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Abstract: This article examines the linguistic strategies employed in the discourse of social justice within the Uzbek 
press. Drawing on critical discourse analysis and conceptual metaphor theory, the study analyzes five key 
strategies: metaphor, emotional language, rhetorical questions, inclusive language, and narrative styles. Using 
examples from Uzbek national media, the article demonstrates how these strategies shape public consciousness, 
mobilize civic engagement, and negotiate societal tensions. The findings indicate that while metaphors and 
emotional language dominate the discourse, inclusive language remains underdeveloped. The article also 
highlights the ethical risks of manipulative or oversimplified language use. Finally, it situates Uzbek media 
practices within global social justice discourse and suggests directions for future research. 
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Introduction: Social justice remains one of the most 

contested yet essential ideals of contemporary 

societies. Rooted in principles of equity, fairness, and 

redistribution (Rawls, 1971), social justice discourse 

permeates political debates, legal frameworks, and 

public communication. Among the arenas where this 

discourse unfolds, the mass media occupy a central 

position. The press not only reports on inequality and 

injustice but actively constructs them through linguistic 

choices. As Fairclough (1995, p. 2) argues, "media 

discourse constructs social identities, relationships and 

knowledge systems." 

In Uzbekistan, the discourse of social justice has gained 

particular salience in recent years, especially in state-

aligned media. The country’s ongoing social and legal 

reforms have brought issues such as gender equality, 

educational access, and legal fairness into public focus. 

However, little systematic linguistic research has been 

conducted on how the Uzbek press linguistically frames 

social justice. This article aims to fill that gap by 

analyzing the principal linguistic strategies used in 

Uzbek media discourse on social justice. 

The central research questions are: 

1. What linguistic strategies characterize social 

justice discourse in the Uzbek press? 

2. How do these strategies shape public 

perception and engagement? 

3. What ethical considerations arise from their 

use? 

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 

This study integrates two complementary theoretical 

approaches: Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) and 

Conceptual Metaphor Theory (CMT). CDA, as 

developed by Fairclough (2001) and Van Dijk (1993), 

views discourse as a form of social practice that 

reproduces or challenges power relations. From this 

perspective, media language is never neutral; it reflects 
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and reinforces ideologies. CMT, proposed by Lakoff and 

Johnson (1980), posits that human conceptual systems 

are fundamentally metaphorical. Abstract domains 

such as justice are understood through concrete source 

domains like "foundation," "path," or "struggle." 

Additionally, the study draws on Fraser’s (1997) 

concept of recognition justice, which emphasizes 

cultural and symbolic inclusion alongside economic 

redistribution. This framework is particularly relevant 

for analyzing inclusive language strategies. 

METHODOLOGY 

1 Corpus 

The data consist of 25 articles published between 2021 

and 2024 in two major Uzbek news outlets: Uza.uz 

(national news agency) and Kun.uz (independent online 

newspaper). Articles were selected based on explicit 

relevance to social justice topics, including legal 

fairness, poverty, disability, and educational inequality. 

2 Analytical Procedure 

Each article was analyzed qualitatively using a coding 

scheme derived from the original Uzbek document: 

metaphor, emotional language, rhetorical questions, 

inclusive language, and narrative strategies. Examples 

were translated into English by the author while 

preserving linguistic nuance. 

DISCUSSION 

1 Metaphor as a Cognitive and Rhetorical Tool 

Metaphors are pervasive in Uzbek media discourse on 

justice. One representative example from Uza.uz 

states: 

"Adolat – davlatchilikning mustahkam poydevoridir" 

("Justice is the strong foundation of statehood"). 

Here, the source domain "foundation" maps onto the 

target domain "justice." This metaphorical framing 

carries several implications. First, it concretizes an 

abstract legal-moral concept, making it accessible to a 

broad readership. Second, it implies causality: without 

a strong foundation, the state collapses. Third, it aligns 

with state ideology by portraying justice as a pillar of 

national stability rather than a site of contestation. 

As Lakoff and Johnson (1980, p. 3) note, "our ordinary 

conceptual system is fundamentally metaphorical in 

nature." In this case, the foundation metaphor does not 

merely embellish a statement; it structures how 

readers conceptualize the relationship between justice 

and governance. However, such metaphors risk 

oversimplifying justice by reducing it to structural 

integrity, thereby sidelining procedural or 

redistributive dimensions (Fraser, 1997). 

2 Emotional Language and Collective Moral Reflection 

Emotional language serves to provoke empathy, 

indignation, or guilt. An article from Kun.uz (2021) 

illustrates this: 

"Bizda bir necha 10 yillar davomida «fuqaro huquqi»ga 

ustuvorlik berildi, adolat huquqidan uzoqlashdik, din va 

diyonatni huquqdan yiroqlashtirdik." 

("For decades, we prioritized ‘citizen rights’ over 

justice, distanced ourselves from the right to justice, 

and separated religion from law"). 

The verbs uzoqlashdik (we distanced ourselves) and 

yiroqlashtirdik (we separated) imply collective agency 

and moral failure. This is not a neutral historical 

observation but a rhetorical act of self-criticism. 

According to Wodak and Meyer (2009), discourse 

always carries emotional and ideological weight. Here, 

the emotional framing encourages readers to feel 

regret and to support reform. 

Nevertheless, excessive emotionalization can lead to 

manipulative effects. If every injustice is portrayed as a 

moral catastrophe, readers may experience 

compassion fatigue, or complex issues may be reduced 

to simplistic binaries of good versus evil. 

3 Rhetorical Questions as Engagement Devices 

Rhetorical questions invite readers to reflect on 

injustice without stating conclusions directly. For 

instance: 

"Nima uchun ba'zi bolalar sifatli ta'lim olish 

imkoniyatidan mahrum?" 

("Why are some children deprived of access to quality 

education?") 

This question presupposes that such deprivation exists 

and is unjust. It does not expect an answer but rather 

stimulates critical thought. Van Dijk (1993) notes that 

elite discourse often uses rhetorical questions to guide 

public opinion while maintaining an appearance of 

neutrality. In the Uzbek press, such questions often 

precede calls for policy reform, effectively preparing 

readers for a political message. 
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4 Inclusive Language: Early Stage Development 

Inclusive language—defined as terminology that 

respects all social groups without stigmatization—

remains limited in the Uzbek press. While global media 

increasingly use gender-neutral terms and respectful 

references to marginalized groups, Uzbek articles still 

predominantly employ traditional lexicon. Occasional 

progressive examples appear, such as: 

"maxsus ehtiyojli shaxslar" ("persons with special 

needs") instead of "nogironlar" ("disabled people"). 

However, such usage is inconsistent. This reflects what 

Fairclough (2001) calls "hegemony in discourse": 

linguistic change lags behind social change because 

dominant language practices are deeply embedded. 

For inclusive language to expand, both journalistic 

training and broader societal awareness are required. 

5 Narrative Strategies and Empathy Construction 

Narrative strategies—personal stories of suffering and 

resilience—are among the most effective tools for 

fostering empathy. One typical example involves: 

"nogiron farzandi bilan ko'chada qolgan ona" 

("a mother left on the street with her disabled child"). 

Such stories transform statistical injustice into lived 

experience. Polletta (2006) argues that storytelling in 

protest and politics creates emotional bonds between 

the audience and the afflicted. In the Uzbek press, 

these narratives often end with appeals to state 

authorities, reinforcing the government’s role as a 

protector of justice. While effective for mobilization, 

this strategy risks individualizing systemic problems. 

Poverty, for example, is presented as a personal 

tragedy rather than a structural failure. 

Ethical Considerations in Linguistic Strategy Use 

The power of linguistic strategies entails ethical 

responsibility. Overuse of emotional language can 

manipulate readers; misleading metaphors can 

reinforce stereotypes; narratives framed without 

context can distort understanding. As Fairclough (2001) 

warns, discourse can serve either emancipation or 

domination. Therefore, journalists and media linguists 

must balance rhetorical impact with factual accuracy 

and social sensitivity. 

In the Uzbek context, where media are closely aligned 

with state policy, the risk of instrumentalizing justice 

discourse for political legitimacy is present. Future 

research should investigate how readers actually 

interpret these strategies and whether they lead to 

informed civic engagement or passive acceptance. 

CONCLUSION 

This article has analyzed five linguistic strategies used 

in Uzbek press discourse on social justice: metaphor, 

emotional language, rhetorical questions, inclusive 

language, and narrative styles. Metaphors concretize 

abstract justice concepts but may oversimplify; 

emotional language mobilizes empathy but risks 

manipulation; rhetorical questions stimulate reflection; 

inclusive language remains underdeveloped; and 

narratives create powerful emotional engagement but 

can individualize structural issues. 

The study contributes to the growing field of Central 

Asian media discourse analysis and offers practical 

insights for journalists, linguists, and policymakers. 

Future research should expand the corpus to include 

social media, conduct reader-response studies, and 

track diachronic changes in inclusive language use. 

Ultimately, the language of social justice is never 

merely technical. It is a site of ethical, political, and 

cultural struggle. The press, as a central actor in this 

struggle, must wield linguistic strategies with care, 

transparency, and a genuine commitment to fairness. 
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