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Abstract: This article provides an in-depth analysis of the role of information-media aspects and public diplomacy
in Qatar’s foreign policy. In recent years, globalization, the formation of an information society, and high political
activity in the region have transformed Qatar’s foreign policy into a modern communicative space. The study
examines the ways in which Qatar protects its national interests through information-media platforms,
strengthens its influence in the region, and consolidates its position on the global political stage, with particular
attention to strategies aimed at enhancing “soft power” and international brand ranking. In addition, Qatar’s
experience in information wars, combating fake news, and engaging with the public is evaluated as a relevant

model for the world.
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Introduction: In today’s global environment,
information and communication technologies have
become one of the most powerful instruments of
international politics. The unprecedented speed of
information flows, the influence of social networks and
international mass media have led states to rely not
only on traditional diplomacy but also on modern
communicative methods, information warfare, and
public diplomacy in pursuit of their political interests.
In recent years these factors have risen to the level of a
strategic priority in Qatar’s foreign policy.

Despite its small territory and population, Qatar has
established a stable position in the Middle East and on
the international stage through economic wealth,
strategic location, and innovative policy. In the
contemporary stage of Qatar’s foreign policy,
information-media and public diplomacy have become
one of the principal instruments. The state leadership,
while implementing firm reforms and advanced ideas,
actively employs information flows, international
communications, and the capacity to influence public
opinion alongside economic and political power. The
most vivid examples of this approach include the Al
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Jazeera network, mechanisms of global partnership,
and cultural, sports, and educational diplomacy.

One of the main strategic priorities of Qatar’s foreign
policy is ensuring national security and stability,
increasing political leadership and global influence in
the region, and creating a positive image within the
international community. In addition to traditional
power factors, Qatar is rapidly adapting to modern
threats and opportunities through its economic,
military, political and, most importantly, information-
media potential.

Since the 1990s, information-media diplomacy has
been given priority in Qatar’s foreign policy. Qatar’s
global television brand Al Jazeera, while remaining
faithful to ancient traditions, fundamentally changed
the information space in the region and the world with
the help of modern technologies. Reforms in the
information sphere carried out by the Qatari
government have been implemented through
parliamentary debates, open communication with the
public, and the incorporation of advanced practices
within a global media group.

The current appearance of Qatar’s foreign policy
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demonstrates that the country’s media is based on the
principles of independence, promptness, and
professionalism. Information-media and public
diplomacy have become important instruments for
Qatar not only in achieving its foreign-policy goals but
also in strengthening internal stability, managing the
social climate, and guiding the process of economic
reforms. A significant part of the state budget is
directed toward innovative sectors, the development
of information technologies, education, and media
projects. Against the background of global information
events, international political crises, and regional
competition, Qatari media diplomacy has created a
strong foundation capable of withstanding any
information struggle.

LITERATURE REVIEW AND METHODOLOGY

One of the main instruments of Qatar’s information-
media strategy in foreign policy is the Al Jazeera
network. Founded in 1996, Al Jazeera quickly became a
leading news agency not only in the region but also
worldwide. This media network, with its quality
journalism, impartial approach, and advanced
coverage of global socio-political problems, has
become an integral part of Qatar’s national image. Al
Jazeera’s core strategy consisted of reporting
information quickly, truthfully, and freely. This
approach brought Qatar both awards and criticism on
a global scale.

During many crises in the region, particularly the Arab
Spring, the events in Libya and Syria, the Saudi-Qatari
diplomatic crisis, and the “Great Blockade,” Al Jazeera
became a significant participant in information wars. By
delivering impartial and prompt information, the
network was able to bring Qatar’s position to the
attention of the international public. As a result, Qatar
not only protected its national interests but also
occupied a new media space for the development of
the entire Middle East [1].

Al Jazeera is the leading instrument of Qatar’s soft-
power policy and provided the most effective
protection of state interests in the geopolitical
competition of the region. The Qatari government’s
strategy in the information sector—strengthening its
voice in international information networks and
increasing global competitiveness through modern
projects—created a distinctive positive brand among
the world public. In recent years, through foreign
channels such as Al Jazeera English and Al Jazeera
America, the official and unofficial independence of
Qatari media has been strengthened on an
international scale [2].

In the contemporary stage of Qatar’s foreign policy,
public diplomacy has become the most important link.
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In recent years the government’s development of a
new concept of international cultural diplomacy and its
practical application have produced unique results for
Qatar. Through public diplomacy, Qatar establishes
strong cooperation with other states, international
organizations, non-state companies, and the wider
public.

Public diplomacy is carried out not only at the level of
official intergovernmental meetings, summits, or
supra-state initiatives, but also through international
civic, student and youth forums, scientific and cultural
conferences, sports events, culture weeks, and various
charitable and humanitarian actions. Today Qatar, with
its rich cultural heritage, policy of openness, and
modern development projects, opens opportunities
every year to tens of thousands of foreign investors,
specialists, and tourists.

It was precisely with the help of public diplomacy that
Qatar was able to resist fake news and information on
social networks and in the mass media, and to develop
an environment of national social stability and civic
solidarity. In this process the country’s foreign cultural
centers, scientific-innovative technoparks,
international educational projects, and partnership
relations with the world’s most prestigious universities
also play amajor role. Strict adherence to the principles
of public diplomacy and openness is of strategic
importance for Qatar’s foreign policy, while at the
same time Qatar’s influence on the international stage
continues to grow.

DISCUSSION

Qatar is one of the states that is actively and thoroughly
implementing the concept of “soft power” in its foreign
policy. According to soft-power theory, states can
pursue their interests not only through military or
economic pressure but also through culture,
information, innovation, sport, and education. Qatar
has chosen precisely this path. Today Qatar is
expanding its positive image and sphere of influence
through information technologies, international
cooperation, cultural exchange, sports diplomacy, the
international volunteer movement, and advanced
projects in the field of education.

In 2022 the FIFA World Cup was held in Doha, and the
attention of the entire world was directed toward
Qatar’s advanced experience in the media and
information sphere. This major sporting event made it
possible to break stereotypes about Qatar among
society and the global audience and to promote ideas
of openness and development. A new stage of public
diplomacy was formed in Qatar’s media space through
the cooperation of state initiatives, government news
agencies, independent news networks, social
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networks, and international bloggers. This has helped
Qatar become a distinctive owner of “soft power” on
aninternational scale and has increased the trust of the
international public [3].

In recent years the problem of information wars,
disinformation, and fake news has become an urgent
issue in the global political environment. Within the
framework of Qatar’s foreign policy, information
struggle has been raised to an entirely new stage. The
blockade of Qatar that began in 2017 by Saudi Arabia,
the United Arab Emirates, Bahrain, and Egypt caused
severe informational pressure. Qatari mass media,
including Al Jazeera and other media networks,
succeeded in creating active defense platforms for the
country’s foreign policy, independent decision-making,
and national interests under conditions of information
war.

In response to information wars, the Qatari
government intensified the effective use of social
networks, internet platforms, information-monitoring
complexes, and modern information systems by
attracting leading international experts. Qatar is
actively educating the younger generation toward
acquiring immunity against information attacks and
fake news. By constantly introducing transparency,
promptness, professional journalism, and international
standards in the field of mass information and
communication, Qatar has strengthened its
competitive position in the international information
space.

RESULTS

Cultural diplomacy occupies a special place in the
contemporary direction of Qatar’s foreign policy.
Through cultural diplomacy Qatar introduces the world
to its centuries-old history, cultural values,
international music and art festivals, museum
institutes, and initiatives. At the same time, Qatar’s
modernization and cultural renewal are being carried
out completely openly for the international audience.
Qatari foundations promote cultural projects by
financing them, establishing foreign charitable and
cultural centers, and advancing permanent
international cooperation projects. In this regard Qatar
showcases advanced examples of Islamic civilization as
well as achievements in international architecture,
design, fashion, and contemporary art. Cultural
diplomacy has become the main factor of the country’s
“soft power” and has brought Qatar to a leading place
in modern diplomacy. Qatar’s international brand
ranking is also highly evaluated on the platforms of the
United Nations and other global institutional platforms.
Through its foreign-policy initiatives, culture, sport,
modern media, and social-communication projects,
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Qatar demonstrates a spirit of openness that meets the
requirements of modern society.

Qatar’s foreign policy has always been multi-vector and
balanced, based on the principle of harmonizing
multilateral interests. Qatar has established equal
diplomatic relations not only in Asia or the Middle East
but with all leading political and economic centers of
the world. The country’s multi-vector policy is based on
concord, mediation, international mediation, social
stability, and information openness. In today’s
conditions of globalization Qatar is also an active
participant in international organizations. The
establishment of strategic cooperation with structures
such as the UN, the Organization of Islamic
Cooperation, the Arab League, and the Asian
Infrastructure Investment Bank has given Qatar’s policy
a universal character. It is precisely as a result of
information-media and public diplomacy that Qatar
strives to be a partner in finding positive solutions to
any international and regional problems.

The global development of information and digital
technologies has created strategic opportunities for
Qatar’s foreign policy. Today there is regular
information exchange through all state structures of
the country, diplomatic missions, international
conferences, cultural and scientific forums, internet
networks, and global communication platforms. Qatari
state agencies follow the principles of international
cooperation and openness through various internet
resources, 24-hour online information portals, mobile
applications, and social networks. In particular,
attracting young people and specialists in the field of
modern technology and developing them in
international scientific and information laboratories
has become part of Qatar’s innovative policy. On this
basis official cooperation with international digital
platforms such as Wikipedia, Linkedln, Google News,
Telegram, WhatsApp, and Twitter has been established
in Qatar, and special attention is paid to information
security [4].

As in any development, certain problems exist for
Qatar in the field of information-media and public
diplomacy. The speed and intensity of information
simultaneously give rise to modern threats—fake
news, disinformation attacks, false campaigns in the
international media space, information blockade, and
the problem of censorship. Qatar not only withstands
external information pressure but also pursues a
consistent policy toward the development of internal
social stability, civic solidarity, freedom of speech, and
press independence. In recent years Qatari mass media
have been renewed in accordance with the most
advanced requirements of international standards, and
results have been achieved in many additional
188
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directions through information exchange with foreign
states, intercultural cooperation, and regional social
projects. At the same time, the threat of black PR and
information sanctions, serious information pressure in
regional politics, and the spread of incorrect
perceptions on certain social networks constantly
encourage the improvement of Qatar’s media strategy
[5].

Information-media and public diplomacy occupy an
important place in Qatar’s foreign policy. The country
effectively uses information and media instruments to
form and strengthen its international image and to
advance its position in regional and global political
processes. Qatar’s success in the information sphere is
manifested through many international mass media,
especially the Al Jazeera television channel. This media
network, as part of the country’s foreign policy, is of
great importance in covering Qatar’s point of view on
the world’s major events and conflict zones.

In public diplomacy Qatar strives to present itself as an
open and development-oriented state through various
international events, sports competitions, and cultural
projects. Hosting world-scale sports events or
international forums allows Qatar to attract attention
as a modern and innovative state. By working with the
media and the public, Qatar advances its political
interests and forms a positive attitude toward itself on
the regional and international stage. Qatar’s
information-media strategy continues to demonstrate
its effectiveness not only at the regional but also at the
global level. By managing information flows and
creating an independent and free media space, the
country’s foreign-policy opportunities are expanding.
The active application of public diplomacy also
distinguishes Qatar from other countries. Through its
activity it succeeds both in strengthening diplomatic
relations and in raising its status in the system of
international relations.

In general, information-media and public diplomacy in
Qatar’s foreign policy are being implemented in a clear
and harmonious direction adapted to modern trends
and needs. This gives the country a number of
advantages on the international stage and serves as an
important instrument in ensuring its stable economic
and political development. Information-media and
public diplomacy are proving themselves as the most
modern, effective, and practical instruments in Qatar’s
foreign policy. Compared with neighboring states,
Qatar is building its foreign-policy strategy more on
“soft power” instruments—that is, modern
information-communication  technologies, media,
culture, and sport. Qatar is achieving a considerable
strengthening of its reputation, trust, cooperation, and
influence on the global and regional stage.
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Information-media policy is one of the most active and
effective aspects of Qatar’s foreign policy. At the center
of the information network created in Qatar and
famous on the international stage is the incomparable
role of the Al Jazeera television channel. Today this
channel has become a major creative and analytical
information platform not only in the Arab world but
worldwide. Through Al Jazeera, Qatar demonstrates an
independent and critical position regarding its foreign
policy, economic and cultural achievements,
developments in society, and socio-political events in
the region, thereby captivating a large international
audience. In this respect the main attention in Qatar’s
information-media policy is given to openly and
truthfully covering social and political processes for the
world  public, approaching regional events
comprehensively, and advancing a constructive
attitude toward peace and development.

Public diplomacy is also given a special place in Qatar’s
foreign policy. In the country’s foreign-policy activity,
hosting international sports events, implementing
cultural and scientific projects and initiatives, and
participating in international forums, conferences, and
other important gatherings are regarded as the main
instruments. By hosting the world’s leading sports
games and putting important initiatives into practice in
the fields of culture, art, innovation, and science, Qatar
succeeds in presenting its image in a positive manner.
The country continues to demonstrate its commitment
to principles such as openness and freedom of speech
and thought in advancing its points of view on an
international scale. Qatar also successfully conducts
mediation activities in resolving international conflicts
and contradictions. In foreign policy priority is given to
new diplomatic formats, multilateral dialogue,
cooperation, mutual trust, and ideas of peacefulness.
Qatar continues to participate actively in international
organizations, humanitarian and charitable
foundations, social networks, and the media space by
disseminating information, applying the correct
approach, and presenting itself as a responsible actor
at the regional and global levels. Strategies related to
information-media and public diplomacy in Qatar’s
foreign policy are implemented through the effective
use of modern technological instruments, the
introduction of innovative approaches, and sufficient
activity on international social networks.

Through its information-media policy Qatar strives to
demonstrate the openness and modernity of its
system. The international community seeks to
recognize Qatar not only as an economically but also as
a culturally and politically strong, modern state that
observes democratic values. Precisely through the
media, freedom of speech and openness to different
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opinions and views are becoming a way of life in Qatar,
which serves as a solid foundation for improving legal
and political ties with other states. On existing
information platforms, online platforms, and networks,
Qatar’s foreign policy, internal development, and social
and cultural events are regularly covered and
presented to the attention of the world public. With its
friendly and constructive policy, Qatar advances the
peaceful and diplomatic resolution of many
contradictions and conflicts in the region. At the same
time Qatar’s foreign policy is also an independent,
responsible, and reliable approach; the country is
interested in preserving its influence and reputation
and in deepening international cooperation,
investment, and development. High-level activity in the
world information space and the use of innovative
methods in communicative and cultural diplomacy give
Qatar the opportunity to make its voice heard even
more strongly on today’s global stage. In addition,
Qatar is increasing its international propaganda and
production potential by means of modern information-
communication technologies and, in cooperation with
various countries, is opening new opportunities for
talented people, youth, and specialists and paying
great attention to preparing them on an international
scale.

The factors mentioned above show that information-
media and public diplomacy possess a distinctive
power and status in Qatar’s foreign policy and serve as
the strongest, most effective, and most extensive soft-
power instrument in the modern world. Qatar is
forming its influence, reputation, and trust on the
global and regional stage mainly through this direction
and, by increasing its activity in the dynamic socio-
political environment of the modern world, is striving
to raise the foreign policy of the new era to a high
stage.

CONCLUSION

Information-media and public diplomacy have become
a broad and strategically important direction in Qatar’s
foreign policy. The effective use of information and
communication instruments serves Qatar not only in
achieving its foreign-policy interests but also as the
most important weapon in ensuring national security,
stable development, and an open democratic
environment. With its foreign policy based on “soft
power,” modern communication, openness, cultural
cooperation, and innovative technologies, Qatar has
become a competitive state in the regions of the world.

The most important achievement of Qatar’s foreign
policy in the modern information society is the creation
of reliable, open, and professional information sources
on a world scale, constant dialogue with the public, and
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the strengthening of its positive international brand. At
the same time, in order to strengthen immunity against
information war, disinformation, and international
pressure, Qatar continues its media strategy in
accordance with the times. Qatar’s experience is
regarded as a distinctive model in international
diplomacy and modern media management.
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