid special 

attention to the development of reading culture and the 
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promotion of independent reading activities among 

primary school learners. 

In recent years, research on improving reading 

efficiency has increasingly focused on the potential of 

interactive teaching methods and educational 

technologies. The scientific works of R. 

Ishmukhamedov, N. Azizkhojayeva, O. Tolipov, and M. 

Usmonboyeva describe interactive methods as effective 

tools for enhancing students’ engagement, promoting 

independent thinking, and ensuring educational 

effectiveness. 

The analysis of the reviewed literature indicates that 

although the issue of developing reading efficiency has 

been studied from various perspectives, insufficient 

attention has been paid to the development of primary 

school students’ reading efficiency through interactive 

methods within a modular learning environment. 

Therefore, conducting further scientific research in this 

area is both theoretically and practically significant. 

METHODOLOGY 

The purpose of this study was to conduct a scientific and 

pedagogical analysis of national and international 

experiences related to the development of reading 

efficiency and to determine their significance for 

primary education practice. The research methodology 

was based on learner-centered, competency-based, 

system-activity, and comparative analytical approaches 

to education. 

A combination of general scientific and specialized 

pedagogical research methods was employed 

throughout the study. First, national and international 

scientific literature, including monographs, 

dissertations, scholarly articles, methodological 

manuals, and regulatory documents related to the 

research problem, were reviewed and analyzed. The 

content analysis method was applied to identify and 

systematize the key factors, methods, and pedagogical 

approaches influencing the development of reading 

efficiency. 

The theoretical foundation of the study was formed by 

the scholarly perspectives of international researchers 

such as L.S. Vygotsky, J. Piaget, J. Bruner, M. Pressley, P. 

Pearson, and J. Guthrie, as well as Uzbek scholars 

including K. Qosimova, S. Matchonov, T. Gafforova, H. 

Gulomova, and others who have contributed 

significantly to the field of reading literacy 

development. Based on these scientific sources, the 

essence, structural components, and developmental 

mechanisms of reading efficiency were identified and 

clarified. 

The comparative analytical method was used to 

examine pedagogical approaches aimed at improving 

reading efficiency in the educational systems of Finland, 

Singapore, the United States, the United Kingdom, and 

Uzbekistan. Through comparative analysis, the study 

identified the specific features of teaching methods, 

educational technologies, assessment criteria, and 

learning environments that contribute to the 

development of students’ reading literacy. 

Furthermore, the results of international assessment 

programs, particularly the Progress in International 

Reading Literacy Study (PIRLS) and the Programme for 

International Student Assessment (PISA), were analyzed 

to explore contemporary trends in reading literacy 

development. The assessment criteria and indicators 

employed within these programs were compared with 

national educational practices, and their significance in 

enhancing students’ reading efficiency was evaluated. 

The study also employed methods of analysis, synthesis, 

induction, deduction, generalization, and 

systematization. These methods facilitated the 

integration of theoretical perspectives and practical 

experiences related to reading efficiency development, 

enabling the identification of their interrelationships 

and pedagogical potential. Logical analysis and 

comparative generalization techniques were used to 

process the collected data and formulate scientific 

conclusions. 

As a result, the common and distinctive features of 

national and international experiences in developing 

reading efficiency were identified, and effective 

pedagogical approaches applicable to primary 

education practice were described. 

The scientific significance of the research methodology 

lies in the fact that advanced international experiences 

and national educational practices related to reading 

efficiency development were analyzed within a unified 

pedagogical framework. This provided a theoretical 

basis for the development of methodological 

recommendations aimed at improving reading literacy 

among primary school students. 

RESULTS 
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During the study, national and international 

experiences related to the development of reading 

efficiency were comparatively analyzed. The findings 

revealed that contemporary educational systems adopt 

a comprehensive approach to the development of 

students’ reading literacy. In particular, advanced 

educational systems view reading not merely as a 

process of decoding texts but as a means of developing 

critical thinking, information analysis, problem-solving 

abilities, and communicative competencies. 

The analysis of the Finnish educational system 

demonstrated that fostering a culture of reading, 

encouraging independent reading habits, and 

establishing individualized learning pathways are 

among the key factors contributing to reading 

efficiency. Particular attention is given to developing 

students’ intrinsic motivation for reading, which 

contributes significantly to their high performance in 

international assessment programs. 

The analysis of Singaporean educational practices 

highlighted the effectiveness of problem-based 

learning, inquiry-oriented activities, and collaborative 

learning technologies in organizing reading activities. 

Students not only comprehend textual content but also 

develop the ability to analyze ideas, evaluate 

information, and apply acquired knowledge to practical 

situations. This contributes to the functional nature of 

reading literacy. 

The experiences of the United States and the United 

Kingdom revealed that differentiated instruction and 

reflective reading methods are among the major factors 

influencing reading efficiency. Instructional approaches 

such as Guided Reading, Shared Reading, Reading 

Workshop, and Reciprocal Teaching are implemented in 

accordance with students’ age characteristics and 

individual learning needs. As a result, students develop 

competencies in reading comprehension, analysis, 

interpretation, and independent conclusion-making. 

The analysis of national educational practices indicated 

that consistent reforms aimed at improving reading 

literacy are being implemented within Uzbekistan’s 

education system. The introduction of competency-

based new-generation textbooks, tasks aligned with 

international assessment standards, and interactive 

teaching methods has contributed to increasing 

students’ engagement in reading activities. 

The findings revealed that interactive methods such as 

FSMU, INSERT, KWL (Know–Want to Know–Learned), 

clustering, cinquain, Fishbone Diagram, Brainstorming, 

and Case Study are effective in enhancing students’ 

engagement with texts. These methods facilitate the 

development of students’ abilities to comprehend, 

analyze, synthesize, evaluate, and interpret reading 

materials. 

The results of the comparative analysis made it possible 

to formulate the following generalized conclusions: 

✓ Student-centered education is the primary factor 

contributing to the development of reading 

efficiency in advanced educational systems. 

✓ Independent reading and a strong reading culture 

play a crucial role in the development of reading 

literacy. 

✓ Interactive methods and collaborative learning 

technologies significantly increase students’ 

engagement in reading activities. 

✓ The use of tasks aligned with international 

assessment frameworks contributes to the 

development of students’ functional literacy. 

✓ Digital and media technologies serve as effective 

contemporary pedagogical tools for enhancing 

reading efficiency. 

Based on the obtained results, it was concluded that 

improving the reading efficiency of primary school 

students requires the integration of the most effective 

aspects of national and international educational 

experiences, the systematic implementation of 

interactive teaching methods, the promotion of 

independent reading activities, and the enhancement 

of methodological support aligned with the 

requirements of international assessment programs. 

The findings of this study not only enrich the theoretical 

foundations of reading literacy development but also 

possess significant scientific and practical value for 

improving primary education practices. 

CONCLUSION 

The development of reading efficiency is currently 

regarded as one of the key factors in ensuring 

educational quality and enhancing students’ functional 

literacy. Throughout this study, national and 

international experiences related to the development 

of reading efficiency were analyzed, and the distinctive 
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characteristics of the pedagogical approaches, 

methods, and educational technologies employed in 

this field were identified. 

The findings revealed that reading efficiency 

encompasses not only students’ abilities to read 

accurately and fluently but also their competencies in 

comprehending, analyzing, evaluating, and interpreting 

textual information, as well as applying acquired 

knowledge in practical situations. From this perspective, 

reading literacy emerges as one of the fundamental 

outcomes of contemporary education. 

The analysis of international experiences, particularly 

those of Finland, Singapore, the United States, and the 

United Kingdom, demonstrated that learner-centered 

education, the promotion of independent reading 

activities, the development of a strong reading culture, 

and the effective implementation of interactive 

teaching methods are among the most significant 

factors contributing to reading efficiency. The 

widespread use of instructional approaches aimed at 

fostering students’ critical and creative thinking skills 

has enabled these countries to achieve high 

performance in international assessment programs. 

The analysis of national educational practices indicated 

that systematic reforms aimed at improving students’ 

reading literacy are being actively implemented in 

Uzbekistan. The introduction of competency-based 

new-generation textbooks, the integration of 

interactive teaching methods into classroom practice, 

preparation for international assessment programs 

such as PIRLS and PISA, and the application of digital 

educational technologies have created favorable 

pedagogical conditions for enhancing reading 

efficiency. 

Based on the research findings, it was concluded that 

the systematic use of interactive methods such as 

FSMU, INSERT, KWL (Know–Want to Know–Learned), 

clustering, cinquain, Fishbone Diagram, and Case Study, 

together with the encouragement of independent 

reading activities, the integration of media technologies 

into the reading process, and the adaptation of best 

international practices to the national educational 

context, can significantly contribute to the development 

of reading efficiency among primary school students. In 

conclusion, the study and implementation of national 

and international experiences related to reading 

efficiency development constitute an important 

pedagogical factor in improving students’ reading 

literacy, fostering independent thinking skills, and 

enhancing the overall quality of education. Further 

scientific research and methodological investigations in 

this area will contribute to the continued improvement 

of reading instruction and the effectiveness of primary 

education in the future. 
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