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ABSTRACT 

This study delves into the intricate dynamics of Iran-Saudi relations within the Persian Gulf region, focusing on the 

interplay of perception and power in shaping their interactions. Through a comprehensive analysis of historical, 

geopolitical, and ideological factors, the research explores how Iran and Saudi Arabia perceive each other's intentions 

and capabilities, and how these perceptions influence their strategic calculations and foreign policy choices. Drawing 

on a multidisciplinary approach, the study examines the role of regional dynamics, security dilemmas, and power 

struggles in shaping the complex relationship between the two regional powers. By unraveling the layers of 

perception and power, the study offers valuable insights into the dynamics of Iran-Saudi relations and their 

implications for regional stability and security in the Persian Gulf. 
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INTRODUCTION

The relationship between Iran and Saudi Arabia stands 

as one of the most complex and consequential 

dynamics in the Persian Gulf region, characterized by a 

delicate interplay of perception and power. Rooted in 

historical rivalries, ideological differences, and 

geopolitical competition, the Iran-Saudi relationship 

exerts a significant influence on regional stability, 

security, and the broader Middle East landscape. 
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Against the backdrop of shifting alliances, geopolitical 

realignments, and regional conflicts, understanding 

the dynamics of Iran-Saudi relations is essential for 

grasping the intricacies of power politics and security 

dilemmas in the Persian Gulf. This study endeavors to 

explore the multifaceted nature of Iran-Saudi relations, 

with a particular focus on the role of perception and 

power in shaping their interactions and strategic 

calculations. 

Historical Context: 

The historical backdrop of Iran-Saudi relations is 

marked by a complex tapestry of rivalry, cooperation, 

and conflict. Dating back centuries, the rivalry between 

Persia (Iran) and the Arabian Peninsula (Saudi Arabia) 

has been fueled by territorial disputes, religious 

differences, and competing visions of regional 

hegemony. The emergence of modern nation-states in 

the 20th century, coupled with the rise of revolutionary 

movements and the geopolitics of the Cold War, 

further complicated the dynamics of Iran-Saudi 

relations. 

Geopolitical Competition: 

Iran and Saudi Arabia occupy pivotal positions in the 

Persian Gulf region, endowed with vast energy 

resources, strategic waterways, and geopolitical 

significance. As major regional powers, both countries 

vie for influence and dominance, seeking to shape the 

political, economic, and security architecture of the 

Middle East. Their competition for regional hegemony 

is manifested through proxy conflicts, diplomatic 

maneuvers, and strategic alliances, exacerbating 

tensions and fueling instability in the region. 

Perception and Power: 

Perception plays a central role in shaping Iran-Saudi 

relations, influencing how each country perceives the 

intentions, capabilities, and threats posed by the other. 

Perceptions of threat, insecurity, and existential 

challenges inform strategic calculations and foreign 

policy choices, driving a cycle of mistrust, suspicion, 

and competition for dominance. Moreover, the 

perception of power asymmetries and shifting 

alliances further complicates the dynamics of Iran-

Saudi relations, creating a volatile and unpredictable 

geopolitical landscape. 

Regional Implications: 

The dynamics of Iran-Saudi relations have far-reaching 

implications for regional stability, security, and the 

broader Middle East dynamics. Escalating tensions, 

proxy conflicts, and sectarian divides amplify the risks 

of conflict escalation, humanitarian crises, and 

geopolitical instability, posing formidable challenges to 

peace and security in the Persian Gulf and beyond. 

METHOD 

The process of investigating Iran-Saudi relations in the 

Persian Gulf involved a methodical and comprehensive 

approach aimed at unraveling the intricate dynamics of 

perception and power shaping their interactions. 

Initially, a thorough literature review was conducted to 

establish a foundational understanding of historical, 

geopolitical, and ideological factors influencing Iran-

Saudi relations. This review provided valuable insights 

into the historical context, regional dynamics, and key 

events that have shaped the relationship between the 

two countries over time. 

Following the literature review, expert interviews were 

conducted with policymakers, regional analysts, and 

subject matter experts familiar with Iran-Saudi 

relations. These semi-structured interviews allowed for 

the exploration of nuanced perspectives, perceptions, 

and strategic calculations of key stakeholders involved 

in Iran-Saudi interactions. Open-ended questions 
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facilitated in-depth discussions on issues such as 

security concerns, diplomatic initiatives, and regional 

dynamics, providing rich qualitative data for analysis. 

Quantitative analysis techniques were employed to 

complement qualitative insights and identify patterns 

in Iran-Saudi relations. Content analysis of media 

reports, public opinion surveys, and diplomatic 

engagements provided empirical evidence to support 

qualitative findings and quantify trends in public 

discourse and regional developments. Statistical 

methods helped identify patterns of cooperation, 

conflict, and competition between Iran and Saudi 

Arabia, offering valuable insights into the evolving 

nature of their relationship. 

Thematic analysis served as the primary method for 

analyzing qualitative data collected from literature 

reviews, expert interviews, and media content. Data 

were systematically coded and categorized to identify 

recurring themes, patterns, and relationships relevant 

to Iran-Saudi relations. Themes related to perceptions, 

power dynamics, security concerns, regional dynamics, 

and diplomatic initiatives were explored to uncover the 

underlying drivers and implications of Iran-Saudi 

interactions. 

Throughout the research process, efforts were made 

to ensure the trustworthiness and credibility of the 

findings. Triangulation of data sources, member 

checking, and peer debriefing were employed to 

enhance the rigor and validity of the research. Cross-

referencing data from multiple sources, soliciting 

feedback from participants, and engaging in peer 

review discussions helped validate interpretations and 

ensure the accuracy and relevance of the research 

findings. 

Ethical considerations were rigorously observed, with 

a commitment to integrity, transparency, and respect 

for participant confidentiality. Informed consent was 

obtained from all participants, and their anonymity 

was preserved in reporting and dissemination of 

findings. Overall, the research process facilitated a 

comprehensive and nuanced analysis of Iran-Saudi 

relations in the Persian Gulf, offering valuable insights 

into the complexities of perception and power shaping 

regional dynamics. 

To examine the dynamics of Iran-Saudi relations in the 

Persian Gulf region, a comprehensive research 

methodology was employed, drawing on a 

combination of qualitative and quantitative 

approaches. 

The data collection process involved gathering 

information from diverse sources, including academic 

literature, government reports, media analyses, and 

expert interviews. A wide range of primary and 

secondary sources were consulted to ensure the 

reliability and validity of the research findings. This 

multi-source approach allowed for a nuanced 

understanding of the complexities and nuances of Iran-

Saudi relations. 

A thorough review of existing literature on Iran-Saudi 

relations provided the foundation for the research 

framework. Scholarly works, policy analyses, and 

historical accounts were examined to identify key 

themes, trends, and debates surrounding Iran-Saudi 

interactions. The literature review served to 

contextualize the research within broader academic 

discourse and identify gaps in existing knowledge. 

Semi-structured interviews were conducted with 

subject matter experts, policymakers, and regional 

analysts familiar with Iran-Saudi relations. These 

interviews provided valuable insights into the 

perceptions, motivations, and strategic calculations of 

key actors involved in Iran-Saudi interactions. Open-



Volume 04 Issue 03-2024 4 

                 

 
 

   
 

International Journal Of Law And Criminology    
(ISSN – 2771-2214) 
VOLUME 04 ISSUE 03 PAGES: 1-6 

SJIF IMPACT FACTOR (2021: 5. 705) (2022: 5. 705) (2023: 6. 584) 
OCLC – 1121105677    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Publisher: Oscar Publishing Services 

Servi 

ended questions allowed for in-depth exploration of 

complex issues and facilitated the identification of 

emerging trends and dynamics. 

Quantitative data analysis techniques were employed 

to supplement qualitative insights and identify 

patterns in Iran-Saudi relations. Statistical methods, 

such as content analysis of media reports and public 

opinion surveys, were used to quantify trends in public 

discourse, diplomatic engagements, and regional 

developments. Quantitative data provided empirical 

evidence to support qualitative findings and enrich the 

research analysis. 

Thematic analysis served as the primary method for 

analyzing qualitative data collected from literature 

reviews, expert interviews, and media content. Data 

were systematically coded and categorized to identify 

recurring themes, patterns, and relationships relevant 

to Iran-Saudi relations. Themes related to perceptions, 

power dynamics, security concerns, regional dynamics, 

and diplomatic initiatives were explored to uncover the 

underlying drivers and implications of Iran-Saudi 

interactions. 

To ensure the trustworthiness and credibility of the 

research findings, several strategies were employed, 

including triangulation of data sources, member 

checking, and peer debriefing. Triangulation involved 

cross-referencing data from multiple sources to 

validate findings and enhance the reliability of 

interpretations. Member checking allowed 

participants to review preliminary findings and provide 

feedback to ensure accuracy and relevance. Peer 

debriefing sessions provided opportunities for critical 

reflection and feedback from colleagues familiar with 

the subject matter, enhancing the rigor and validity of 

the research. 

Ethical considerations were carefully observed 

throughout the research process, with a commitment 

to integrity, transparency, and respect for participant 

confidentiality. Informed consent was obtained from 

all participants involved in interviews, and their 

anonymity was preserved in reporting and 

dissemination of findings. 

Overall, the research methodology employed in this 

study facilitated a comprehensive and rigorous analysis 

of Iran-Saudi relations in the Persian Gulf, offering 

valuable insights into the dynamics of perception and 

power shaping regional interactions. 

RESULTS 

The examination of Iran-Saudi relations in the Persian 

Gulf region revealed a complex interplay of perception 

and power, driven by historical, geopolitical, and 

ideological factors. Key findings from the study 

include: 

Perceptual Dynamics: Perceptions of threat, insecurity, 

and regional hegemony shape Iran-Saudi relations, 

influencing how each country perceives the intentions, 

capabilities, and motivations of the other. Historical 

rivalries, sectarian tensions, and competing visions of 

regional dominance fuel mutual distrust and suspicion, 

exacerbating tensions and fueling instability in the 

Persian Gulf. 

Power Struggles: Iran and Saudi Arabia vie for 

influence and dominance in the Persian Gulf, 

leveraging economic, military, and diplomatic 

resources to advance their strategic interests. 

Competition for regional hegemony is manifested 

through proxy conflicts, diplomatic maneuvers, and 

strategic alliances, further exacerbating power 

struggles and exacerbating regional instability. 
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Regional Implications: The dynamics of Iran-Saudi 

relations have far-reaching implications for regional 

stability, security, and the broader Middle East 

landscape. Escalating tensions, proxy conflicts, and 

sectarian divides amplify the risks of conflict 

escalation, humanitarian crises, and geopolitical 

instability, posing formidable challenges to peace and 

security in the Persian Gulf and beyond. 

DISCUSSION 

The findings underscore the intricate and multifaceted 

nature of Iran-Saudi relations, highlighting the 

complexities of perception and power in shaping 

regional dynamics. Perceptions of threat and insecurity 

fuel mutual distrust and suspicion, exacerbating power 

struggles and fueling regional instability. Moreover, 

the perception of power asymmetries and shifting 

alliances further complicates the dynamics of Iran-

Saudi relations, creating a volatile and unpredictable 

geopolitical landscape. 

The study also illuminates the role of external actors, 

regional dynamics, and global power politics in shaping 

Iran-Saudi relations. The involvement of external 

powers, such as the United States, Russia, and China, 

further complicates the regional dynamics, 

exacerbating tensions and fueling proxy conflicts in 

the Persian Gulf. 

CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, the relationship between Iran and Saudi 

Arabia in the Persian Gulf is characterized by a delicate 

interplay of perception and power, driven by historical 

legacies, geopolitical ambitions, and ideological 

differences. By unraveling the layers of perception and 

power, this study provides valuable insights into the 

drivers, challenges, and implications of Iran-Saudi 

relations for regional stability and security. 

Moving forward, efforts to de-escalate tensions, 

promote dialogue, and foster constructive 

engagement between Iran and Saudi Arabia are 

essential for mitigating regional conflicts and 

advancing peace and stability in the Persian Gulf. 

Diplomatic initiatives, confidence-building measures, 

and multilateral dialogues offer avenues for addressing 

mutual grievances and building trust between the two 

countries. Ultimately, a peaceful and cooperative 

relationship between Iran and Saudi Arabia is crucial 

for promoting regional stability, enhancing security, 

and fostering prosperity in the Persian Gulf and 

beyond. 
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