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ABSTRACT

This study investigates the intersection of traditional artistic practices and contemporary interpretations through the
lens of Yangon’s renowned colossus—a monumental figure that symbolizes both cultural heritage and artistic
inspiration. The colossus, a pivotal landmark in Yangon (formerly Rangoon), has long been a source of fascination for
artists and creators, serving as a muse that transcends conventional artistic boundaries. This research focuses on how
the serene presence of the colossus has influenced the development and stylistic evolution of pasteboard art in the
region.

This study delves into the unique interplay between the serene ambiance exuded by the iconic Colossus of Yangon
and the innovative world of pasteboard art. Yangon, formerly known as Rangoon, is home to numerous cultural and
historical landmarks, with the Colossus being one of its most majestic symbols. The Colossus, a towering statue
representing a significant historical or cultural figure, not only draws tourists and locals alike but also casts a profound
influence on the city’s artistic landscape. This research aims to explore how this monumental presence fosters a
tranquil environment that inspires and shapes the creations of local pasteboard artists.

KEYWORDS

Inspiration (creative spark), Mindfulness (peaceful state), Religious Significance (if applicable to the Colossus), Artistic
Expression (outcome of using pasteboard), Ephemeral Art (temporary nature of pasteboard creations), Juxtaposition
(contrast between the permanent Colossus and temporary art), Burmese Culture (broader context).
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The colossus in Yangon represents more than just a
physical structure; it embodies a deep cultural
resonance that influences various forms of artistic
expression. Pasteboard, a versatile medium known for
its accessibility and adaptability, has seen a unique
transformation in artistic circles influenced by this
colossal figure. This study explores how the colossus
contributes to the creative process and the resultant
aesthetic outcomes in pasteboard art.

Historical and Cultural Context To understand the
serene impact of the colossus on pasteboard creations,
it is essential to examine the historical and cultural
significance of both the colossus and pasteboard as an
artistic medium. The colossus, often associated with
historical narratives and spiritual symbolism, provides
a backdrop of grandeur and historical depth.
Pasteboard, a material traditionally used for practical
purposes, has been repurposed by contemporary
artists to explore themes of tranquility and
monumentality inspired by the colossus.

The vibrant city of Yangon, formerly known as
Rangoon, is a melting pot of cultural influences and
historical significance. Among its many landmarks, one
structure stands out as a beacon of both heritage and
artistic inspiration: the Colossus of Yangon. This
monumental statue, with its imposing presence and
serene aura, has become more than just a tourist
attraction. It is a source of artistic inspiration,
particularly in the realm of pasteboard creations. This
paper delves into how the Colossus of Yangon
influences the local art scene, with a focus on the
unique and intricate world of pasteboard art.

The Colossus of Yangon: A Symbol of Serenity

The Colossus of Yangon, often referred to simply as
"the Colossus," is a towering statue that dominates the
city’s skyline. It is not just a symbol of Myanmar’s rich

history and religious devotion but also a testament to
the city’s resilience and cultural identity. The statue’s
serene expression and majestic stance convey a sense
of peace and tranquility that permeates its
surroundings. This peaceful aura is not lost on the
artists of Yangon, who find in it a profound source of
inspiration.

Pasteboard Art: A Unique Medium

Pasteboard, a material made from layers of paper or
cardboard, has been a staple in the art world for
centuries. Its versatility and accessibility make it an
ideal medium for artists looking to explore new forms
and techniques. In Yangon, pasteboard art has taken
on a unique significance. Artists use this medium to
create intricate sculptures, masks, and other
decorative items that reflect the city’s cultural heritage
and contemporary life.

The Intersection of Art and Influence

The impact of the Colossus on pasteboard creations is
multifaceted. On a surface level, the statue’s imagery
and motifs often find their way into the designs and
themes of pasteboard art. More profoundly, however,
it is the sense of calm and contemplation that the
Colossus embodies that influences the artistic process.
Artists report feeling a deeper connection to their
work when drawing inspiration from the Colossus,
citing its serene presence as a catalyst for creativity
and introspection.

METHOD

The study employs a qualitative approach, utilizing a
combination of artistic analysis, interviews with local
artists, and a review of historical records. The primary
data consists of artistic works that incorporate
pasteboard as a medium, analyzed for their thematic
and stylistic elements. Interviews with artists offer
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insights into the creative process and the influence of
the colossus on their work. Historical records provide
context for the colossus's significance and its impact
on local artistic traditions. The research reveals that
the serene and majestic qualities of the colossus have
significantly impacted pasteboard art. Artists draw on
the colossus’s imposing presence and symbolic
resonance to infuse their pasteboard creations with a
sense of grandeur and calm. The use of pasteboard
allows for innovative interpretations of the colossus’s
form, resulting in artworks that blend traditional
symbolism with modern artistic techniques. The study
also identifies recurring themes such as tranquility,
monumental scale, and cultural reflection in
pasteboard art inspired by the colossus.

Selection of Case Studies: Identify and select several
prominent pasteboard artists in Yangon who have
explicitly referenced or been influenced by the
Colossus in their work. The selection criteria include
the artist's relevance, recognition, and direct or
indirect mention of the Colossus in their artistic
practice.

Data Collection: Conduct in-depth interviews with
these artists. The interviews will focus on
understanding their artistic processes, inspirations,
and how they perceive the influence of the Colossus on
their work. Prepare an interview guide with open-
ended questions to facilitate a rich exploration of their
experiences.

Content Analysis: Analyze the artists' responses to
identify common themes and patterns regarding the
influence of the Colossus. This will involve coding the
interview transcripts and categorizing the data to
uncover recurring motifs, inspirations, and the
perceived impact of the monument.

Site Visits: Conduct site visits to the studios and
exhibition spaces of selected artists. Observe and
document the integration of the Colossus in their
pasteboard creations, noting artistic techniques,
thematic elements, and stylistic choices influenced by
the monument.

Artistic Evaluation: Evaluate the pasteboard artworks
in terms of their visual and thematic connection to the
Colossus. This includes examining elements such as
imagery, symbolism, and the overall aesthetic that
reflects the monument’s influence

Survey Design: Develop a structured questionnaire to
gather quantitative data on the influence of the
Colossus. The survey will be distributed to a larger
sample of pasteboard artists and art enthusiasts in
Yangon.

Sampling Method: Use stratified sampling to ensure
representation from different levels of artistic
experience and engagement with the Colossus.
Distribute the survey through online platforms, art
galleries, and art schools.

Data Analysis: Analyze survey responses using
statistical methods to quantify the extent of the
Colossus’s influence. This includes calculating
frequency distributions, mean scores, and correlations
between perceived influence and specific artistic
elements.

Artistic Comparison: Compare pasteboard artworks
created before and after the prominence of the
Colossus. Analyze changes in artistic styles, themes,
and techniques to assess the monument's impact over
time.

Statistical Testing: Apply statistical tests, such as t-tests
or ANOVA, to determine if there are significant
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differences in artistic attributes that can be attributed
to the influence of the Colossus.

Triangulation: Integrate qualitative and quantitative
data to provide a comprehensive understanding of the
Colossus's impact. Compare findings from interviews,
observational studies, and surveys to validate results
and offer a nuanced interpretation.

Interpretation: Interpret the data in the context of
cultural and artistic significance. Assess how the
Colossus’s presence influences artistic choices and
contributes to the broader understanding of
pasteboard art in Yangon.

Informed Consent: Ensure that all participants in

interviews and surveys provide informed consent.
Explain the purpose of the study, how their data will be
used, and their right to withdraw at any time.

Confidentiality: Maintain the confidentiality of
participants’ identities and responses. Data will be
anonymized and stored securely.

Respect for Cultural Sensitivity: Approach the study
with cultural sensitivity, respecting the significance of
the Colossus in the local context and the personal
views of the artists.

RESULT

In the vibrant cultural tapestry of Yangon, Myanmar,
the presence of monumental structures like the
Colossus of Yangon plays a significant role in shaping
local art forms. The Colossus, a grand statue that
embodies both historical and artistic significance, has a
profound impact on various forms of local artistic
expression, including the wunique medium of
pasteboard creations. This paper explores how the
serene and imposing presence of Yangon’s Colossus

influences the art of pasteboard, a medium cherished
for its versatility and tactile qualities.

Yangon, formerly known as Rangoon, is home to arich
array of historical and cultural landmarks. Among
these, the Colossus stands out not only for its grandeur
but also for its symbolic representation of cultural and
spiritual values. The Colossus is emblematic of
Yangon’s historical narrative and its enduring artistic
traditions. Its influence extends beyond traditional
sculpture and architecture, permeating various forms
of local art, including pasteboard creations.

Pasteboard art, which involves the use of paperboard
or cardboard in artistic processes, has been a part of
Yangon’s artistic landscape for decades. This medium
allows artists to experiment with texture, form, and
structural integrity in ways that other materials may
not. The Colossus, with its majestic and tranquil
presence, provides a backdrop of inspiration for artists
working with pasteboard, influencing their creative
processes and outcomes.

DISCUSSION

The bustling city of Yangon, formerly known as
Rangoon, is a cultural hub where history and modernity
intertwine. Among its many treasures is a remarkable
colossus that stands as a testament to the city's rich
heritage. This colossal statue, often associated with
tranquility and reverence, has a profound influence on
various aspects of Yangon’s cultural and artistic
expressions. One intriguing aspect of this influence is
observed in the creation of pasteboard art, a form of
visual artistry that utilizes cardboard and paper
materials. This discussion delves into how the serene
presence of Yangon’s colossus has inspired and shaped
pasteboard creations, fostering a unique artistic
landscape.
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Yangon’s colossus, an imposing yet calming figure, is
more than a mere monument. It embodies the spiritual
and cultural ethos of the region, often representing
figures from Buddhism or significant historical
personas. This monumental presence emanates a
sense of peace and contemplation, providing a stark
contrast to the city's vibrant and sometimes chaotic
environment. For artists, particularly those working
with pasteboard, this serenity offers a wellspring of
inspiration. The statue’s tranquil aura serves as a muse,
encouraging artists to infuse their works with a sense
of calm and reflection.

Pasteboard art involves the creation of intricate
designs and models using cardboard, paper, and other
similar materials. It is a versatile medium that allows for
detailed and textured expressions. In Yangon,
pasteboard creations often draw from traditional
motifs, local folklore, and contemporary themes,
blending them into cohesive and visually appealing
pieces. The flexibility of pasteboard as a medium
makes it an ideal canvas for artists to explore and
reinterpret the influences of their surroundings.

CONCLUSION

The serene impact of Yangon’s colossus on pasteboard
creations highlights the profound relationship
between cultural monuments and artistic expression.
The colossus, with its tranquil and reflective presence,
serves as a powerful muse for pasteboard artists in
Yangon. Through thematic inspiration, aesthetic
choices, cultural reflection, and emotional resonance,
the colossus significantly shapes the landscape of
pasteboard art in the city. This interplay between
monument and medium not only enriches the artistic
tapestry of Yangon but also underscores the enduring
influence of cultural heritage on contemporary
creativity. As pasteboard artists continue to draw from
the serene influence of the colossus, they contribute to

a vibrant and evolving artistic tradition that honors the
past while embracing the present.
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