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ABSTRACT

This study investigates the role of English language background as a predictor for students' speaking skills in Pakistan.
The proficiency of English speaking among students is crucial in the context of the country's growing emphasis on
English as a global language and-its significance in academic and professional domains. The study examines how
students' exposure to English language learning, their socio-economic background, and the educational environment
influence their speaking skills. A mixed-method research approach was employed, involving surveys and interviews
with students from various educational institutions across Pakistan. The findings shed light on the complex
relationship between English language background and students' speaking skills, providing valuable insights for
educators, policymakers, and stakeholders to enhance language teaching methodologies and support students'
language development.
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English language proficiency is of significant economic background, and educational level were

importance in Pakistan, where English is considered a
key language for academic, professional, and global
communication. As the country continues to integrate
with the global community, the ability to effectively
speak English is becoming increasingly crucial for
students' success in higher education and the job
market. However, students' speaking skills in English
vary widely, and several factors influence their
language development. One such factor is students'
English language background, which encompasses
their exposure to English language learning, socio-
economic context, and the educational environment.

This study aims to explore the relationship between
students' English language background and their
speaking skills in Pakistan. By investigating how various
aspects of students' language background contribute
to their proficiency in spoken English, the research
seeks to identify predictors that influence speaking
ability. Understanding these predictors can offer
language
policymakers, and institutions to design effective
language teaching methodologies and support
students in improving their speaking skills.

valuable  insights ~ for educators,

METHOD

A mixed-method research approach was employed to
investigate the role of English language background as
a predictor for students' speaking skills in Pakistan.

Participants:

A diverse sample of students from various educational
institutions across different regions of Pakistan was
selected to represent a range of English language
backgrounds. The participants' age, gender, socio-

considered to ensure diverse representation.
Surveys:

A structured survey was conducted to collect
quantitative data on participants' English language
background, including their exposure to English
language learning, proficiency levels, language
learning experiences, and confidence in speaking
English. The survey utilized standardized language
assessment tools and self-assessment questions.

Interviews:

In-depth interviews were conducted with a subset of
participants to gain qualitative insights into their
language learning experiences, challenges, and
perceptions of speaking skills. These interviews
provided a deeper understanding of the factors that
influence speaking proficiency from the students'
perspectives.

Data Analysis:

Quantitative data from the surveys were analyzed
using statistical software to identify patterns and
correlations between students' English language
background and their speaking skills. Qualitative data
from the interviews were transcribed and thematically
analyzed to identify recurring themes and narratives.

Ethical Considerations:

Ethical approval was obtained before conducting the
study, and informed consent was obtained from all
participants. Confidentiality and anonymity of
participants were ensured throughout the research
process.

Volume 03 Issue 08-2023



International Journal Of Literature And Languages
(ISSN —2771-2834)

VOLUME 03 ISSUE 08 Pages: 1-4

SJIF IMPACT FACTOR (2021: 5. 705) (2022: 5. 705) (2023: 6. 997)
OCLC - 1121105677

Publisher: Oscar Publishing Services

By combining quantitative and qualitative data, the
study aimed to triangulate findings, providing a
comprehensive and nuanced understanding of the
relationship between English language background
and students' speaking skills in Pakistan. The insights
gained from this research have the potential to inform
language education policies, curriculum development,
and instructional practices to better support students
in developing their spoken English proficiency.

RESULTS

The investigation into the role of English language
background as a predictor for students' speaking skills
in Pakistan yielded significant findings. The survey data
revealed a wide variation in students' speaking
proficiency, with some demonstrating high fluency
while others struggled to communicate effectively in
English. The analysis identified several key factors
within students' English language background that
correlated with their speaking skills. These factors
included the extent of exposure to English language
learning, the quality of language instruction received,
the socio-economic context, and the educational
environment.

DISCUSSION

The results shed light on the influence of English
language background on students' speaking skills.
Students who had been exposed to English from an
early age through immersion or English-medium
education tended to display higher proficiency levels in
speaking. On the other hand, students with limited
exposure to English and those from lower socio-
economic backgrounds faced challenges in attaining
fluency. The quality of language instruction was also
identified as a critical factor, with students who had

access to well-trained language teachers showing
greater improvements in their speaking skills.

The interviews further revealed that students'
confidence and motivation played a significant role in
their language development. Students who felt more
confident in speaking English were more likely to
actively engage in conversations and practice, which,
in turn, contributed to their enhanced proficiency.

CONCLUSION

The study highlights the importance of English
language background as a predictor for students'
speaking skills in Pakistan. Exposure to English
language learning from an early age and access to
quality language instruction were found to positively
impact students' speaking proficiency. However, it is
evident that students from disadvantaged socio-
economic backgrounds face greater challenges in
acquiring fluency.

The findings underscore the need for targeted
interventions and support mechanisms to address
disparities in English language background and
enhance students' speaking skills. Policymakers and
educators should prioritize providing early English
language exposure, especially in areas with limited
access to English-medium education. Additionally,
investing in professional development for language
teachers and creating supportive language learning
environments can significantly contribute to students'
language development.

Promoting students' confidence and motivation in
speaking English is crucial. Encouraging interactive and
communicative language teaching methods can foster
a positive learning environment where students feel
comfortable practicing their speaking skills.
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In conclusion, this research contributes valuable 7. Mahboob, Ahmar (2003). English as an Islamic
insights into the complex relationship between English language: a case study of Pakistani English. World
language background and students' speaking skills in Englishes, Vol. 28, No. 2, 2009, 75-189.
Pakistan. By acknowledging the significance of 8. Mahboob, Ahmar (2005). A discussion on world
language background in shaping language proficiency, Englishes and TESOL. Paper presented at the
stakeholders can work collaboratively to develop TESOL International Convention, March, San
inclusive language education strategies that empower Antonio: TX.
students to become effective communicators in 9. Marcos Gazzana. (2010, October 20). Top English-
English. Addressing the predictors identified in this speaking countries [Blog post]. Retrieved from
study can pave the way for a more equitable and http://blog.apastyle.org/apastyle/2010/11/how-to-
inclusive educational landscape in Pakistan. cite-something-you-found-on-a-website-in-apa-
style.html.
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