
International Journal of Pedagogics 527 https://theusajournals.com/index.php/ijp 

 
 

 VOLUME Vol.06 Issue04 2026 

PAGE NO. 527-532 

DOI 10.37547/ijp/Volume06Issue04-109 

 
 
 
 

     

The Development of Museum Pedagogy in Foreign Countries 

and Its Role in The Modern Education System 
 

Ismailova Dilfuza Usmonqulovna 
Independent Researcher at the National Institute of Educational Pedagogy named after Qori Niyazi, Uzbekistan 

 

Received: 18 March 2026; Accepted:  05 April 2026; Published: 30 April 2026 

 

Abstract: In recent years, the education system has expanded beyond the traditional classroom environment, 
increasingly integrating with various social and cultural institutions. In this context, museums are recognized as 
important educational environments, and museum pedagogy is emerging as a distinct scientific and practical field. 
This article examines the formation and development of museum pedagogy in foreign countries, its theoretical 
foundations, and its role in the modern education system. The study employs historical-analytical, comparative, 
and systemic research methods. An analysis of scholarly sources indicates that museum pedagogy originated in 
European countries in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries and subsequently developed extensively 
in the United States, Canada, and other countries. While museums initially focused on preserving and exhibiting 
cultural heritage, their educational functions have expanded significantly over time. In the contemporary period, 
museums have evolved into interactive, constructivist, and digital learning environments, transforming visitors 
from passive observers into active participants in the learning process. Museum pedagogy plays a significant role 
in fostering historical thinking, cultural awareness, critical thinking, and social competencies among the younger 
generation. The findings of the study demonstrate that the integration of museum pedagogy into the education 
system represents an important direction in modern pedagical development. 
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Introduction: Currently, the educational process is not 

limited to traditional classrooms but is also carried out 

through various cultural and social institutions. From 

this perspective, museums are recognized as one of the 

key components of the modern education system. 

Museums are not only institutions that preserve 

historical and cultural heritage but also important 

educational environments that contribute to the 

spiritual, cultural, and intellectual development of 

society. 

Researcher Ye.A. Yakovleva notes that museums 

represent a unique educational space that allows 

students to engage directly with historical processes, 

significant events, prominent figures, and the cultures 

of different eras. Educational activities organized in 

museums contribute to the development of students’ 

historical consciousness, foster respect for diverse 

cultures, and enhance their ability to understand 

multicultural environments [1]. 

The statutes of the International Council of Museums 

(ICOM), one of the most authoritative documents in the 

field of international museology, define a museum as a 

non-profit institution that serves society and 

contributes to its development. According to this 

definition, museums fulfill educational, research, and 

cultural functions by collecting, preserving, studying, 

and communicating the tangible and intangible heritage 

of humanity and its environment[2]. 

Additionally, the Russian Museum Encyclopedia defines 

a museum as a permanent, non-profit institution 

engaged in the collection, preservation, research, and 

exhibition of objects in order to serve society and 

promote its development. It also aims to study material 

evidence related to humanity and its environment, 
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provide education, and satisfy spiritual and cultural 

needs[3].  

Research indicates that museum pedagogy is a scientific 

and practical field that has emerged at the intersection 

of museology, pedagogy, and psychology [4]. This field 

explores the possibilities of organizing educational 

processes within the museum environment, fostering 

communication with visitors, and studying cultural 

heritage through pedagogical approaches. 

In the modern education system, museum pedagogy is 

regarded as an important pedagogical field that 

contributes to the creation of a learner-centered, 

interactive, and inclusive educational environment. 

Digital technologies, interactive methods, and 

innovative pedagogical approaches further enhance the 

educational potential of museums, transforming 

visitors from passive observers into active participants 

in the learning process. 

Therefore, an analysis of the historical development of 

museum pedagogy, its theoretical foundations, and its 

role in the modern education system is of considerable 

scientific and practical significance. 

LITERATURE ANALYSIS 

The theoretical foundations of museum pedagogy have 

been extensively examined in scholarly research 

conducted across different countries. Researcher A.S. 

Ogonovskaya characterizes museum pedagogy as a field 

of scientific knowledge and practical pedagogical 

activity aimed at the implementation of museum 

culture, emphasizing that its formation is a complex 

historical process associated with the convergence of 

museum and pedagogical domains[5]. 

The historical roots of museum pedagogy can be traced 

back to ancient times. Researcher G.M. Kachenya notes 

that in ancient Greece and Rome, works of art were 

preserved in temples, where priests conducted 

educational activities by presenting them to visitors [6]. 

T.P. Mysheva identifies several stages in the 

development of museums, emphasizing that in 

antiquity a tradition of collecting various natural and 

cultural objects emerged, while during the Renaissance 

museums began to take shape as socio-cultural 

institutions[7]. 

In the seventeenth century, university museums 

emerged in England, becoming important centers of 

scientific research and education. The Ashmolean 

Museum, established at the University of Oxford in 

1683, is considered one of the earliest university 

museums[8]. 

In the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, the 

theoretical foundations of museum pedagogy were 

further developed in Europe, particularly in Germany. 

German educators G. Kerschensteiner, A. Lichtwark, G. 

Freudenthal, and A. Reichwein advanced ideas on the 

use of museums in the educational process, the 

organization of exhibitions based on pedagogical 

principles, and the development of students’ creative 

abilities [9]. 

In the twentieth century, the practical application of 

museum pedagogy expanded significantly, with 

educational activities in many museums across Europe 

and the United States increasingly organized on the 

basis of pedagogical approaches. E.W. Eisner and S.M. 

Dobbs emphasized the importance of developing 

museums as interactive learning environments and 

highlighted the need to engage visitors as active 

participants in the learning process[10]. 

By the late twentieth century, the concept of children’s 

museums had become established within museum 

pedagogy. Children’s museums in the United States and 

Germany were designed to create interactive 

educational environments based on learning through 

play, experimentation, and hands-on activities [11]. 

Contemporary research also emphasizes the role of 

museum pedagogy in the formation of cultural identity, 

historical memory, and ethnocultural competence. 

Afanasyeva and Fedorova note that the museum 

environment serves as an important pedagogical tool in 

fostering respect for national culture among the 

younger generation [12]. 

In the twenty-first century, museum pedagogy has 

developed in close integration with digital technologies, 

interactive methods, and global communication 

platforms. Modern museums increasingly provide 

educational opportunities to a wide audience through 

virtual tours, multimedia resources, and online 

platforms[13]. 

From a constructivist perspective, museums are 

expected to create interactive learning environments 

that support knowledge construction based on visitors’ 

personal experiences[14]. Accordingly, contemporary 
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museum pedagogy is grounded in a visitor-centered 

educational model. 

Overall, an analysis of the literature indicates that, over 

the course of its historical development, museum 

pedagogy has evolved alongside the transformation of 

museums from institutions focused primarily on 

preserving cultural heritage into key components of the 

educational process. In modern contexts, museum 

pedagogy continues to develop through interactive, 

constructivist, and digital approaches, emerging as a 

significant pedagogical field that contributes to the 

cultural, social, and intellectual development of the 

individual. 

METHODOLOGY 

This study employs a range of scientific methods to 

examine the formation and developmental stages of 

museum pedagogy. First, the historical-analytical 

method was used to analyze the emergence of museum 

pedagogy and its evolution across different periods, 

based on a review of scholarly sources. 

In addition, methods of theoretical analysis and 

generalization were applied to examine scientific 

literature, including monographs, dissertations, and 

documents of international organizations related to 

museum pedagogy. 

The study also employed a comparative analysis to 

examine the distinctive features of museum pedagogy 

across different countries. In addition, methods of 

source-based research and document analysis were 

used to review regulatory and legal documents related 

to museum activities. 

RESULTS 

The findings of the study indicate that the development 

of museum pedagogy is associated with a long-term 

historical process. The formation of museum pedagogy 

can be divided into several key historical stages. 

The first stage is associated with antiquity. In ancient 

Greece and Rome, works of art were preserved in 

temples and presented to visitors. This process had an 

educational dimension, as priests provided 

explanations of artworks and historical artifacts, 

thereby transmitting cultural knowledge to the public. 

The second stage corresponds to the Renaissance 

period. During this time, interest in classical culture and 

art increased, leading to the emergence of a tradition of 

collecting. Many rulers and scholars assembled unique 

collections of artworks, which were used for both 

scholarly study and public display. 

The third stage is linked to the emergence of scientific 

museums in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. 

During this period, museums began to be established at 

universities. For example, the Ashmolean Museum, 

founded at the University of Oxford in 1683, became an 

important center of scientific research and education. 

The fourth stage relates to the late nineteenth and early 

twentieth centuries, when museum pedagogy began to 

take shape in Germany as a scientific field. German 

educators viewed museums as an integral part of the 

educational process and emphasized the importance of 

organizing museum exhibitions based on pedagogical 

principles. 

Throughout the twentieth century, museum pedagogy 

developed extensively in Europe and North America. 

Museums increasingly transformed into interactive 

learning environments, where excursions, seminars, 

creative activities, and interactive exhibitions played a 

significant role. 

In the twenty-first century, museum pedagogy has 

reached a new stage of development. Advances in 

digital technologies and internet platforms have 

significantly expanded the educational potential of 

museums. Contemporary museums are now able to 

engage broad audiences through virtual tours, 

multimedia exhibitions, and interactive educational 

programs. 

The results of the study demonstrate that modern 

museum pedagogy is developing along three main 

directions: the application of interactive teaching 

methods, the integration of digital technologies, and 

the development of cultural competencies. These 

directions contribute to strengthening the role of 

museums within the education system. 

DISCUSSION 

The findings of the study indicate that the importance 

of museum pedagogy within the education system is 

steadily increasing. Historically, museums primarily 

functioned as institutions dedicated to the preservation 

and presentation of cultural heritage; however, in 

contemporary contexts, they are regarded as integral 

elements of the educational and cultural 

communication process. This transformation has 
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expanded the role of museums in society, positioning 

them as pedagogical environments that support the 

intellectual and cultural development of individuals. 

An analysis of the development of museum pedagogy 

demonstrates its close relationship with the disciplines 

of pedagogy, psychology, and cultural studies. The 

museum environment organizes the learning process in 

ways that differ from traditional forms of education. 

While classroom learning often emphasizes the 

acquisition of theoretical knowledge, museums provide 

opportunities for direct engagement with historical 

artifacts, works of art, and other exhibits. This approach 

enhances learners’ cognitive activity and fosters the 

development of historical thinking and cultural 

awareness. 

The results also highlight the interactive nature of 

museum pedagogy as one of its key features. 

Contemporary museums employ pedagogical 

approaches aimed at transforming visitors from passive 

observers into active participants. The principle of 

“hands-on learning” is widely applied, enabling learners 

to acquire knowledge through direct interaction with 

exhibits, experimentation, and problem-solving. 

Interactive teaching methods—such as dramatization, 

role-playing, problem-based analysis, and project-

based learning—promote active engagement and 

contribute to the development of critical thinking, 

creativity, and communication skills. 

The constructivist pedagogical approach plays a 

significant role in the modern development of museum 

pedagogy. According to constructivist theory, 

knowledge is not transmitted in a ready-made form but 

is constructed through learners’ personal experiences. 

The museum environment provides favorable 

conditions for such learning, as visitors can directly 

interact with exhibits and independently interpret 

them. This process facilitates a deeper understanding of 

knowledge. 

Another important aspect of contemporary museum 

pedagogy is the extensive use of digital technologies. 

These technologies have significantly expanded the 

scope and accessibility of museum education. Virtual 

tours, interactive exhibitions, multimedia resources, 

and mobile applications create new learning 

opportunities for diverse audiences. This has proven 

particularly valuable in sustaining educational activities 

during periods such as the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Digital technologies have also enabled museums to 

reach global audiences. Many leading museums now 

organize virtual exhibitions and online educational 

programs through their websites and social media 

platforms, thereby extending the geographical reach of 

museum education and allowing visitors from different 

countries to participate. 

The findings further demonstrate that museum 

pedagogy plays an important role in shaping the cultural 

identity of the younger generation. By preserving 

historical memory and promoting cultural heritage, 

museums facilitate the transmission of societal values 

across generations. Through engagement with museum 

exhibits, learners gain a deeper understanding of their 

history, culture, and traditions. 

Moreover, museum pedagogy contributes to the 

understanding of cultural diversity and the promotion 

of intercultural dialogue. Contemporary museums 

implement educational programs based on the 

principles of multiculturalism, which foster mutual 

understanding among representatives of different 

cultural groups. 

Finally, collaboration between schools and museums is 

a key factor in enhancing the role of museum pedagogy 

within the education system. In many countries, 

museum visits, educational programs, and creative 

activities are organized for school students. Such 

cooperation enriches theoretical knowledge with 

practical experience and strengthens the overall 

effectiveness of the learning process. 

CONCLUSION 

This study has examined the formation and 

development of museum pedagogy in foreign countries. 

The findings indicate that museum pedagogy has 

undergone a long historical evolution, initially emerging 

as an activity related to the preservation and 

presentation of cultural heritage. Over time, however, 

the educational functions of museums have expanded, 

and they have become an important component of the 

modern education system. 

The analysis of scholarly sources demonstrates that 

museum pedagogy was formed in European countries 

in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. In 

particular, it was theoretically grounded in Germany 

and subsequently developed in other countries. 
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Throughout the twentieth century, museums 

increasingly functioned as educational environments, 

with interactive teaching methods becoming widely 

adopted. 

In the twenty-first century, museum pedagogy has 

reached a new stage of development. Digital 

technologies, virtual exhibitions, and multimedia tools 

have significantly expanded the possibilities of museum 

education. Contemporary museums now create 

interactive learning environments that transform 

visitors from passive observers into active participants 

in the learning process. 

The findings also confirm that museum pedagogy plays 

a significant role in fostering historical thinking, cultural 

awareness, and social competencies among the 

younger generation. By preserving historical memory 

and promoting cultural heritage, museums contribute 

to the transmission and reinforcement of societal 

values. 

Furthermore, strengthening cooperation between 

schools and museums enhances the effectiveness of the 

educational process. Such collaboration enriches 

students’ theoretical knowledge with practical 

experience and stimulates their cognitive activity. 

In conclusion, museum pedagogy represents an 

important field within the modern education system. Its 

continued development, the expanded use of digital 

technologies, and closer integration with formal 

education will contribute to improving the overall 

quality of education. 
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