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Abstract: The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) is a vast global infrastructure development strategy adopted by the
Chinese government. Within Southeast Asia, the CLMV countries—Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar, and Vietnam—are
key participants due to their strategic location and development needs. This article examines the political
economy aspects of BRI implementation in the CLMV region and analyzes their implications for the relationships
between these countries and China. Drawing on recent literature, it explores the motivations for CLMV
participation, the nature of BRI projects, the economic and political impacts, and the resulting dynamics in
bilateral relations. The analysis reveals that while BRI offers potential economic benefits through infrastructure
development, it also presents challenges related to debt sustainability, environmental concerns, social impacts,
and sovereignty. These factors significantly shape the political and economic interactions between CLMV nations
and China, leading to a complex interplay of cooperation, dependence, and occasional friction.
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connectivity and fostering economic growth

(Maliszewska & Mensbrugghe, 2019) [2].

The engagement of CLMV countries with the BRI is
driven by a mix of economic aspirations, geopolitical
considerations, and domestic political factors.
However, BRI projects are not without controversy,
raising questions about their economic viability, social

Introduction: The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI),
launched in 2013, represents China's ambitious
strategy to enhance global connectivity through
infrastructure development and investment (Clarke,
2017) [3]. It aims to promote policy coordination,
infrastructure connectivity, unimpeded trade, financial
integration, and people-to-people bonds among

participating countries (State Council Information
Office, PRC, 2024) [1]. The initiative has a significant
focus on Southeast Asia, with the CLMV countries—
Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar, and Vietnam—being
central to both the land-based "Silk Road Economic
Belt" and the maritime "21st Century Maritime Silk
Road." These nations, characterized by developing
economies and substantial infrastructure gaps, are
seen by China as crucial partners in building regional
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and environmental consequences, and implications for
the sovereignty and strategic autonomy of host
nations. This article delves into the political economy
dimensions of BRI in Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar, and
Vietnam, analyzing the motivations behind their
participation, the characteristics of the projects
undertaken, the economic and political impacts
observed, and how these dynamics influence their
respective relationships with China. By synthesizing
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recent research, we aim to provide a comprehensive
overview of the complex interplay between BRI
implementation and Sino-CLMV relations.

METHODS

This article is based on a narrative review and synthesis
of the provided literature concerning the Belt and Road
Initiative in the CLMV countries (Cambodia, Laos,
Myanmar, and Vietnam). The references include
academic articles, working papers, reports from
research institutes, and official government statements
published primarily between 2017 and 2024.

The review process involved examining each provided
source to identify key themes, arguments, data, and
case studies related to:

1. The political and economic motivations for
CLMV countries' engagement with the BRI.
2. The types and scale of BRI projects

implemented in each CLMV country.

3. The reported economic impacts of BRI projects,
including investment, trade, growth, and debt.

4, The political implications of BRI, such as
impacts on sovereignty, governance, and relations with
China.

5. Specific country-level experiences of BRI
implementation in Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar, and
Vietnam.

6. Challenges and controversies associated with
BRI projects in the region.

Information extracted from these sources was then
synthesized and organized according to the IMRaD
format. The "Results" section presents the aggregated
findings from the literature, highlighting common
trends and country-specific nuances. The "Discussion"
section interprets these findings, analyzes the political
economy dynamics, and discusses the broader
implications for Sino-CLMV relations. Numerical
citations are used throughout the text to attribute
information to the corresponding references.

RESULTS

CLMV countries have generally shown enthusiasm for
the BRI, driven by the promise of much-needed
infrastructure development to boost economic growth
and connectivity (Kuik, 2021) [4, 7]. Cambodia and
Laos, in particular, have been described as enthusiastic
partners, with BRI projects continuing even amidst
global challenges like the COVID-19 pandemic
(Chheang, 2021) [5, 8]. Vietnam's approach has been
more cautious, characterized by hedging strategies
alongside engagement (Vu et al., 2021) [16].
Myanmar's situation is complex, influenced by internal
political dynamics, but the China-Myanmar Economic
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Corridor (CMEC) remains a key component of the BRI,
with China determined to see it through (Myers, 2020)
[11]; (Banerjee, 2022) [12].

BRI projects in the CLMV region primarily focus on
transportation infrastructure, including railways,
highways, ports, and airports, as well as energy projects
like hydropower dams and power grids (Maliszewska &
Mensbrugghe, 2019) [2, 9]. For instance, the China-
Laos Railway is a flagship project in Laos (Kuik, 2021) [4,
7]; (Voros & Pongkhao, 2020) [27], while Cambodia has
seen significant Chinese investment in ports and special
economic zones (Chheang & Pheakdey, 2019) [23];
(Menon, 2023) [26]; (Sok et al., 2023) [40]. In Myanmar,
CMEC aims to connect Yunnan province to the Indian
Ocean via infrastructure links (Transnational Institute,
2019) [10, 25, 34, 37, 41, 43, 46]. Vietnam's
engagement includes various infrastructure projects,
although some major initiatives have faced delays or
scrutiny (Hiep, 2019) [14, 20, 35, 39, 49].

Economically, BRI projects are intended to facilitate
trade and investment, potentially leading to economic
growth (Maliszewska & Mensbrugghe, 2019) [2, 9].
Cambodia has actively sought Chinese investment,
becoming a major recipient in the region (Open
Development Cambodia, 2023) [6]; (Sok et al., 2023)
[40]. Laos relies heavily on infrastructure development
to transition from landlocked to land-linked, with BRI
playing a central role (United Nations Industrial
Development Organization, 2020) [22]; (Vorés &
Pongkhao, 2020) [27]. However, concerns about debt
sustainability are prominent, particularly for countries
like Laos, where BRI-related borrowing contributes
significantly to public debt (Horn et al., 2019) [36, 38].
The economic benefits are not always evenly
distributed, and some projects have been criticized for
lacking transparency and potentially benefiting Chinese
companies more than local economies (Maliszewska &
Mensbrugghe, 2019) [2, 9]; (Transnational Institute,
2019) [10, 25, 34, 37, 41, 43, 46].

Politically, BRI engagement has deepened ties between
China and CLMV countries. China aims for higher
quality BRI cooperation for the modernization of all
countries (State Council Information Office, PRC, 2024)
[1] and views the initiative as a way to build a
community of shared future (State Council Information
Office, PRC, 2023) [18, 19]. For CLMV nations, closer
ties with China can offer political support and economic
opportunities. However, large-scale Chinese projects
have also raised concerns about sovereignty,
dependence, and potential political influence (Clarke,
2017) [3]; (Transnational Institute, 2019) [10, 25, 34,
37, 41, 43, 46]. Public and environmental opposition
has, in some cases, led to the suspension or
cancellation of controversial projects, such as the
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Myitsone Dam in Myanmar (Reuters, 2011) [33] and
some projects in Cambodia (Shih, 2011) [31]. While
Cambodia and Laos have largely embraced China's
initiatives (Kuik, 2021) [4, 7]; (Chheang & Pheakdey,
2019) [23]; (Voros & Pongkhao, 2020) [27], Vietnam has
adopted a more cautious and sometimes resistant
approach due to historical factors and maritime
disputes in the South China Sea (Vu et al., 2021) [16,
48]; (Ross, 2021) [17]; (Hiep, 2019) [14, 20, 35, 39, 49].
Myanmar's relationship with China and BRI is heavily
influenced by its internal political instability (Banerjee,
2022) [12]; (Paing, 2024) [13, 47].

Overall, the experience of CLMV countries with BRI is
mixed, characterized by both perceived benefits and
significant challenges. The initiative has undeniably
increased China's economic footprint and political
influence in the region (AidData, 2021) [21], but it has
also highlighted vulnerabilities and, in some instances,
fueled domestic concerns and complicated bilateral
relations.

DISCUSSION

The engagement of CLMV countries with China's Belt
and Road Initiative is a prime example of the complex
political economy dynamics at play in contemporary
international relations. The initial enthusiasm for BRI
among these nations was largely driven by the
compelling need for infrastructure to support
economic development and regional integration (Kuik,
2021) [4, 7]; (Chheang, 2021) [5, 8]. For countries like
Laos and Cambodia, with significant development gaps,
the promise of large-scale investment was particularly
attractive (United Nations Industrial Development
Organization, 2020) [22]; (Chheang & Pheakdey, 2019)
[23].

However, the implementation of BRI projects has
revealed significant challenges that have shaped the
political economy landscape and influenced relations
with China. The issue of debt sustainability is perhaps
the most prominent concern, with the potential for
heavy borrowing to lead to financial distress and
increased dependence on China (Horn et al., 2019) [36,
38]. This economic vulnerability can translate into
political leverage for China, potentially impacting the
policy choices and strategic autonomy of host
countries.

Furthermore, the social and environmental impacts of
large infrastructure projects, coupled with concerns
about transparency and governance, have generated
local opposition and scrutiny (Maliszewska &
Mensbrugghe, 2019) [2, 9]; (Transnational Institute,
2019) [10, 25, 34, 37, 41, 43, 46]. This highlights a key
political economy tension: the pursuit of national
development through foreign investment versus the
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need to protect local interests, environmental
sustainability, and good governance. The suspension of
projects like the Myitsone Dam in Myanmar (Reuters,
2011) [33] and public pressure on projects in Cambodia
(Shih, 2011) [31] demonstrate that domestic factors
can significantly influence the trajectory of BRI.

The varied responses of CLMV countries to BRI also
reflect their unique geopolitical positions and historical
relationships with China. While Cambodia and Laos
have adopted a generally accommodating stance,
Vietnam's more cautious approach is shaped by
historical mistrust and ongoing maritime disputes (Vu
et al.,, 2021) [16, 48]; (Ross, 2021) [17]. Myanmar's
internal political turmoil adds another layer of
complexity to its BRI engagement (Banerjee, 2022)
[12]; (Paing, 2024) [13, 47]. These differences
underscore that the BRI's impact on Sino-CLMV
relations is not uniform but is mediated by individual
country contexts.

CONCLUSION

Looking ahead, the political economy dynamics of BRI
in the CLMV region will likely continue to evolve. China
is signaling a shift towards "higher quality" BRI
cooperation (State Council Information Office, PRC,
2024) [1] and emphasizing a "community of shared
future" (State Council Information Office, PRC, 2023)
[18, 19], potentially in response to criticisms and
challenges. However, the fundamental economic
disparities and power imbalances between China and
the CLMV nations will remain. The ability of CLMV
countries to effectively manage the economic and
political implications of BRI, ensure transparency and
sustainability in project implementation, and diversify
their economic partnerships will be crucial in shaping
their future relations with China and safeguarding their
national interests. The BRI is not merely an
infrastructure plan; it is a significant force reshaping the
political economy landscape of the CLMV region and
redefining its relationship with a rising global power.

REFERENCES

China aims to elevate BRI cooperation toward higher
guality for modernization of all countries. State Council
Information Office, the People’s Republic of China.
Available from:
http://english.scio.gov.cn/m/pressroom/2024-
07/19/content 117319148.htm. Published 2024.

Maliszewska M, Mensbrugghe DVD. The Belt and Road
Initiative: Economic, Poverty and Environmental
Impacts. World Bank Group (Policy Research Working
Paper No. 8814). Washington DC; 2019. Available from:
https://documentsl.worldbank.org/curated/en/126471
554923176405/pdf/The-Belt-and-Road-Initiative-
Economic-Poverty-and-Environmental-Impacts.pdf.

https://theusajournals.com/index.php/ijhps


http://english.scio.gov.cn/m/pressroom/2024-07/19/content_117319148.htm
http://english.scio.gov.cn/m/pressroom/2024-07/19/content_117319148.htm
https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/126471554923176405/pdf/The-Belt-and-Road-Initiative-Economic-Poverty-and-Environmental-Impacts.pdf
https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/126471554923176405/pdf/The-Belt-and-Road-Initiative-Economic-Poverty-and-Environmental-Impacts.pdf
https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/126471554923176405/pdf/The-Belt-and-Road-Initiative-Economic-Poverty-and-Environmental-Impacts.pdf

International Journal Of History And Political Sciences (ISSN — 2771-2222)

Clarke M. The Belt and Road Initiative: China’s New
Grand Strategy? Asia Policy. 2017;13(3):71-79.

Kuik C-C. Laos’s Enthusiastic Embrace of China’s Belt
and Road Initiative. Asian Perspective. 2021;45(4):735-
759. Available from:
https://d0i.10.1353/apr.2021.0042.

Chheang V. BRI Projects in Cambodia and Laos Roll On
Despite Covid-19. ISEAS Yusof Ishak Institute. Available
from: https://www.iseas.edu.sg/articles-
commentaries/iseas-perspective/2021-99-bri-projects-
in-cambodia-and-laos-roll-on-despite-covid-19-by-
vannarith-
chheang/#:~:text=BR1%20projects%20in%20Southeast%

https://www.orfonline.org/expert-speak/revamping-
bri-in-myanmar-post-coup.

Paing TA. China in Myanmar: How the Game-Changing
Neighbor Would Continue to Maintain Its Influence.
Stimson Center (Issue Brief). 2024. Available from:
https://www.stimson.org/2024/china-in-myanmar-
how-the-game-changing-neighbor-would-continue-to-
maintain-its-influence/.

Hiep LH. The Belt and Road Initiative in Vietnam. In:
NIDS Joint Research Series No. 17. National Institute for
Defense Studies, Tokyo; 2019. Available from:
https://www.nids.mod.go.jp/english/publication/joint r
esearch/series17/pdf/chapter04.pdf.

20Asia,much%20affected%20by%20the%20Covid%2D.
Published 27 July 2021.

Foreign investors. Open Development Cambodia.
Available from:
https://opendevelopmentcambodia.net/topics/foreign-

China, Vietnam agree to deepen partnership under new
circumstances. The State Council, the People's Republic
of China. Available from:
https://english.www.gov.cn/news/top news/2017/11/
13/content 281475940998356.htm. Published 13

investors/. Published 29 March 2023.

Kuik C-C. Laos’s Enthusiastic Embrace of China’s Belt
and Road Initiative. Asian Perspective. 2021;45(4):735-
59.

Chheang V. BRI Projects in Cambodia and Laos Roll On
Despite Covid-19. ISEAS Yusof Ishak Institute. Available
from: https://www.iseas.edu.sg/articles-
commentaries/iseas-perspective/2021-99-bri-projects-
in-cambodia-and-laos-roll-on-despite-covid-19-by-
vannarith-
chheang/#:~:text=BR1%20projects%20in%20Southeast%

November 2017.

Vu V-H, Soong J-J, Nguyen K-N. Vietnam's Perceptions
and Strategies Toward China's Belt and Road Initiative
Expansion: Hedging with Resisting. The Chinese
Economy. 2021;54(1):56-68. Available from:
https://d0i.10.1080/10971475.2020.1809818.

Ross RS. China-Vietnamese Relations in the Era of Rising
China: Power, Resistance, and Maritime Conflict.
Journal of Contemporary China. 2021;30(130):613-29.
Available from:
https://d0i.10.1080/10670564.2020.1852737.

20Asia,much%20affected%20by%20the%20Covid%2D.
Published 27 July 2021.

Maliszewska M, Mensbrugghe DVD. The Belt and Road
Initiative: Economic, Poverty and Environmental
Impacts. World Bank Group (Policy Research Working
Paper No. 8814). Washington DC; 2019. p. 15. Available
from:
https://documentsl.worldbank.org/curated/en/126471

China releases document on vision, actions for Belt and
Road cooperation in next decade. The State Council
Information Office, the People's Republic of China.
Available from:
http://english.scio.gov.cn/beltandroad/2023-
11/24/content 116837913.htm#:~:text=The%20docum
ent%20specified%20five%200bjectives,system%20t0%2
Osupport%20China's%20open. Published 24 November

554923176405/pdf/The-Belt-and-Road-Initiative-
Economic-Poverty-and-Environmental-Impacts.pdf.

Transnational Institute. Selling the Silk Road Spirit:
China's Belt and Road Initiative in Myanmar. 2019.
Available from:
https://www.tni.org/en/publication/selling-the-silk-
road-spirit.

Myers L. The China-Myanmar Economic Corridor and
China’s Determination to See It Through. Wilson Center
(Asia Dispatches). 2020. Available from:
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/blog-post/china-
myanmar-economic-corridor-and-chinas-determination-
see-it-through.

Banerjee S. Revamping BRI in post-coup Myanmar. ORF.
8 December 2022. Available from:

International Journal Of History And Political Sciences 4

2023.
Ibid.

Hiep LH. The Belt and Road Initiative in Vietnam. In:
NIDS Joint Research Series No. 17. National Institute for
Defense Studies, Tokyo; 2019.

Malik AA, Parks B, Russell B, Jiahui JL, Walsh K, Solomon
K, et al. Banking on the Belt and Road: Insights from a
New Global Dataset of 13,427 Chinese Development
Projects. AidData at William & Mary, Williamsburg.
Available from:
https://www.aiddata.org/publications/banking-on-the-
belt-and-road.

Lao PDR: Country and Industrial Profile. United Nations
Industrial Development Organization. Available from:
https://laopdr.un.org/sites/default/files/2021-

https://theusajournals.com/index.php/ijhps



https://doi.10.1353/apr.2021.0042
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/articles-commentaries/iseas-perspective/2021-99-bri-projects-in-cambodia-and-laos-roll-on-despite-covid-19-by-vannarith-chheang/#:~:text=BRI%20projects%20in%20Southeast%20Asia,much%20affected%20by%20the%20Covid%2D
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/articles-commentaries/iseas-perspective/2021-99-bri-projects-in-cambodia-and-laos-roll-on-despite-covid-19-by-vannarith-chheang/#:~:text=BRI%20projects%20in%20Southeast%20Asia,much%20affected%20by%20the%20Covid%2D
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/articles-commentaries/iseas-perspective/2021-99-bri-projects-in-cambodia-and-laos-roll-on-despite-covid-19-by-vannarith-chheang/#:~:text=BRI%20projects%20in%20Southeast%20Asia,much%20affected%20by%20the%20Covid%2D
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/articles-commentaries/iseas-perspective/2021-99-bri-projects-in-cambodia-and-laos-roll-on-despite-covid-19-by-vannarith-chheang/#:~:text=BRI%20projects%20in%20Southeast%20Asia,much%20affected%20by%20the%20Covid%2D
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/articles-commentaries/iseas-perspective/2021-99-bri-projects-in-cambodia-and-laos-roll-on-despite-covid-19-by-vannarith-chheang/#:~:text=BRI%20projects%20in%20Southeast%20Asia,much%20affected%20by%20the%20Covid%2D
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/articles-commentaries/iseas-perspective/2021-99-bri-projects-in-cambodia-and-laos-roll-on-despite-covid-19-by-vannarith-chheang/#:~:text=BRI%20projects%20in%20Southeast%20Asia,much%20affected%20by%20the%20Covid%2D
https://opendevelopmentcambodia.net/topics/foreign-investors/
https://opendevelopmentcambodia.net/topics/foreign-investors/
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/articles-commentaries/iseas-perspective/2021-99-bri-projects-in-cambodia-and-laos-roll-on-despite-covid-19-by-vannarith-chheang/#:~:text=BRI%20projects%20in%20Southeast%20Asia,much%20affected%20by%20the%20Covid%2D
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/articles-commentaries/iseas-perspective/2021-99-bri-projects-in-cambodia-and-laos-roll-on-despite-covid-19-by-vannarith-chheang/#:~:text=BRI%20projects%20in%20Southeast%20Asia,much%20affected%20by%20the%20Covid%2D
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/articles-commentaries/iseas-perspective/2021-99-bri-projects-in-cambodia-and-laos-roll-on-despite-covid-19-by-vannarith-chheang/#:~:text=BRI%20projects%20in%20Southeast%20Asia,much%20affected%20by%20the%20Covid%2D
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/articles-commentaries/iseas-perspective/2021-99-bri-projects-in-cambodia-and-laos-roll-on-despite-covid-19-by-vannarith-chheang/#:~:text=BRI%20projects%20in%20Southeast%20Asia,much%20affected%20by%20the%20Covid%2D
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/articles-commentaries/iseas-perspective/2021-99-bri-projects-in-cambodia-and-laos-roll-on-despite-covid-19-by-vannarith-chheang/#:~:text=BRI%20projects%20in%20Southeast%20Asia,much%20affected%20by%20the%20Covid%2D
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/articles-commentaries/iseas-perspective/2021-99-bri-projects-in-cambodia-and-laos-roll-on-despite-covid-19-by-vannarith-chheang/#:~:text=BRI%20projects%20in%20Southeast%20Asia,much%20affected%20by%20the%20Covid%2D
https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/126471554923176405/pdf/The-Belt-and-Road-Initiative-Economic-Poverty-and-Environmental-Impacts.pdf
https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/126471554923176405/pdf/The-Belt-and-Road-Initiative-Economic-Poverty-and-Environmental-Impacts.pdf
https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/126471554923176405/pdf/The-Belt-and-Road-Initiative-Economic-Poverty-and-Environmental-Impacts.pdf
https://www.tni.org/en/publication/selling-the-silk-road-spirit
https://www.tni.org/en/publication/selling-the-silk-road-spirit
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/blog-post/china-myanmar-economic-corridor-and-chinas-determination-see-it-through
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/blog-post/china-myanmar-economic-corridor-and-chinas-determination-see-it-through
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/blog-post/china-myanmar-economic-corridor-and-chinas-determination-see-it-through
https://www.orfonline.org/expert-speak/revamping-bri-in-myanmar-post-coup
https://www.orfonline.org/expert-speak/revamping-bri-in-myanmar-post-coup
https://www.stimson.org/2024/china-in-myanmar-how-the-game-changing-neighbor-would-continue-to-maintain-its-influence/
https://www.stimson.org/2024/china-in-myanmar-how-the-game-changing-neighbor-would-continue-to-maintain-its-influence/
https://www.stimson.org/2024/china-in-myanmar-how-the-game-changing-neighbor-would-continue-to-maintain-its-influence/
https://www.nids.mod.go.jp/english/publication/joint_research/series17/pdf/chapter04.pdf
https://www.nids.mod.go.jp/english/publication/joint_research/series17/pdf/chapter04.pdf
https://english.www.gov.cn/news/top_news/2017/11/13/content_281475940998356.htm
https://english.www.gov.cn/news/top_news/2017/11/13/content_281475940998356.htm
https://doi.10.1080/10971475.2020.1809818
https://doi.10.1080/10670564.2020.1852737
http://english.scio.gov.cn/beltandroad/2023-11/24/content_116837913.htm#:~:text=The%20document%20specified%20five%20objectives,system%20to%20support%20China's%20open
http://english.scio.gov.cn/beltandroad/2023-11/24/content_116837913.htm#:~:text=The%20document%20specified%20five%20objectives,system%20to%20support%20China's%20open
http://english.scio.gov.cn/beltandroad/2023-11/24/content_116837913.htm#:~:text=The%20document%20specified%20five%20objectives,system%20to%20support%20China's%20open
http://english.scio.gov.cn/beltandroad/2023-11/24/content_116837913.htm#:~:text=The%20document%20specified%20five%20objectives,system%20to%20support%20China's%20open
https://www.aiddata.org/publications/banking-on-the-belt-and-road
https://www.aiddata.org/publications/banking-on-the-belt-and-road
https://laopdr.un.org/sites/default/files/2021-09/ASP_Lao%20PDR%20Country%20Profile%2030July2021.pdf

International Journal Of History And Political Sciences (ISSN — 2771-2222)

09/ASP_Lao%20PDR%20Country%20Profile%2030July2

t/factbox-myanmar-suspends-controversial-myitsone-

021.pdf. Published 2020.

Chheang V, Pheakdey H. Cambodian Perspective on the
Belt and Road Initiative. In: NIDS Joint Research Series
No. 17. National Institute for Defense Studies, Tokyo;
2019. Available from:
https://www.nids.mod.go.jp/english/publication/joint r

esearch/series17/pdf/chapter01.pdf.

Marsh N. What China's economic problems mean for
the world. BBC. Available from:
https://www.bbc.com/news/business-66840367.
Published 29 September 2023.

Transnational Institute. Selling the Silk Road Spirit:
China's Belt and Road Initiative in Myanmar. 2019.

Menon J. The Belt and Road Initiative in Cambodia:
Costs and Benefits, Real and Perceived. ISEAS - Yusof
Ishak Institute (Working Paper No. 2023-1). 2023.
Available from: https://www.iseas.edu.sg/wp-
content/uploads/2023/03/ISEAS EWP 2023-

1 Menon.pdf.

Voros Z, Pongkhao S. Laos and the Belt and Road
Initiative: An Interconnector Helping the Chinese
Needs? Foreign Policy Review. 2020;13:24-38. Available
from: https://real.mtak.hu/120034/.

Mark, Overland, and Vakulchuk. Sharing the Spoils:
Winners and Losers in the Belt and Road Initiative in
Myanmar. Journal of Current Southeast Asian Affairs.
2020;39(3):381-404.

Mark S, Indra O, Roman V. Sharing the Spoils: Winners
and Losers in the Belt and Road Initiative in Myanmar.
Journal of Current Southeast Asian Affairs.
2020;39(3):381-404.

Gong X. The Belt and Road Initiative Is Still China’s
“Gala” but Without as Much Luster. Carnegie
Endowment for International Peace. Available from:
https://carnegieendowment.org/posts/2023/03/the-
belt-and-road-initiative-is-still-chinas-gala-but-without-
as-much-luster?lang=en. Published 3 March 2023.

Shih TH. Controversial Chinese projects in Cambodia
bow to public pressure. South China Morning Post.
Available from:
https://www.scmp.com/article/977985/controversial-
chinese-projects-cambodia-bow-public-pressure.
Published 3 September 2011.

Kuik C-C. Laos’s Enthusiastic Embrace of China’s Belt
and Road Initiative. Asian Perspective. 2021;45(4):735-
59.

Factbox: Myanmar suspends controversial Myitsone
Dam. Reuters. Available from:
https://www.reuters.com/article/business/environmen

International Journal Of History And Political Sciences

dam-idUSTRE78T15S/. Published 30 September 2011.

Transnational Institute. Selling the Silk Road Spirit:
China's Belt and Road Initiative in Myanmar. 2019; p.
23.

Hiep LH. The Belt and Road Initiative in Vietnam. In:
NIDS Joint Research Series No. 17. National Institute for
Defense Studies, Tokyo; 2019.

Horn S, Reinhart C, Trebesch C. China's Overseas
Lending. Kiel Institute for the World Economy (Working
Paper No. 2132). 2019. Available from:
https://www.ifw-
kiel.de/fileadmin/Dateiverwaltung/IfW-
Publications/Christoph Trebesch/KWP 2132.pdf.

Transnational Institute. Selling the Silk Road Spirit:
China's Belt and Road Initiative in Myanmar. 2019.

Horn S, Reinhart C, Trebesch C. China's Overseas
Lending. Kiel Institute for the World Economy (Working
Paper No. 2132). 2019.

Hiep LH. The Belt and Road Initiative in Vietnam. In:
NIDS Joint Research Series No. 17. National Institute for
Defense Studies, Tokyo; 2019.

Sok S, Pheakdey N, Piseth K, Tepsamol C. China-
Cambodia cooperation within the Belt and Road
Initiatives (BRI) Context, supporting Cambodia’s
Economic Growth and Social Development. Journal of
Chakrabongse Bhuvanarth International Institute for
Interdisciplinary Studies. 2023;1(1):10-38.

Transnational Institute. Selling the Silk Road Spirit:
China's Belt and Road Initiative in Myanmar. 2019.

China’s International Development Cooperation in the
New Era. The State Council Information Office of the
People’s Republic of China. Available from:
https://english.www.gov.cn/archive/whitepaper/20210
1/10/content WS5ffabbbbc6d0f72576943922.html.
Published 10 January 2021.

Transnational Institute. Selling the Silk Road Spirit:
China's Belt and Road Initiative in Myanmar. 2019; p. 7.

Chheang V, Pheakdey H. Cambodian Perspective on the
Belt and Road Initiative. In: NIDS Joint Research Series
No. 17. National Institute for Defense Studies, Tokyo;
2019.

Kuik C-C. Laos’s Enthusiastic Embrace of China’s Belt
and Road Initiative. Asian Perspective. 2021;45(4):735-
59.

Transnational Institute. Selling the Silk Road Spirit:
China's Belt and Road Initiative in Myanmar. 2019.

Paing TA. China in Myanmar: How the Game-Changing
Neighbor Would Continue to Maintain Its Influence.
Stimson Center (Issue Brief). 2024.

https://theusajournals.com/index.php/ijhps


https://laopdr.un.org/sites/default/files/2021-09/ASP_Lao%20PDR%20Country%20Profile%2030July2021.pdf
https://laopdr.un.org/sites/default/files/2021-09/ASP_Lao%20PDR%20Country%20Profile%2030July2021.pdf
https://www.nids.mod.go.jp/english/publication/joint_research/series17/pdf/chapter01.pdf
https://www.nids.mod.go.jp/english/publication/joint_research/series17/pdf/chapter01.pdf
https://www.bbc.com/news/business-66840367
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/ISEAS_EWP_2023-1_Menon.pdf
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/ISEAS_EWP_2023-1_Menon.pdf
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/ISEAS_EWP_2023-1_Menon.pdf
https://real.mtak.hu/120034/
https://carnegieendowment.org/posts/2023/03/the-belt-and-road-initiative-is-still-chinas-gala-but-without-as-much-luster?lang=en
https://carnegieendowment.org/posts/2023/03/the-belt-and-road-initiative-is-still-chinas-gala-but-without-as-much-luster?lang=en
https://carnegieendowment.org/posts/2023/03/the-belt-and-road-initiative-is-still-chinas-gala-but-without-as-much-luster?lang=en
https://www.scmp.com/article/977985/controversial-chinese-projects-cambodia-bow-public-pressure
https://www.scmp.com/article/977985/controversial-chinese-projects-cambodia-bow-public-pressure
https://www.reuters.com/article/business/environment/factbox-myanmar-suspends-controversial-myitsone-dam-idUSTRE78T15S/
https://www.reuters.com/article/business/environment/factbox-myanmar-suspends-controversial-myitsone-dam-idUSTRE78T15S/
https://www.reuters.com/article/business/environment/factbox-myanmar-suspends-controversial-myitsone-dam-idUSTRE78T15S/
https://www.ifw-kiel.de/fileadmin/Dateiverwaltung/IfW-Publications/Christoph_Trebesch/KWP_2132.pdf
https://www.ifw-kiel.de/fileadmin/Dateiverwaltung/IfW-Publications/Christoph_Trebesch/KWP_2132.pdf
https://www.ifw-kiel.de/fileadmin/Dateiverwaltung/IfW-Publications/Christoph_Trebesch/KWP_2132.pdf
https://english.www.gov.cn/archive/whitepaper/202101/10/content_WS5ffa6bbbc6d0f72576943922.html
https://english.www.gov.cn/archive/whitepaper/202101/10/content_WS5ffa6bbbc6d0f72576943922.html

International Journal Of History And Political Sciences (ISSN — 2771-2222)

Vu V-H, Soong J-J, Nguyen K-N. Vietnam's Perceptions
and Strategies toward China's Belt and Road Initiative
Expansion: Hedging with Resisting. The Chinese
Economy. 2021;54(1):56-68.

Hiep LH. The Belt and Road Initiative in Vietnam. In:
NIDS Joint Research Series No. 17. National Institute for
Defense Studies, Tokyo; 2019.

International Journal Of History And Political Sciences 6 https://theusajournals.com/index.php/ijhps



