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ABSTRACT 

This article examines the common grammatical errors observed in schoolchildren learning English as a second 

language. Through a systematic analysis of learner errors, this research aims to identify recurring patterns and 

challenges in grammatical competence among school-aged English language learners. By shedding light on these 

typical mistakes, educators can tailor their teaching strategies to address specific areas of difficulty and enhance 

students' grammatical proficiency. The findings contribute to the ongoing discourse on effective English language 

teaching methodologies for schoolchildren. 
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INTRODUCTION

Learning English as a second language is a complex and 

dynamic process, particularly for schoolchildren who 

are at the early stages of language acquisition. 

Grammatical competence plays a pivotal role in the 

development of language proficiency, as it forms the 

foundation for effective communication and 

comprehension. However, schoolchildren often 
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encounter challenges and make typical mistakes as 

they navigate the intricacies of English grammar. 

This article delves into the topic of typical mistakes in 

the grammatical competence of schoolchildren 

learning English. By examining common errors 

observed in school-aged learners, we aim to shed light 

on recurring patterns and challenges in grammatical 

acquisition. Understanding these typical mistakes is 

essential for educators, as it allows them to tailor their 

teaching approaches and provide targeted support to 

address areas of difficulty. 

Through a comprehensive analysis of learner errors, 

this article seeks to provide insights into the factors 

influencing grammatical competence development 

among schoolchildren. By identifying the root causes 

of common errors, educators can develop effective 

instructional strategies to scaffold students' learning 

and enhance their grammatical proficiency. 

Ultimately, the findings of this article contribute to the 

ongoing dialogue on effective English language 

teaching methodologies for schoolchildren. By 

addressing typical mistakes in grammatical 

competence, educators can better support students in 

their language learning journey and pave the way for 

improved communication skills and academic success. 

Grammatical competence refers to the ability to use 

grammatical structures accurately and appropriately in 

language production and comprehension. It 

encompasses knowledge of syntax, morphology, and 

semantics, allowing individuals to form grammatically 

correct sentences, understand linguistic patterns, and 

convey meaning effectively. 

In the context of schoolchildren learning English as a 

second language, grammatical competence plays a 

fundamental role in language acquisition and 

proficiency development. It serves as the building 

blocks upon which communication skills are 

constructed, enabling students to express themselves 

fluently and comprehend written and spoken 

language. 

Understanding grammatical competence involves 

more than just memorizing rules and structures; it 

requires an awareness of language functions, context, 

and pragmatics. Schoolchildren must learn how to 

apply grammatical rules in different communicative 

situations, adapt their language use to various 

registers and contexts, and comprehend the nuances 

of language usage. 

However, achieving grammatical competence can be 

challenging for schoolchildren, particularly those 

learning English as a second language. They may 

encounter difficulties with verb tenses, word order, 

articles, prepositions, and other grammatical features 

that differ from their native language. Additionally, 

factors such as exposure to English outside the 

classroom, quality of instruction, and individual 
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learning styles can influence students' acquisition of 

grammatical competence. 

Despite these challenges, fostering grammatical 

competence is essential for schoolchildren's language 

development and academic success. It enhances their 

ability to communicate effectively, express ideas 

coherently, and engage with academic texts and 

materials. Moreover, grammatical competence is 

closely linked to other language skills, such as reading, 

writing, listening, and speaking, making it a 

foundational aspect of language proficiency. 

In the following sections of this article, we will delve 

deeper into the common grammatical errors observed 

among schoolchildren learning English, explore factors 

influencing grammatical competence development, 

and discuss practical strategies for addressing these 

challenges in the classroom. By gaining a better 

understanding of grammatical competence, educators 

can better support schoolchildren in their language 

learning journey and promote their overall language 

proficiency. 

The methodology employed in this study involves a 

systematic analysis of learner errors to identify 

common grammatical mistakes made by 

schoolchildren in learning English as a second 

language. The following steps outline the approach 

used to collect, analyze, and interpret data: 

Data Collection: Gather samples of written and spoken 

language produced by schoolchildren learning English. 

Collect samples from diverse sources, including 

classroom assignments, exams, essays, oral 

presentations, and informal conversations. Ensure the 

inclusion of samples from learners at different 

proficiency levels and language backgrounds to 

capture a broad range of grammatical errors. 

Error Analysis: Analyze the collected data to identify 

grammatical errors made by schoolchildren. 

Categorize errors based on grammatical structures or 

language features, such as verb tenses, word order, 

articles, pronouns, and conjunctions. Classify errors 

according to their frequency, severity, and significance 

in language production and comprehension. 

Error Classification: Classify grammatical errors into 

distinct categories to facilitate systematic analysis. 

Group errors based on their linguistic properties, 

including syntactic, morphological, and semantic 

features. Identify recurring patterns and common 

challenges in grammatical competence among 

schoolchildren. 

Error Identification: Identify the root causes of 

common grammatical errors, including native 

language interference, lack of exposure to English 

input, and insufficient instructional support. Explore 

factors influencing grammatical competence 

development, such as age, language proficiency, 
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learning environment, and instructional methods. 

Consider individual differences and learner 

characteristics that may impact the occurrence and 

persistence of grammatical errors. 

Data Interpretation: Interpret the findings of the error 

analysis to draw meaningful insights into the 

grammatical competence of schoolchildren learning 

English. Discuss the implications of common 

grammatical errors for language teaching and learning, 

highlighting areas of focus for instructional 

intervention. Reflect on the relevance of the findings 

to the broader context of English language education 

and curriculum development for schoolchildren. 

Limitations and Considerations: Acknowledge any 

limitations or biases in the data collection and analysis 

process, such as sample size, representativeness, and 

generalizability. Consider the socio-cultural and 

contextual factors that may influence the occurrence 

and interpretation of grammatical errors among 

schoolchildren. Provide recommendations for future 

research directions and methodological improvements 

to further investigate grammatical competence in 

English language learners. 

By employing a systematic methodology for error 

analysis, this study aims to provide valuable insights 

into the grammatical challenges faced by 

schoolchildren learning English as a second language. 

Through a comprehensive examination of learner 

errors, educators can develop targeted instructional 

strategies to address common grammatical mistakes 

and support students' language learning needs 

effectively. 

To solve these problems we need to improve 

grammatical competence. Grammatical competence 

plays a fundamental role in language acquisition, 

shaping learners' ability to communicate effectively 

and comprehend linguistic structures. However, the 

development of grammatical competence among 

English language learners is influenced by various 

factors that impact their language learning 

experiences and outcomes. This essay explores the key 

factors that influence grammatical competence in 

English language learning, highlighting the importance 

of understanding these factors for educators in 

supporting learners' language development. 

Age and Developmental Stage: Age and 

developmental stage are significant factors influencing 

grammatical competence in language learning. 

Younger learners may exhibit different patterns of 

grammatical errors compared to older students due to 

cognitive development and language acquisition 

milestones. Research suggests that younger learners 

may have greater flexibility and proficiency in acquiring 

grammatical structures, although learners of all ages 

can develop grammatical competence with 

appropriate instruction and support.  
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Language Input and Exposure: The amount and quality 

of language input and exposure received by English 

language learners significantly impact their 

grammatical competence. Exposure to authentic 

English language materials, such as books, audiovisual 

media, and real-life interactions, provides 

opportunities for learners to internalize grammatical 

structures and language patterns. Additionally, 

immersion in English-speaking environments enhances 

learners' exposure to natural language use and 

facilitates the acquisition of grammatical competence. 

Instructional Methods and Approaches: The 

instructional methods and approaches employed in 

English language classrooms play a crucial role in 

shaping students' grammatical competence. 

Communicative and task-based approaches focus on 

meaningful language use and interaction, providing 

opportunities for students to practice and apply 

grammatical structures in context. Conversely, explicit 

instruction, such as grammar drills and exercises, can 

support grammatical competence development by 

providing systematic practice and reinforcement of 

language rules and structures. 

Language Background and Transfer: The linguistic 

background of English language learners, including 

their first language (L1) and any additional languages 

spoken, influences their acquisition of grammatical 

structures. Transfer of language features from the L1 

to English may result in errors influenced by the 

grammatical rules and patterns of the native language. 

Positive transfer, where similarities between 

languages facilitate learning, and negative transfer, 

where differences lead to errors, both play a role in 

grammatical competence development. 

Individual Learning Styles and Preferences: English 

language learners have diverse learning styles, 

preferences, and strengths that influence how they 

acquire and internalize grammatical structures. Some 

learners may benefit from visual aids, hands-on 

activities, or collaborative learning experiences, while 

others may prefer explicit instruction and structured 

practice. Understanding and accommodating 

individual learning preferences can enhance students' 

engagement and motivation, leading to more effective 

language learning outcomes. 

Socio-Cultural Context and Exposure: Socio-cultural 

factors, such as family background, socio-economic 

status, and cultural norms, impact learners' exposure 

to English language and opportunities for language 

use. Access to English-language resources, support 

from family and community members, and cultural 

attitudes towards language learning influence 

students' motivation and engagement in language 

acquisition. Additionally, exposure to English-speaking 

environments and cultural contexts enhances learners' 

linguistic and cultural competence. 
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Feedback and Corrective Input: The type and quality of 

feedback provided by educators and peers play a 

crucial role in shaping grammatical competence. 

Timely and specific feedback that targets grammatical 

errors and provides opportunities for corrective 

practice can help students internalize language rules 

and improve accuracy over time. Error correction 

strategies, such as recasts, explicit correction, and 

metalinguistic feedback, support students in 

recognizing and self-correcting grammatical errors, 

leading to improved grammatical competence. 

CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, grammatical competence in English 

language learning is influenced by various factors, 

including age, language input, instructional methods, 

language background, learning styles, socio-cultural 

context, and feedback. Understanding these factors is 

essential for educators in designing effective 

instructional strategies and interventions to support 

learners' grammatical competence development. By 

addressing the diverse needs and preferences of 

learners and providing meaningful language input, 

educators can create supportive learning 

environments that promote grammatical competence 

and facilitate language acquisition. 
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