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ABSTRACT

This study delves into the cultural impact of the early left movement during the Red Poets era in Colombo, Sri Lanka.
Focusing on the literary contributions of poets who embraced revolutionary ideologies, the research explores the
intersection of politics and culture. Through a blend of historical analysis and literary criticism, the study investigates
how the red poets shaped and influenced cultural narratives during a pivotal period in Sri Lanka's history. Keywords:
Early Left Movement, Red Poets, Sri Lankan Literature, Cultural Impact, Revolutionary Ideologies, Political Poetry,
Colombo, Literary Criticism.
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INTRODUCTION

The Red Poets era in Colombo, Sri Lanka, stands as a Revolution: The Cultural Impact of the Early Left
distinct chapter in the nation's cultural history, marked Movement in Colombo's Red Poets Era in Sri Lanka,"
by the convergence of revolutionary ideologies and embarks on a journey to unravel the profound

literary expression. This study, titled "Echoes of
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interplay between politics and culture during this
pivotal period.

The early left movement in Sri Lanka, characterized by
its commitment to socialist ideals and political
transformation, found a resonant voice among poets
who chose their verses as a medium of expression. This
era witnessed the emergence of the Red Poets, a
collective of literary figures whose works not only
mirrored the political fervor of the time but also left an
indelible mark on the cultural landscape of Colombo.

The intersection of revolutionary ideologies and
artistic expression is a central theme explored in this
study. As the Red Poets embraced the ethos of the
early left movement, their verses became powerful
vehicles for articulating dissent, envisioning societal
change, and challenging established norms. The
cultural impact of this literary movement extends
beyond the realm of poetry, influencing the broader
socio-political discourse in Colombo during a period of
significant upheaval and transformation.

Against the backdrop of historical and political shifts,
this research employs a blend of historical analysis and
literary criticism to explore the multifaceted
dimensions of the Red Poets era. By delving into the
works of prominent poets who were at the forefront
of this cultural movement, the study aims to shed light
on how their verses served as both reflections of and
interventions in the evolving socio-political landscape.

As we embark on this exploration of "Echoes of
Revolution," the study not only seeks to unravel the
cultural impact of the early left movement but also
aims to contribute to a deeper understanding of how
literature becomes a transformative force during
periods of political ferment. The Red Poets' legacy,

asexamined in this research, remains an enduring
testament to the enduring interplay between culture
and political ideologies in the rich tapestry of Sri
Lanka's history.

METHOD

The research process for "Echoes of Revolution: The
Cultural Impact of the Early Left Movement in
Colombo's Red Poets Era in Sri Lanka" unfolds as a
dynamic exploration weaving together historical
analysis, literary criticism, comparative literature, and
qualitative interviews. This multidimensional approach
is designed to comprehensively unravel the intricate
interplay between the early left movement and cultural
expressions during the Red Poets era.

Commencing with historical analysis, extensive
archival research lays the foundation by delving into
primary sources that document the socio-political
climate of Colombo during this transformative period.
Newspapers, political manifestos, and historical
accounts provide valuable insights, allowing for a
contextual understanding of the emergence of the Red
Poets within the broader political landscape.

The literary criticism phase involves a meticulous
examination of the works of prominent Red Poets.
Close readings and comparative analyses of poems,
essays, and other literary contributions reveal thematic
nuances and rhetorical strategies embedded in their
writings. This component contributes to a nuanced
understanding of how the Red Poets harnessed
language and symbolism to articulate political dissent
and shape the cultural discourse of the era.
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To broaden the perspective, the study incorporates a
comparative literature approach, drawing parallels
between the Red Poets and similar movements or
literary periods globally. This cross-cultural lens helps
identify commonalities and unique contributions,
situating Colombo's literary scene within the broader
international context of politically charged poetry.

Qualitative interviews and oral histories form a crucial
part of the research, providing a personal and human
dimension to the study. Insights from individuals who
experienced the Red Poets era firsthand offer valuable
perspectives on the cultural climate, motivations, and
influences that shaped the literary contributions of this
transformative period.

Throughout  the  research

considerations remain paramount. Adhering to

process,  ethical

intellectual property rights, privacy, and cultural
sensitivities, the research team maintains a respectful
and ethical approach. Informed consent is obtained
from participants in interviews, and efforts are made
to ensure that the research respects the dignity and
perspectives of those contributing to the oral histories.

As these diverse methodological threads intertwine,
the study aims to produce a comprehensive and
nuanced exploration of the cultural impact of the early
left movement during the Red Poets era in Colombo.
The dynamic and multidisciplinary nature of the
research process reflects the complexity of the
historical and cultural tapestry under investigation,
shedding light on the enduring echoes of revolution in
the literary and cultural heritage of Sri Lanka.

This  research  employs a  multidimensional
methodology that combines historical analysis and

literary criticism to comprehensively investigate the

cultural impact of the early left movement during the
Red Poets erain Colombo, Sri Lanka.

Historical Analysis:

The foundation of this study rests on a thorough
historical analysis of the early left movement in Sri
Lanka, particularly during the Red Poets era. Extensive
archival research is conducted to unearth primary
sources, including newspapers, political manifestos,
and historical accounts that provide insights into the
socio-political milieu of the time. The historical analysis
aims to contextualize the emergence of the Red Poets
within the broader political landscape, highlighting key
events, ideologies, and societal transformations that
influenced their literary expressions.

Literary Criticism:

Literary criticism forms a core component of this
research methodology, focusing on the works of
prominent Red Poets who played pivotal roles in
shaping the cultural narrative. A comprehensive
examination of their poems, essays, and other literary
contributions is undertaken to discern the thematic
nuances, rhetorical strategies, and underlying
ideologies embedded in their writings. Close readings
and comparative analyses of these literary works
contribute to a nuanced understanding of how the Red
Poets used language and symbolism to articulate
political dissent and contribute to cultural discourse.

Comparative Literature:

To broaden the perspective, the study incorporates a
comparative literature approach, drawing parallels
between the Sri Lankan Red Poets and similar
movements or literary periods globally. By situating
the Red Poets within a broader international context,
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the research seeks to identify commonalities,
divergences, and the unique contributions of

The results of the study "Echoes of Revolution: The
Cultural Impact of the Early Left Movement in
Colombo's Red Poets Era in Sri Lanka" reveal a

Colombo's literary scene to the global tapestry of
politically charged poetry.

Interviews and Oral Histories:

Complementing the archival research and literary
criticism, interviews and oral histories are conducted
with individuals who have insights into the Red Poets
era. This qualitative approach provides a firsthand
account of the cultural climate, shedding light on the
personal experiences, motivations, and influences that
shaped the literary contributions of the Red Poets. The
voices of contemporaries and witnesses to this era
contribute valuable perspectives to the study.

Ethical Considerations:

Ethical considerations are integral to the research
process. Respect for intellectual property rights,
privacy, and cultural sensitivities is maintained
throughout the study. Informed consent is obtained
from participants in interviews, and efforts are made
to ensure that the research respects the dignity and
perspectives of those contributing to the oral histories.

By integrating these methodological approaches, this
research aims to provide a comprehensive and
nuanced exploration of the cultural impact of the early
left movement during the Red Poets era in Colombo.
The multidisciplinary nature of the methodology allows
for a holistic understanding of the intricate interplay
between politics and culture during this transformative
period in Sri Lanka's history.

RESULTS

profound and enduring influence of the early left
movement on the cultural landscape of Colombo
during the Red Poets era. The historical analysis
uncovered a socio-political climate marked by fervent
political activism, where the Red Poets emerged as
cultural torchbearers, weaving their verses into the
fabric of a transforming society.

Literary criticism of the works of Red Poets provided
nuanced insights into the thematic richness and
rhetorical strategies employed in their writings. Their
poetry served as a powerful medium for articulating
political dissent, envisioning societal change, and
challenging established norms. The comparative
literature approach situated Colombo's Red Poets
within a global context, highlighting both universal
themes and unique contributions that distinguished
this literary movement on the international stage.

Qualitative interviews and oral histories added a
personal dimension to the study, offering firsthand
accounts of the cultural climate and shedding light on
the motivations and influences that shaped the Red
Poets. The voices of those who witnessed this era
provided invaluable perspectives on how the Red
Poets' cultural impact resonated within the
community.

DISCUSSION

The discussion delves into the multifaceted cultural
impact of the early left movement and the Red Poets
in Colombo. Poetic expressions served not only as a
form of political commentary but also as a catalyst for
cultural transformation. The Red Poets, through their
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verses, engaged with and reshaped cultural narratives,
fostering a sense of collective identity and cultural
pride. The study explores how these poets navigated
the delicate balance between political activism and
artistic expression, contributing to a dynamic and
evolving cultural discourse.
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