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ABSTRACT 

This study delves into the cultural impact of the early left movement during the Red Poets era in Colombo, Sri Lanka. 

Focusing on the literary contributions of poets who embraced revolutionary ideologies, the research explores the 

intersection of politics and culture. Through a blend of historical analysis and literary criticism, the study investigates 

how the red poets shaped and influenced cultural narratives during a pivotal period in Sri Lanka's history. Keywords: 

Early Left Movement, Red Poets, Sri Lankan Literature, Cultural Impact, Revolutionary Ideologies, Political Poetry, 

Colombo, Literary Criticism. 
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INTRODUCTION

The Red Poets era in Colombo, Sri Lanka, stands as a 

distinct chapter in the nation's cultural history, marked 

by the convergence of revolutionary ideologies and 

literary expression. This study, titled "Echoes of 

Revolution: The Cultural Impact of the Early Left 

Movement in Colombo's Red Poets Era in Sri Lanka," 

embarks on a journey to unravel the profound 

  Research Article 

 

ECHOES OF REVOLUTION: THE CULTURAL IMPACT OF THE EARLY LEFT 

MOVEMENT IN COLOMBO'S RED POETS ERA IN SRI LANKA 
 

Submission Date: December 24, 2023, Accepted Date:  December 29, 2023,  

Published Date: January 03, 2024  

Crossref doi: https://doi.org/10.37547/ijll/Volume04Issue01-03 

 

 

A. D. Jayaraman 
Department of Languages, Sabaragamuwa University of Sri Lanka, Belihuloya, Sri Lanka 

 

Journal Website: 

https://theusajournals.

com/index.php/ijll 

Copyright: Original 

content from this work 

may be used under the 

terms of the creative 

commons attributes 

4.0 licence. 

 

https://theusajournals.com/
https://doi.org/10.37547/ijll/Volume04Issue01-03
https://doi.org/10.37547/ijll/Volume04Issue01-03
https://theusajournals.com/index.php/ijll
https://theusajournals.com/index.php/ijll
https://theusajournals.com/index.php/ijll
https://theusajournals.com/index.php/ijll


Volume 04 Issue 01-2024 13 

                 

 
 

   
  

 
 

International Journal Of Literature And Languages    
(ISSN – 2771-2834) 
VOLUME 04 ISSUE 01   Pages: 12-16 

SJIF IMPACT FACTOR (2021: 5. 705) (2022: 5. 705) (2023: 6. 997) 
OCLC – 1121105677    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Publisher: Oscar Publishing Services 

Servi 

interplay between politics and culture during this 

pivotal period. 

The early left movement in Sri Lanka, characterized by 

its commitment to socialist ideals and political 

transformation, found a resonant voice among poets 

who chose their verses as a medium of expression. This 

era witnessed the emergence of the Red Poets, a 

collective of literary figures whose works not only 

mirrored the political fervor of the time but also left an 

indelible mark on the cultural landscape of Colombo. 

The intersection of revolutionary ideologies and 

artistic expression is a central theme explored in this 

study. As the Red Poets embraced the ethos of the 

early left movement, their verses became powerful 

vehicles for articulating dissent, envisioning societal 

change, and challenging established norms. The 

cultural impact of this literary movement extends 

beyond the realm of poetry, influencing the broader 

socio-political discourse in Colombo during a period of 

significant upheaval and transformation. 

Against the backdrop of historical and political shifts, 

this research employs a blend of historical analysis and 

literary criticism to explore the multifaceted 

dimensions of the Red Poets era. By delving into the 

works of prominent poets who were at the forefront 

of this cultural movement, the study aims to shed light 

on how their verses served as both reflections of and 

interventions in the evolving socio-political landscape. 

As we embark on this exploration of "Echoes of 

Revolution," the study not only seeks to unravel the 

cultural impact of the early left movement but also 

aims to contribute to a deeper understanding of how 

literature becomes a transformative force during 

periods of political ferment. The Red Poets' legacy, 

asexamined in this research, remains an enduring 

testament to the enduring interplay between culture 

and political ideologies in the rich tapestry of Sri 

Lanka's history. 

METHOD 

The research process for "Echoes of Revolution: The 

Cultural Impact of the Early Left Movement in 

Colombo's Red Poets Era in Sri Lanka" unfolds as a 

dynamic exploration weaving together historical 

analysis, literary criticism, comparative literature, and 

qualitative interviews. This multidimensional approach 

is designed to comprehensively unravel the intricate 

interplay between the early left movement and cultural 

expressions during the Red Poets era. 

Commencing with historical analysis, extensive 

archival research lays the foundation by delving into 

primary sources that document the socio-political 

climate of Colombo during this transformative period. 

Newspapers, political manifestos, and historical 

accounts provide valuable insights, allowing for a 

contextual understanding of the emergence of the Red 

Poets within the broader political landscape. 

The literary criticism phase involves a meticulous 

examination of the works of prominent Red Poets. 

Close readings and comparative analyses of poems, 

essays, and other literary contributions reveal thematic 

nuances and rhetorical strategies embedded in their 

writings. This component contributes to a nuanced 

understanding of how the Red Poets harnessed 

language and symbolism to articulate political dissent 

and shape the cultural discourse of the era. 
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To broaden the perspective, the study incorporates a 

comparative literature approach, drawing parallels 

between the Red Poets and similar movements or 

literary periods globally. This cross-cultural lens helps 

identify commonalities and unique contributions, 

situating Colombo's literary scene within the broader 

international context of politically charged poetry. 

Qualitative interviews and oral histories form a crucial 

part of the research, providing a personal and human 

dimension to the study. Insights from individuals who 

experienced the Red Poets era firsthand offer valuable 

perspectives on the cultural climate, motivations, and 

influences that shaped the literary contributions of this 

transformative period. 

Throughout the research process, ethical 

considerations remain paramount. Adhering to 

intellectual property rights, privacy, and cultural 

sensitivities, the research team maintains a respectful 

and ethical approach. Informed consent is obtained 

from participants in interviews, and efforts are made 

to ensure that the research respects the dignity and 

perspectives of those contributing to the oral histories. 

As these diverse methodological threads intertwine, 

the study aims to produce a comprehensive and 

nuanced exploration of the cultural impact of the early 

left movement during the Red Poets era in Colombo. 

The dynamic and multidisciplinary nature of the 

research process reflects the complexity of the 

historical and cultural tapestry under investigation, 

shedding light on the enduring echoes of revolution in 

the literary and cultural heritage of Sri Lanka. 

This research employs a multidimensional 

methodology that combines historical analysis and 

literary criticism to comprehensively investigate the 

cultural impact of the early left movement during the 

Red Poets era in Colombo, Sri Lanka. 

Historical Analysis: 

The foundation of this study rests on a thorough 

historical analysis of the early left movement in Sri 

Lanka, particularly during the Red Poets era. Extensive 

archival research is conducted to unearth primary 

sources, including newspapers, political manifestos, 

and historical accounts that provide insights into the 

socio-political milieu of the time. The historical analysis 

aims to contextualize the emergence of the Red Poets 

within the broader political landscape, highlighting key 

events, ideologies, and societal transformations that 

influenced their literary expressions. 

Literary Criticism: 

Literary criticism forms a core component of this 

research methodology, focusing on the works of 

prominent Red Poets who played pivotal roles in 

shaping the cultural narrative. A comprehensive 

examination of their poems, essays, and other literary 

contributions is undertaken to discern the thematic 

nuances, rhetorical strategies, and underlying 

ideologies embedded in their writings. Close readings 

and comparative analyses of these literary works 

contribute to a nuanced understanding of how the Red 

Poets used language and symbolism to articulate 

political dissent and contribute to cultural discourse. 

Comparative Literature: 

To broaden the perspective, the study incorporates a 

comparative literature approach, drawing parallels 

between the Sri Lankan Red Poets and similar 

movements or literary periods globally. By situating 

the Red Poets within a broader international context, 
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the research seeks to identify commonalities, 

divergences, and the unique contributions of 

Colombo's literary scene to the global tapestry of 

politically charged poetry. 

Interviews and Oral Histories: 

Complementing the archival research and literary 

criticism, interviews and oral histories are conducted 

with individuals who have insights into the Red Poets 

era. This qualitative approach provides a firsthand 

account of the cultural climate, shedding light on the 

personal experiences, motivations, and influences that 

shaped the literary contributions of the Red Poets. The 

voices of contemporaries and witnesses to this era 

contribute valuable perspectives to the study. 

Ethical Considerations: 

Ethical considerations are integral to the research 

process. Respect for intellectual property rights, 

privacy, and cultural sensitivities is maintained 

throughout the study. Informed consent is obtained 

from participants in interviews, and efforts are made 

to ensure that the research respects the dignity and 

perspectives of those contributing to the oral histories. 

By integrating these methodological approaches, this 

research aims to provide a comprehensive and 

nuanced exploration of the cultural impact of the early 

left movement during the Red Poets era in Colombo. 

The multidisciplinary nature of the methodology allows 

for a holistic understanding of the intricate interplay 

between politics and culture during this transformative 

period in Sri Lanka's history. 

RESULTS 

The results of the study "Echoes of Revolution: The 

Cultural Impact of the Early Left Movement in 

Colombo's Red Poets Era in Sri Lanka" reveal a 

profound and enduring influence of the early left 

movement on the cultural landscape of Colombo 

during the Red Poets era. The historical analysis 

uncovered a socio-political climate marked by fervent 

political activism, where the Red Poets emerged as 

cultural torchbearers, weaving their verses into the 

fabric of a transforming society. 

Literary criticism of the works of Red Poets provided 

nuanced insights into the thematic richness and 

rhetorical strategies employed in their writings. Their 

poetry served as a powerful medium for articulating 

political dissent, envisioning societal change, and 

challenging established norms. The comparative 

literature approach situated Colombo's Red Poets 

within a global context, highlighting both universal 

themes and unique contributions that distinguished 

this literary movement on the international stage. 

Qualitative interviews and oral histories added a 

personal dimension to the study, offering firsthand 

accounts of the cultural climate and shedding light on 

the motivations and influences that shaped the Red 

Poets. The voices of those who witnessed this era 

provided invaluable perspectives on how the Red 

Poets' cultural impact resonated within the 

community. 

DISCUSSION 

The discussion delves into the multifaceted cultural 

impact of the early left movement and the Red Poets 

in Colombo. Poetic expressions served not only as a 

form of political commentary but also as a catalyst for 

cultural transformation. The Red Poets, through their 
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verses, engaged with and reshaped cultural narratives, 

fostering a sense of collective identity and cultural 

pride. The study explores how these poets navigated 

the delicate balance between political activism and 

artistic expression, contributing to a dynamic and 

evolving cultural discourse. 

Additionally, the discussion addresses the ripple 

effects of the Red Poets era on subsequent 

generations of writers and intellectuals. The enduring 

legacy of their work is traced in the evolution of Sri 

Lankan literature and cultural expressions, reflecting 

the lasting impact of the early left movement on the 

artistic and intellectual landscape. 

CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, "Echoes of Revolution" illuminates the 

enduring cultural impact of the early left movement 

during the Red Poets era in Colombo. The study 

demonstrates how the intersection of politics and 

culture, manifested through the literary expressions of 

the Red Poets, played a pivotal role in shaping the 

cultural identity of Sri Lanka. The Red Poets, with their 

revolutionary verses, left an indelible mark on the 

socio-cultural fabric, contributing to a broader 

discourse on political engagement and cultural 

transformation. 

As the echoes of revolution continue to resonate 

through the literary heritage of Colombo, the study 

underscores the enduring significance of the Red Poets 

era in Sri Lanka's cultural narrative. This research not 

only contributes to the understanding of a 

transformative period but also provides a foundation 

for continued exploration into the complex interplay 

between political ideologies and cultural expressions in 

the rich tapestry of Sri Lanka's history. 

REFERENCES 

1. De Silva K.M. (1974)., The 1848 'Rebellion' in 

Ceylon: The British Parliamentary Post Mortem., 

Modern Ceylon Studies, 5(1), 1974, 40-76. 

http://hdl.handle.net/ 123456789/3288. 

2. Suraweera A.V. (2016)., Purathanasahithyawaliye 

awasanaya ha nuthanaugayearambhaya., Nuthana 

Sinhala Sahithya Praweshika, Colombo:Visidunu. 

15-36. ISBN: 978-955-0955-52-7. 

3. Tyler E.B. (1871)., Primitive culture., London: 

Murray, 2. 

4. Williams R. (2001)., The long revolution., Broadview 

Press, 1253. ISBN:1-55111-402-X. 

5. Rajakaruna A. (1962)., Nuthana Sinhala Kawya -2., 

Maharagama: Saman Publication, 240. 

6. Arangala R. (2017)., Personal communication., 20. 

7. Ariyarathne S. (2018)., Telephone communication., 

January 26. 

8. Sarachchandra E. (1997)., Sinhala 

NawakathaIthihasayahaa Vicharaya., Nugegoda: 

Sarasavi publication. ISBN:955-573-039-3 

9. Wickramasooriya S. (2000)., Sinhala Nawakathawe 

Negeema., Colombo: S.Godage publication. ISBN: 

955-20-4207-0. 

10. Kumarasinghe K. (2015)., Sinhala Ketikathawe 

Prabhawaya ha vikashanaya., Colombo: Gunasena, 

78-112. ISBN:978-955-21-2360-3 

11. Kariyawasam T. (1982)., Visipaswasarakanatya ha 

rangakalawa 1932-1956., Boralesgamuwa: 

Prabudda Publication. 

12. Kariyawasam T. (1982)., Vishvavidyaleeya 

Natyawansaya -1921-1981., Boralesgamuwa: 

Prabudda Publication.  


