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Abstract: The article analyzes and extensively utilizes research conducted by foreign scholars on the topic of
Uzbekistan's global environmental policy within the UN framework and its participation in planetary issues, as
well as the opinions expressed in their scientific articles. It highlights the Aral Sea tragedy, acknowledging it as a
problem not only for Uzbekistan but on a global scale; the speeches delivered at the UN by the first head of our
state, |. Karimov; and the fact that this problem remains a pressing issue today, having become an object of

environmental diplomacy.

Keywords: Aral Sea, United Nations, ecology, global, crisis, water diplomacy, Central Asia, international
cooperation, deforestation, soil erosion, transnational environmental security, environmental diplomacy and

international diplomatic arena.

Introduction: At the current stage of international
cooperation, Uzbekistan's global environmental policy
and its engagement with planetary issues within the UN
framework serve as a unique diplomatic model that
demonstrates the harmonization of national interests
and global principles. Since gaining independence, the
country has interpreted environmental security as an
integral part of global sustainable development,
elevating the Aral Sea tragedy to the level of a problem
for all of humanity. From the UN platform, Uzbekistan
has consistently advocated for the necessity of forming
international mechanisms to solve environmental
problems. According to Philip Micklin, “The Aral Sea
crisis has gone beyond the borders of Central Asia and
has become a global environmental security issue, and
in this process, Uzbekistan has become the main
initiator of initiatives raised within the UN framework”
. This view highlights the historical role of Uzbekistan's
foreign policy in the environmental sphere.

Similarly, Erika Weinthal assessed Uzbekistan’s
environmental initiatives within a political-ecological
context, emphasizing that “Uzbekistan’s activities at
the UN have been aimed at water resource
management, ensuring environmental sustainability,
and strengthening transnational environmental
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security” . This approach allows the country’s foreign
policy to be interpreted as an integral part of global
environmental issues. Furthermore, Michael
Falkenmark noted that “through its initiatives on water
resources within the UN framework, Uzbekistan has
brought environmental security to the international
policy agenda” .

Uzbekistan's environmental initiatives are not only
related to the Aral Sea crisis but are also aimed at
implementing  sustainable  development goals,
mitigating the consequences of climate change, and
strengthening international cooperation mechanisms.
Barbara Janusz-Pawletta writes on this topic: “By using
the tools of environmental diplomacy within the UN,
Uzbekistan has reinforced the universal principles of
environmental security by linking regional problems to
a global context” .

The initiatives put forward by Uzbekistan at sessions of
the UN General Assembly were aimed at framing
environmental sustainability as a planetary-scale
problem, which served to strengthen the mechanisms
of international cooperation. In this regard, Erika
Weinthal  writes:  “Uzbekistan’s  environmental
initiatives, particularly its policy aimed at water
resource management and ensuring environmental
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security, have promoted regional cooperation at the
global level” . This approach demonstrates that the
country’s water diplomacy has become an integral part
of global environmental policy.

Discussion And Results

Uzbekistan also stands out for its active position on
climate change and sustainable development. As
Michael Falkenmark noted, “Uzbekistan’s initiatives
within the UN framework have made a significant
contribution to making environmental security one of
the central issues of international politics”
Furthermore, Barbara Janusz-Pawletta also states in
her research: “Through environmental diplomacy,
Uzbekistan has elevated regional problems to a global
context, thereby strengthening the universal principles
of environmental security” .

Uzbekistan’s global environmental policy and its
participation in planetary issues within the UN
framework have been shaped as a complex diplomatic
strategy that harmonizes national interests with
paradigms of international stability. Since gaining
independence, the country has drawn the attention of
the international community by bringing
environmental security to the global agenda,
particularly by framing the Aral Sea tragedy as a
common problem for all humanity. As Philip Micklin
noted, ‘The Aral Sea crisis, while being an ecological
disaster for Central Asia, became an integral part of the
global environmental security concept once it was
raised by Uzbekistan from the UN rostrum” . Such an
approach demonstrates the elevation of Uzbekistan’s
initiatives from a national to a planetary scale.

In its environmental diplomacy, Uzbekistan has shown
constructive engagement in global issues such as
climate change, desertification, and water resource
management, in line with the UN Sustainable
Development Goals. Erika Weinthal writes on this
topic: “Through its statements at the UN, Uzbekistan
has linked regional water resource management with
the principles of international environmental
cooperation, making water diplomacy an integral part
of global politics” . This view indicates that the
environmental dimension of the country’s foreign
policy holds a significant place not only within regional
boundaries but also within the system of international
stability.

According to Michael Falkenmark, “Uzbekistan,
through its initiatives within the UN, has helped bring
water and environmental security into the new security
paradigm, placing ecology at the center of the global
political agenda”. This approach shows the necessity of
interpreting Uzbekistan's foreign policy in alignment
with modern security concepts. Barbara Janusz-
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Pawletta states:  “Uzbekistan’s  environmental
initiatives at the UN have served to address regional
problems in a global context, thereby reinforcing the
universality of environmental security principles” .

Uzbekistan's global environmental policy within the UN
and its engagement in planetary issues have become
one of the most important directions of its post-
independence foreign policy. The country is
distinguished by its initiatives aimed at ensuring global
environmental  security, raising  environmental
problems - particularly the Aral Sea tragedy - on an
international scale as a common problem for all
humanity. Philip Micklin emphasizes that “the Aral Sea
crisis, in terms of its scale, has transcended national
borders to become an issue of global environmental
security, and in this process, Uzbekistan has drawn the
attention of the international community through
initiatives put forward from the UN platform” . This
idea links the environmental dimension of the
country’s foreign policy to the paradigm of
international cooperation.

The initiatives put forward by Uzbekistan at sessions of
the UN General Assembly are a vital part of its
environmental diplomacy practice, serving not only to
resolve regional issues but also to introduce new
priorities to the global environmental agenda. In this
regard, Erika Weinthal states: “Uzbekistan’s activities
at the UN have elevated environmental cooperation to
a global level through water resource management,
ensuring environmental sustainability, and
strengthening transnational environmental security” .
This approach shows that Uzbekistan’s initiatives have
transcended the national scope to become an integral
part of universal environmental policy.

Similarly, according to Michael Falkenmark,
“Uzbekistan’s initiatives within the UN framework have
elevated environmental security to a new security
paradigm, as issues of water resources and
environmental sustainability have been moved to the
center of global policy” . This perspective emphasizes
the need to consider environmental security as
inseparable from the broader concept of security.
Barbara  Janusz-Pawletta  writes:  “Uzbekistan’s
environmental diplomacy at the UN level has helped to
harmonize regional problems with the global context,
thereby reinforcing the universality of environmental
security principles” .

Uzbekistan’s global environmental policy and its
engagement with planetary issues within the UN
framework represent a strategic direction shaped by
the process of harmonizing national environmental
interests with those of the international community.
Since gaining independence, the country has
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strengthened its international position in
environmental diplomacy, primarily by elevating the
Aral Sea crisis to the level of a global problem. As Philip
Micklin noted, “The Aral Sea disaster is now not just a
Central Asian problem; having been repeatedly raised
by Uzbekistan from the UN platform, it has become an
integral part of the concept of global environmental
security” This view confirms that Uzbekistan’s
initiatives have demonstrated the necessity of
addressing environmental problems on a planetary
scale.

The implementation of environmental policy at the UN
level is inextricably linked not only to the protection of
water resources but also to combating climate change
and advancing the Sustainable Development Goals.
Erika Weinthal notes that, “Uzbekistan’s initiatives at
the UN have integrated environmental issues with

political and economic reforms, making water
diplomacy an integral component of global
environmental cooperation”. In this context,

Uzbekistan has succeeded in incorporating the issue of
water resources into the paradigm of not only regional
but also global security.

Analyzing this process, Michael Falkenmark writes that
“Uzbekistan's environmental initiatives have brought
water and environmental security to the center of the
21st-century security concept within the UN
framework”. This approach allows environmental
security to be wunderstood as an inseparable
phenomenon from the classical security paradigm.
Meanwhile, Barbara Janusz-Pawletta, highlighting the
international significance of regional Iinitiatives,
emphasizes that “Uzbekistan, through environmental
diplomacy, has brought regional problems like the Aral
Sea to the global agenda with the help of UN
resolutions”.

Thus, Uzbekistan's global environmental policy within
the UN framework emerges as a historical process
aimed at resolving national environmental problems
through international cooperation mechanisms, which
has transformed environmental security into a
universal planetary principle and contributed to the
integral fabric of global sustainable development.

Since gaining independence, Uzbekistan’s global
environmental policy within the UN framework and its
engagement with planetary issues have been among
the most prominent aspects of its foreign policy,
demonstrated by its success in placing national
environmental problems on the urgent agenda of the
global community. The Aral Sea crisis, in particular,
marked a new stage in international environmental
policy. As Philip Micklin noted, “The Aral Sea tragedy,
by its sheer scale, was recognized not just as a

American Journal Of Social Sciences And Humanity Research

catastrophe in Central Asia, but as a planetary
environmental threat to all humanity, and Uzbekistan’s
speeches from the UN platform were a decisive factor
in this process” . This perspective highlights the historic
role of Uzbekistan's foreign policy in the field of
environmental diplomacy.

At the UN General Assembly, Uzbekistan has
repeatedly advanced issues of sustainable
development, combating desertification, mitigating the
effects of climate change, and ensuring the equitable
management of water resources. Assessing this
process, Erika Weinthal states, “Through its
environmental initiatives, Uzbekistan has elevated
regional environmental cooperation to a global level
and contributed to the formation of international
mechanisms for water resource management” . This
approach demonstrates that Uzbekistan has made

water diplomacy an integral part of global
environmental policy.
Furthermore, Michael Falkenmark, highlighting

Uzbekistan’s role in bringing environmental security to
the global agenda of the 21st century, writes, “The
initiatives put forward by Uzbekistan within the UN
have transformed environmental security into a new
security paradigm”. This viewpoint interprets ecology
as an integral part of the classical security concept.
Barbara Janusz-Pawletta, analyzing Uzbekistan’s legal
initiatives, emphasizes that “the special resolutions
adopted on the Aral Sea are a success for Uzbekistan’s
environmental diplomacy, elevating regional problems
into a global context”.

Uzbekistan’s global environmental policy within the UN
framework and its participation in planetary issues play
a crucial role in the process of establishing
environmental security as one of the new paradigms in
the international diplomatic arena. The country's
initiatives first began by bringing the Aral Sea tragedy
to the international agenda and later integrated with
global issues such as climate change, combating
desertification, and the equitable management of
water resources. Mark S. Williams writes on this topic:
“From the UN rostrum, Uzbekistan has interpreted
environmental problems not only as a regional issue
but as an integral part of global security” . This
perspective demonstrates that Uzbekistan has aligned
the environmental vector of its foreign policy with the
concept of international security.

Uzbekistan's environmental diplomacy is also
inextricably linked to the UN Sustainable Development
Goals. As Erika Weinthal noted, “Uzbekistan’s
environmental initiatives have elevated the issue of
water resource management beyond the national
framework, making it an integral part of global
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environmental policy at the UN level” . Through this,
the country has become recognized as a constructive
participant not only in regional water policy but also in
planetary environmental policy.

Since independence, Uzbekistan's global
environmental policy within the UN framework and its
participation in planetary issues have formed one of
the most important pillars of its foreign policy, holding
historical significance in harmonizing national interests
with global principles. The country's environmental
diplomacy primarily strengthened its conceptual
foundations by bringing the Aral Sea crisis to the
international stage. As Philip Micklin noted, “The Aral
Sea ecological disaster, with its scale and
consequences, went beyond Central Asia and became
a global environmental security problem. When it was
raised by Uzbekistan on the UN platform, this problem
was transformed into a common task for all humanity”
. This approach signifies that Uzbekistan's foreign policy
occupies a unique place in international environmental
diplomacy.

Uzbekistan's speeches at the UN General Assembly
have served to interpret environmental issues not only
within a regional framework but also within the global
security paradigm. Erika Weinthal notes: “Through its
environmental initiatives, Uzbekistan has brought the
issue of water resource management to the
international agenda, making it an integral part of
global environmental cooperation mechanisms” . This
perspective allows Uzbekistan’s initiatives to be
interpreted as an integral part of sustainable
development on a planetary scale.

Since gaining independence, Uzbekistan's global
environmental policy within the UN framework and its
participation in planetary issues have become an
integral part of the country's foreign policy. This activity
has primarily been aimed at elevating environmental
problems beyond the national level, transforming them
into matters concerning the interests of all humanity.
In particular, bringing the Aral Sea tragedy to the
international agenda was accomplished through
Uzbekistan's initiatives on the UN platform. The newly
formed model of environmental diplomacy,
harmonized with a policy of global stability, ensured
Uzbekistan's active participation in planetary-scale
issues. As Philip Micklin noted, "after the Aral Sea
tragedy was raised by Uzbekistan within the UN, it
moved beyond its interpretation as a regional problem
and became a central element of global environmental
security." .

Conclusion

In conclusion, Uzbekistan's global environmental policy
within the framework of the United Nations has
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evolved from a primarily national-oriented agenda to a
multidimensional and proactive component of its
foreign policy. By systematically aligning domestic
environmental priorities - such as water scarcity,
desertification, biodiversity loss, and the consequences
of the Aral Sea crisis - with broader global
environmental challenges, Uzbekistan has positioned
itself as a responsible and engaged actor in
international environmental governance.

This transformation is particularly evident in the
country's efforts to elevate regional environmental
issues to the global stage, thereby reformulating them
as matters of shared human concern. Through active
participation in UN platforms, initiatives, and
multilateral agreements, Uzbekistan has contributed to
shaping international discourse on environmental
sustainability, climate resilience, and ecological
security. In doing so, it not only advocates for the
interests of Central Asia but also promotes collective
responsibility in addressing transboundary
environmental threats.

Moreover, Uzbekistan’s policy approach reflects the
growing recognition that environmental security is
inseparable from global peace and stability. By
integrating ecological considerations into a broader
security paradigm, the country emphasizes the
interconnectedness of environmental degradation,
economic vulnerability, and social instability. This
perspective closely aligns with contemporary global
frameworks, particularly the Sustainable Development
Goals, reinforcing Uzbekistan's commitment to long-
term, inclusive, and sustainable progress.

Importantly, Uzbekistan has also demonstrated
leadership through the initiation of innovative
environmental programs, the promotion of green
economy principles, and the strengthening of regional
cooperation mechanisms. Its advocacy for the
rehabilitation of the Aral Sea region, for example, has
gained international recognition and mobilized global
partnerships, further solidifying its role as a bridge
between local environmental realities and global policy
responses.

Ultimately, Uzbekistan’s engagement in global
environmental issues signifies not just participation,
but an emerging form of environmental diplomacy
characterized by initiative, collaboration, and
normative contribution. By harmonizing national
imperatives with universal values, integrating
environmental priorities into global security thinking,
and advancing the principles of sustainable
development, Uzbekistan is steadily becoming a key
contributor to the evolving architecture of global
environmental governance.
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