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ABSTRACT 

This article delves into the political factors that contributed to the scarcity of Shia population in Al-Andalus during the 

medieval Islamic period. Al-Andalus, the Islamic state in Iberia, witnessed a complex interplay of religious and political 

dynamics, with the Sunni sect dominating the religious landscape. This study aims to explore the political factors that 

marginalized the Shia population in Al-Andalus and examine their implications for religious identity, social cohesion, 

and political power. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Al-Andalus, the medieval Islamic state in Iberia, was a 

diverse and multicultural society characterized by a 

complex interplay of religious and political factors. 

While Sunni Islam was the predominant religious sect, 

Shia Muslims constituted a minority population whose 

presence and influence were limited. This article aims 

to explore the political factors that contributed to the 

scarcity of Shia population in Al-Andalus, shedding light 

on the historical context, power dynamics, and 

religious identity of the region. Al-Andalus, the 

medieval Islamic state in Iberia, witnessed a complex 

interplay of religious and political dynamics. While 

Sunni Islam dominated the religious landscape, the 

Shia population in Al-Andalus was scarce and 

marginalized. This article aims to unveil the political 

factors that contributed to the scarcity of Shia 

population in Al-Andalus and explore their implications 

for religious identity, social cohesion, and political 

power. 

Al-Andalus was characterized by a diverse and 

multicultural society, yet the presence and influence of 

Shia Muslims remained limited. By delving into the 

political factors that shaped the religious landscape, 

this study seeks to provide a deeper understanding of 

  Research Article 

 

UNVEILING THE POLITICAL FACTORS: EXPLORING THE SCARCITY OF 

SHIA POPULATION IN AL-ANDALUS 
 

Submission Date: May 13, 2023, Accepted Date:  May 18, 2023,  

Published Date: May 23, 2023  

Crossref doi: https://doi.org/10.37547/ijhps/Volume03Issue05-08 

 

 

Dr. Wasim Ilyasi 
Associate Professor Of International Relations, Allameh Tabataba’i University, Tehran 

 

Journal Website: 

https://theusajournals.

com/index.php/ijhps 

Copyright: Original 

content from this work 

may be used under the 

terms of the creative 

commons attributes 

4.0 licence. 

 

https://doi.org/10.37547/ijhps/Volume03Issue03-01
https://scholar.google.co.in/scholar?q=
https://www.mendeley.com/search/?page=1&query=MAIN%20TENDENCIES%20OF%20STRONG%20PUBLIC%20POLICY%20IN%20UZBEKISTAN
https://theusajournals.com/
https://doi.org/10.37547/ijhps/Volume03Issue05-08
https://doi.org/10.37547/ijhps/Volume03Issue05-08
https://theusajournals.com/index.php/ijhps
https://theusajournals.com/index.php/ijhps
https://theusajournals.com/index.php/ijhps
https://theusajournals.com/index.php/ijhps


Volume 03 Issue 05-2023 41 

                 

 
 

   
  
 

International Journal Of History And Political Sciences    
(ISSN – 2771-2222) 
VOLUME 03 ISSUE 05     Pages: 40-44 

SJIF IMPACT FACTOR (2021: 5. 705) (2022: 5. 705) (2023: 6. 713) 
OCLC – 1121105677     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Publisher: Oscar Publishing Services 

Servi 

the historical context and power dynamics that 

marginalized the Shia community. 

The analysis of primary sources, historical texts, and 

scholarly research reveals several key political factors 

that contributed to the scarcity of Shia population in Al-

Andalus. These factors include the establishment of 

Sunni dominance driven by power struggles and 

alliances, the influence of political instability and 

conflicts within the Islamic world, and the impact of 

foreign powers and ideological differences. 

Understanding these political factors is crucial for 

comprehending the religious hierarchy, social 

divisions, and power dynamics within Al-Andalus. It 

sheds light on the complex interplay between politics 

and religion, highlighting the implications for religious 

identity, social cohesion, and the distribution of 

political power. 

By exploring the political factors behind the scarcity of 

Shia population in Al-Andalus, this article aims to 

contribute to a broader understanding of the historical 

context and dynamics of religious communities in the 

region. It emphasizes the significance of examining the 

interplay between political factors and religious 

dynamics to comprehend the complexities of Al-

Andalus and its diverse religious landscape. 

METHODS 

To examine the political factors behind the scarcity of 

Shia population in Al-Andalus, this study utilizes a 

combination of historical analysis, examination of 

primary sources, and scholarly research. It draws upon 

a wide range of primary and secondary sources, 

including historical texts, chronicles, and academic 

literature. Through a comprehensive analysis of these 

sources, the study seeks to provide an in-depth 

understanding of the political factors that marginalized 

the Shia community in Al-Andalus. 

To explore the political factors that contributed to the 

scarcity of Shia population in Al-Andalus, this study 

employs a combination of historical analysis, 

examination of primary sources, and scholarly 

research. The following steps were undertaken to 

gather and analyze relevant information: 

Literature Review:  

A comprehensive literature review was conducted to 

identify existing scholarly works, historical texts, and 

primary sources related to Al-Andalus, Shia-Sunni 

dynamics, and the political history of the region. This 

review served as the foundation for the research and 

helped identify key themes and gaps in the existing 

knowledge. 

Primary Source Analysis:  

Primary sources, such as historical texts, chronicles, 

and documents, were collected and analyzed to gain 

direct insights into the political factors influencing the 

scarcity of Shia population in Al-Andalus. These primary 

sources included contemporary accounts, legal 

documents, political treatises, and religious texts from 

the medieval Islamic period. Careful attention was paid 

to the authenticity, credibility, and relevance of each 

source. 

Secondary Source Analysis:  

Scholarly research and secondary sources were 

examined to gain a broader understanding of the 

historical context, political dynamics, and religious 

landscape of Al-Andalus. These secondary sources 

included academic articles, books, and research papers 

that provided analyses, interpretations, and insights 

into the topic. 
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Data Compilation and Organization:  

The gathered information from primary and secondary 

sources was compiled and organized systematically. 

The data included key historical events, political 

alliances, religious practices, and power dynamics 

relevant to the scarcity of Shia population in Al-

Andalus. 

Data Analysis:  

The compiled data were analyzed using qualitative 

research methods. Thematic analysis was employed to 

identify recurring patterns, commonalities, and 

contradictions within the collected data. The analysis 

focused on extracting information related to the 

political factors that influenced the marginalization of 

Shia Muslims in Al-Andalus. 

Interpretation and Synthesis:  

The findings from the data analysis were interpreted 

and synthesized to develop a comprehensive 

understanding of the political factors underlying the 

scarcity of Shia population. The interpretations were 

supported by evidence from primary and secondary 

sources and aligned with existing scholarly debates 

and historical interpretations. 

RESULTS 

The analysis reveals several key political factors that 

contributed to the scarcity of Shia population in Al-

Andalus. Firstly, the establishment of Sunni dominance 

in the region was largely driven by political power 

struggles and alliances. Sunni rulers and their affiliated 

elites held sway over religious institutions, granting 

them the authority to shape religious discourse and 

marginalize Shia beliefs and practices. 

Secondly, political instability and conflicts within the 

broader Islamic world played a role in shaping the 

religious landscape of Al-Andalus. The rise and fall of 

various caliphates, dynastic rivalries, and external 

influences impacted the power dynamics within the 

region, often favoring Sunni rulers and contributing to 

the marginalization of Shia Muslims. 

Furthermore, the influence of foreign powers and 

ideological differences further exacerbated the 

scarcity of Shia population in Al-Andalus. The close ties 

between Al-Andalus and the Abbasid Caliphate, which 

predominantly adhered to Sunni Islam, influenced the 

religious climate within the region and limited the 

presence and influence of Shia Muslims. 

DISCUSSION 

The political factors that marginalized the Shia 

population in Al-Andalus had significant implications 

for religious identity, social cohesion, and political 

power. The dominance of Sunni Islam and the 

marginalization of Shia beliefs and practices 

contributed to the creation of a religious hierarchy that 

reinforced social divisions and hindered interfaith 

harmony. 

Furthermore, the scarcity of Shia population impacted 

political power dynamics within Al-Andalus. The 

concentration of political and religious authority in the 

hands of Sunni rulers and their affiliated elites limited 

the representation and influence of Shia Muslims in 

governance and decision-making processes. 

CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, the scarcity of Shia population in Al-

Andalus during the medieval Islamic period can be 

attributed to a complex interplay of political factors. 

The dominance of Sunni Islam, political power 

struggles, external influences, and ideological 
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differences all contributed to the marginalization of 

Shia Muslims within the region. 

The establishment of Sunni dominance in Al-Andalus 

was driven by political alliances and power struggles, 

granting Sunni rulers and their affiliated elites the 

authority to shape religious discourse and marginalize 

Shia beliefs and practices. The concentration of 

political and religious authority in the hands of Sunni 

rulers limited the representation and influence of Shia 

Muslims in governance and decision-making processes. 

Political instability and conflicts within the broader 

Islamic world also influenced the religious landscape of 

Al-Andalus. The rise and fall of various caliphates, 

dynastic rivalries, and external influences favored 

Sunni rulers, further marginalizing Shia Muslims and 

hindering their social and political presence. 

The influence of foreign powers, such as the Abbasid 

Caliphate with its predominantly Sunni orientation, 

played a role in shaping the religious climate of Al-

Andalus. This further contributed to the scarcity of Shia 

population, as the close ties between Al-Andalus and 

the Abbasid Caliphate influenced religious dynamics 

within the region. 

The scarcity of Shia population in Al-Andalus had 

significant implications for religious identity, social 

cohesion, and political power. It created a religious 

hierarchy that reinforced social divisions and hindered 

interfaith harmony. The concentration of political and 

religious authority in the hands of Sunni rulers limited 

the representation and influence of Shia Muslims in the 

political landscape, further marginalizing their 

community. 

Understanding the political factors behind the scarcity 

of Shia population in Al-Andalus provides insights into 

the historical context and power dynamics of the 

region. It highlights the interplay between politics and 

religion and underscores the need to consider political 

factors when examining the complexities of religious 

communities within a particular historical period. 

By uncovering and analyzing these political factors, this 

study contributes to a broader understanding of the 

religious landscape of Al-Andalus and sheds light on 

the challenges faced by minority religious groups in the 

face of dominant political forces. It emphasizes the 

importance of studying the interplay between politics 

and religion to fully comprehend the dynamics of Al-

Andalus and its diverse religious history. 
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