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ABSTRACT 

Postmodernism is a cultural movement that began to take shape in the second half of the 20th century and is 

characterized by the rejection of generally accepted ideas and standards.  The work of David Mitchell, a British writer 

and screenwriter, has pronounced postmodern features.  In this paper, we will consider what traditions of 

postmodernism are manifested in his works. 
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INTRODUCTION

David Mitchell is one of the most interesting and 

famous contemporary British writers.  His works, 

including "Cloud Atlas", "Cartography of Lost Places", 

"Thousand-Year Mountain", "Difficult Practice", 

caused a wide response in literary criticism and 

received many awards. 

 Literary critics note the unusualness and originality of 

Mitchell's creative approach.  He is known for his 

experimentation with style, perspective, time and 

place, and the fusion of genres.  Some critics compare 

him to Borges and Kafka, as his works contain 

philosophical and metaphysical questions, as well as 

constantly exploring the nature of reality. 

David Mitchell is known for his use of elements of 

magical realism, which is another hallmark of 

postmodernism.  Magic realism is a technique that 

combines realistic elements with fantastical or mystical 

elements, and this was especially pronounced in his 
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novel Jacob de Zoet's Thousand Autumns.  In addition, 

in this novel, Mitchell used a structure that resembles 

a nesting doll, where each story is nested in another, 

which is also a typical sign of postmodernism. 

 In Mitchell's work there is also a play with genres and 

subgenres, which is also a characteristic feature of 

postmodernism.  For example, in the novel 

"Cartography of Celestial Bodies" he combines 

elements of science fiction, time travel and historical 

fiction.  In Cloud Atlas, he uses six different storytellers, 

each writing in different genres, from a diary to a 

scholarly article, allowing him to play with the reader's 

genre expectations. 

 In addition, there is a constant theme in Mitchell's 

work of thinking about time and its non-linear nature, 

which is another hallmark of postmodernism.  He often 

uses the motif of time loops, when events in different 

eras intertwine and interact with each other. 

Thus, it can be argued that in the work of David 

Mitchell there are vivid manifestations of 

postmodernism - playing with genres and styles, 

multiple intersecting stories, elements of magical 

realism, reflections on time and its non-linear nature.  

However, his works also contain deep human ideas and 

issues such as love, life and death, which make his work 

unique. 

Another example of postmodern technique in 

Mitchell's work is his use of various genres and styles.  

In his novels one can find elements of science fiction, 

historical fiction, mystical and horror literature, as well 

as elements of parody and satire.  For example, in 

Cloud Atlas, Mitchell uses different genres to tell six 

different stories that take place in different time 

periods and cultures. 

 In addition, Mitchell also frequently plays with the 

chronological order of events, creating confusion in 

the plot and forcing the reader to work to uncover the 

story.  This can be seen in the novel Cloud Atlas, where 

the stories intertwine with each other and create a 

complex network of connections. 

 Finally, Mitchell often used multiple voices and 

perspectives to tell his stories.  In Cloud Atlas, he uses 

six different voices to tell different stories, and each 

voice has its own unique style and vocabulary. 

In general, it can be said that David Mitchell is a prime 

example of a postmodern writer who uses various 

techniques to play with genre and cultural 

expectations, as well as to reveal his ideas and themes.  

His work is an interesting example of how postmodern 

techniques can be used in fiction to create rich, 

multifaceted and meaningful prose. 

     Let us consider in more detail several examples of 

the manifestation of postmodernism in the work of 

David Mitchell. 

 The first example is the Cloud Atlas novel.  In this 

novel, Mitchell plays with the structure of the 

narrative, using a technique called "calendar fugato".  

Each of the six parts of the novel is a separate story 

that takes place in different times and places, but they 

are all connected to each other.  These stories are 

closely intertwined with each other, creating a 

complex mosaic plot.  In addition, each of the stories is 

written in a different style and language, reflecting the 

linguistic and cultural differences of the characters, 

highlighting the diversity and complexity of the human 

experience. 

 The second example is Aberdeen's Dream Number 

Nine, which also exhibits postmodern features.  In this 
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novel, Mitchell uses multilingualism and genre mixing 

to explore ideas about personality transformation and 

relationships between different cultures.  It also plays 

with the idea of a "book within a book", which tells the 

story of a protagonist who writes a novel about 

another character, who in turn writes a book about yet 

another character.  This technique allows Mitchell to 

explore the idea of how stories and personalities 

intertwine and interact with each other. 

Thus, David Mitchell's work is illustrated with 

postmodern features, including playing with narrative 

structure, polysemy and multidimensionality, the use 

of multilingualism and mixing of genres, as well as the 

exploration of the idea of multiple personalities and 

the interrelationships between different cultures. 

 Another interesting example of postmodern traditions 

in Mitchell's work is his use of various literary genres 

and styles within one work.  For example, in his novel 

To Be or Not to Be, each main character is presented in 

a different genre - one character in the book writes an 

autobiography in the style of the 19th century, another 

tells his story in the style of a detective, and the third in 

the style of science fiction.  Thus, Mitchell plays with 

genres and styles, showing their conventionality and 

the possibility of combining them in one work. 

Mitchell also uses the technique of metafiction, which 

is a key element of postmodernism.  He often includes 

elements in his writings that remind readers that they 

are reading a novel and plays with genre conventions.  

For example, in his novel The Cartography of Lack, he 

uses the metaphors of cartography and geography to 

explore the theme of human memory and identity.  In 

this novel, Mitchell also experiments with structure, 

using multiple narrators and perspectives, which 

creates a complex and layered narrative approach. 

One example of the postmodern tradition in David 

Mitchell's work is his use of metatextuality.  

Metatextuality is when a text refers to itself or to other 

texts, and also refers to the reader as being included in 

the text.  In Mitchell's novels, this manifests itself, for 

example, in the fact that the main characters of one 

novel can be mentioned in another novel by the 

author.  Mitchell also uses intratextual references, 

word games, semantic games and other literary 

devices to create a complex and multifaceted structure 

of his works. 

 For example, in the novel Celestial Cartography 

(2004), Mitchell uses metatextuality through appeal to 

the reader and the use of hypertext links.  The novel 

consists of several stories that intertwine with each 

other, and each story has its own unique structure and 

language style.  At the end of each story, Mitchell 

leaves a hint to the next story and points to a hypertext 

link that takes the reader to the next page.  This 

technique creates the feeling that the reader himself 

participates in the reading process and chooses which 

story he wants to read next. 

CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, we can say that David Mitchell is a 

prominent representative of postmodern literature.  

He uses a variety of postmodern techniques such as 

multiple voices and perspectives, metatextuality, and 

playing with time and space to create complex, 

multifaceted and intertextual works. In general, the 

work of David Mitchell is distinguished by pronounced 

postmodern features, such as playing with the genre, 

metafiction and experiments with structure.  He uses 

these elements to explore complex themes such as 

human memory and identity, and creates novels that 
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are multi-dimensional and multi-layered to spark 

interest and debate among readers and critics. 

REFERENCES 

1. Hasanovna, R. S. (2022). IDEAS OF 

POSTMODERNISM IN THE LITERATURE OF THE 

XXI CENTURY. American Journal Of Philological 

Sciences, 2(11), 82-87. 

2. Hasanovna, D. M. (2023). ON THE TYPES OF 

RESULTS STRUCTURES EXPRESSED BY A 

SECONDARY PREDICAT. International Journal 

Of Literature And Languages, 3(03), 52-58. 

3. Davlatova, M. H. (2020). Lexico Semantic 

Structure and its Analysis on the Example of 

Verbs Journal NX-A Multidisciplinary Peer 

Reviewed Journal. Issue, 6, 189-192. 

4. Hasanovna, D. M. (2022). Resultative and 

Causative Meanings in English and Uzbek 

Languages. TA'LIM VA RIVOJLANISH TAHLILI 

ONLAYN ILMIY JURNALI, 297-302. 

5. Hasanovna, D. M. (2022). ON THE 

INTERRELATIONSHIP OF RESULTIVE AND 

CAUSATIVE MEANINGS. World Bulletin of 

Public Health, 9, 212-215. 

6. Давлатова, М. Х. (2021). THE EXPRESSION OF 

RESULTATIVE AND DEPICTIVE 

CONSTRUCTIONS IN ENGLISH AND UZBEK 

LANGUAGES. МЕЖДУНАРОДНЫЙ ЖУРНАЛ 

ИСКУССТВО СЛОВА, 4(5). 

7. Davlatova, M. X. (2018). THE EASY WAY OF 

LEARNING ENGLISH WITH THE HELP OF 

SONGS. Теория и практика современной 

науки, (4), 578-581. 

8. Hasanovna, D. M. (2021). Semantic 

Implementation of resultutive structures. 

novateur publications JournalNX- A 

Multidisciplinary Peer Reviewed Journal. 

9. Давлатова, М. Х. (2013). Хорошее поведение-

важный способ формирования личности. 

Вестник Таджикского национального 

университета, (3-6), 237-241. 

10. Hasanovna, M. D. (2022). TYPOLOGY OF 

EXPRESSIVE EMOTIONAL AND LINGUISTIC 

FEATURES. International Journal Of Literature 

And Languages, 2(11), 65-69. 

11. Davlatova, M. K. (2021). THE PROCESS OF 

TRANSFORMATION OF PHILOSOPHY 

UNDERSTANDING AS FACTOR OF 

INFORMATION CULTURE OF THE PERIOD OF 

THE ENGLISH RENAISSANCE (XVI C.). Oriental 

renaissance: Innovative, educational, natural 

and social sciences, 1(5), 949-957. 

12. Давлатова, М. Ҳ. (2021). 

РЕЗУЛЬТАТИВЛИКНИНГ АСПЕКТУАЛ 

ТАДҚИҚОТЛАР ДОИРАСИДА ЎРГАНИЛИШИ. 

Scientific progress, 2(2), 1678-1683. 

13. Давлатова, М. (2020). FE'LLARNING ASPEKTIK 

VA LEKSIK-SEMANTIK TASNIFI. 

МЕЖДУНАРОДНЫЙ ЖУРНАЛ ИСКУССТВО 

СЛОВА, 3(1). 

14. Muhayyo, D. (2017). THE ROTOR 

CONSTRUCTION OF COTTON RAW IN 

APPEARING VERTICAL BOUNDARY. 

Интернаука, (9-2), 76-78. 

15. Davlatova, M. H. RELATION OF LEXICAL-

SEMANTIC STRUCTURE OF VERBS TO 

RESULTABILITY. 

16. Hasanovna, D. M. (2022). ASPECTUAL AND 

LEXICAL-SEMANTIC CLASSIFICATION OF VERB 

NOVATEUR PUBLICATIONS JournalNX-A 

Multidisciplinary Peer Reviewed Journal ISSN 

No: 2581-4230. 

17. Нематова, З. Т., & Хакимова, М. А. (2021). 

Идеи об идеальном человеке, языке, 



Volume 03 Issue 04-2023 86 

                 

 
 

   
  

 
 

International Journal Of Literature And Languages    
(ISSN – 2771-2834) 
VOLUME 03 ISSUE 04     Pages: 82-87 

SJIF IMPACT FACTOR (2021: 5. 705) (2022: 5. 705) (2023: 6. 997) 
OCLC – 1121105677    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Publisher: Oscar Publishing Services 

Servi 

процветании в эволюции общественно-

политических взглядов узбекских джадидов 

начала XX века. Central Asian journal of 

theoretical & applied sciences, 2(5), 219-224. 

18. Нематова, З. Т., & Хакимова, М. А. (2020). 

Songs in teaching English to young second 

language learners. Молодой ученый, (50), 

497-499. 

19. Tursunboevna, N. Z. (2022). Various types of 

assessment in language teaching and learning. 

Eurasian journal of social sciences, philosophy 

and culture, 2(3), 140-145. 

20. Zayniddinovna, T. N. (2021). The Image of the 

Eastern Ruler in the Works of Christopher 

Marlowe. Central Asian Journal Of Social 

Sciences And History, 2(10), 10-14. 

21. Zayniddinovna, T. N. (2022). The Problem of “A 

Strong Personality” in Shakespeare’Dramas: 

Richard III and Macbeth. Middle European 

Scientific Bulletin, 20, 7-10. 

22. Zaynitdinovna, T. N. (2022). Lyrical Dialogue in 

Shakespeare's Poems as a Reflection of 

Renaissance Anthropocentrism and a Strong 

Personality. Middle European Scientific 

Bulletin, 21, 120-125. 

23. Norova, M. F. (2020). Connotative meanings in 

phonetic variants of verbal root-stems (As an 

example of English and Uzbek languages). 

Theoretical & Applied Science, (1), 439-442. 

24. Norova, M. F. (2020). Connotative meanings in 

phonetic variants of verbal root-stems (As an 

example of English and Uzbek languages). 

Theoretical & Applied Science, (1), 439-442. 

25. Fayzulloyevna, N. M. (2022). Classification of 

stylistic colouring words in the English 

language. Web of Scholars: Multidimensional 

Research Journal, 1(6), 370-374. 

26. Mirzaeva, A. S. (2022). INTRA-LINGUISTIC AND 

EXTRA-LINGUISTIC FACTORS RELATED TO THE 

LANGUAGE AND VOCABULARY OF THE BASIC 

CONCEPTS OF RENAISSANCE ENGLISH 

PHILOSOPHY. Eurasian Journal of Social 

Sciences, Philosophy and Culture, 1(5), 9-17. 

27. Aziza, M. (2022). THE THEORY OF 

INTERTEXTUALITY AS A PARADIGM AND THE 

IMPACT OF THIS THEORY ON TRANSLATION. 

Eurasian Journal of Academic Research, 2(5), 

990-995. 

28. Мирзаева, А. Ш. (2021). РЕМИНИСЦЕНЦИЯ 

КАК ЭЛЕМЕНТ ИНТЕРТЕКСТУАЛЬНОСТИ В 

ПРОИЗВЕДЕНИИ РИКА РИОРДАНА “PERCУ 

JACKSON AND THE LIGHTN ING THIEF”. 

МЕЖДУНАРОДНЫЙ ЖУРНАЛ ИСКУССТВО 

СЛОВА, 4(3). 

29. Habibova, M. N. (2021). Jorjina Houellning 

“Queen of the desert” biografik asarida 

gertruda Bell timsoli tasviri. Academic research 

in educational sciences, 2(2), 770-778. 

30. Habibova, M. N. (2021). The theme feminism in 

the epistolary novels in modern times. ISJ 

Theoretical & Applied Science, 11(103), 1101-

1105. 

31. Habibova, M. N. (2022). THE HISTORY OF THE 

RUSSIAN EPISTOLARY NOVEL IN EIGHTEENTH 

CENTURY. Eurasian Journal of Social Sciences, 

Philosophy and Culture, 2(3), 135-139. 

32. Melsovna, K. F., & Anvarovna, R. Z. (2023). THE 

LITERARY EMBODIMENT OF FLORA IN LAILA 

LALAMI’S BIOGRAPHICAL NOVEL “THE 

MOOR’S ACCOUNT”. International Journal Of 

Literature And Languages, 3(02), 82-90. 

33. Melsovna, K. F., & Qizi, G. D. G. (2023). 

EUPHEMSM IN ORIGINAL AND TRANSLATION 

(IN THE EXAMPLE OF JACK LONDON’S NOVEL 



Volume 03 Issue 04-2023 87 

                 

 
 

   
  

 
 

International Journal Of Literature And Languages    
(ISSN – 2771-2834) 
VOLUME 03 ISSUE 04     Pages: 82-87 

SJIF IMPACT FACTOR (2021: 5. 705) (2022: 5. 705) (2023: 6. 997) 
OCLC – 1121105677    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Publisher: Oscar Publishing Services 

Servi 

MARTIN EDEN). International Journal Of 

Literature And Languages, 3(04), 14-20. 

34. Khajieva, F. M. (2019). DECODING OF STYLISTIC 

DEVICES IN RUSSIAN AND ENGLISH 

TRANSLATIONS OF THE UZBEK NOVEL" DAYS 

GONE BY" BY ABDULLA QADIRI (STYLISTIC 

CORRESPONDENCES AND 

TRANSFORMATIONS). Theoretical & Applied 

Science, (4), 541-545. 

35. Djalilova, Z. O. (2023). A DISCOURSIVE TURN IN 

THE THEORY OF LINGUISTIC POLITENESS: TO 

THE FORMATION OF THE THEORY OF 

LINGUISTIC IMPOLITENESS. International 

Journal Of Literature And Languages, 3(02), 15-

23. 

36. Obidovna, D. Z. (2022). GENDER 

DIFFERENTIATION OF MASCULINE AND 

FEMININE VERBALIZATION. European 

International Journal of Multidisciplinary 

Research and Management Studies, 2(05), 59-

65. 

37. Djalilova, Z. O. (2021). Studies on gender 

linguistics in the field of Uzbek language. 

Academic research in educational sciences, 

2(3), 391-397. 

38. GENESIS, F. M. K. (2020). DEVELOPMENT OF 

STYLISTIC DEVICES CLASSIFICATIONS. 

Филология масалалари. Ўзбекистон давлат 

жаҳон тиллари университети, (3-Б), 30-38. 

39. Obidovna, D. Z. (2021). Comparative Analysis Of 

Uzbek Men's And Women's Speech Through 

The Prism Of Gender Linguistics. Central Asian 

journal of literature, philosophy and culture, 

2(2), 22-26. 

40. Obidovna, D. Z. (2022). Speech Behavior and its 

Gender Specificity on the Basis of the Main 

English Language Variants. Middle European 

Scientific Bulletin, 22, 199-205. 

41. Obidovna, D. Z. (2021). Gender issues in foreign 

theoretical linguistics: concerning the history 

of the issue. Gender issues, 7(6). 

42. Qizi, N. G. Z. (2022). Literature as Discourse. 

American Journal of Social and Humanitarian 

Research, 3(10), 266-271.  

43. Qizi, N. G. Z. (2022). Psychoanalytical Approach 

in English Literature. Central Asian Journal of 

Literature, Philosophy and Culture, 3(12), 34-38. 

44. Qizi, N. G. Z. (2023). THE CONCEPT OF 

TOLERANCE IN ENGLISH MEDIA AND PRESS. 

International Journal Of Literature And 

Languages, 3(02), 74-81. 

 


