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Abstract: This article analyzes the theoretical and pedagogical foundations for developing the creative potential
of youth in a modern educational environment. It reveals the mechanisms for fostering creative thinking,
independent decision-making, an innovative approach, and intellectual activeness. Furthermore, the importance
of utilizing interactive and innovative pedagogical technologies in the educational process to develop creative

abilities is substantiated with scientific evidence.
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Introduction: The global transformation processes
occurring in the world's education systems demand
new approaches to the content and essence of
education. Today, one of the key factors ensuring
societal progress is nurturing a competitive young
generation capable of creative and critical thinking and
of proposing innovative solutions to problems. In this
sense, developing the creative potential of young
people is emerging as a priority task for the education
system. “Learning should foster the intellectual, social,
and moral capacities of students to work together and
transform the world.” [1]

Creativity is not a concept exclusive to the fields of art
or literature; it signifies the ability to create novelty in
any type of activity, to think outside standard
approaches, and to make unconventional decisions. To
succeed in the modern labor market, knowledge alone
is insufficient; the ability to apply, process, and
transform knowledge in new situations is of critical
importance.

State of Research on the Topic. The issue of fostering
creative activity in youth has been extensively studied
in international and national pedagogy. In particular,
the research of scholars such as J.P. Guilford, E.P.
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Torrance, G. Wallas, and M. Csikszentmihalyi holds
significant importance for the formation of creativity
theory. They investigated the psychological, cognitive,
and social mechanisms of creativity.

In national pedagogy, a number of studies on this issue
have been conducted within the frameworks of
humanizing education, the competency-based
approach, and the concept of student-centered
learning. However, in the context of digital
transformation, innovative methods for developing
creative potential, along with the mechanisms for
fostering creative abilities within media education and
technology-enhanced learning environments, remain a
pressing scientific problem.

Practical Significance of the Topic. The practical
significance of developing creative potential in young
people is manifested in the following ways:

It develops independent thinking skills — the student
transitions from being a passive recipient of ready-
made knowledge to an active subject who analyzes and
processes it.

It enhances innovative activity — creating a foundation
for new ideas, projects, and startup initiatives.

It enriches professional competencies — developing soft
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skills and problem-solving abilities that are in high
demand in the labor market.

It ensures personal development — serving to promote
self-awareness, the assessment of one's own
capabilities, and the realization of personal potential.

Creative potential is an integrative complex of an
individual's intellectual, emotional, and volitional
resources, which expresses the ability to generate new
ideas, solve problems unconventionally, and engage in
innovative activities within a socio-professional
environment.

From a pedagogical perspective, creative potential
consists of the following components:

Cognitive component — knowledge, speed of thought,
and the ability for analysis and synthesis.

Motivational component — an aspiration for novelty,
intellectual curiosity, and intrinsic motivation.

Activity component — applying knowledge in practice
and performing creative tasks.

Reflective component — evaluating and improving one's
own activity.

Research indicates that the traditional, reproductive
model of education constrains creative thinking. To
develop creative potential, the educational process
must be based on the following principles:

1. Problem-Based Learning Technologies

Creating problem-based situations encourages the
student not to receive a ready-made answer, but to
find a solution independently. This develops the
abilities of analysis, comparison, and conclusion.

Evidence: According to the results of pedagogical
experiments, the analytical thinking indicators in
groups using problem-based learning methods were
25-30% higher than in those using traditional methods.

2. Project-Based Learning

The project-based method fosters creative inquiry,
teamwork, and activity oriented toward practical
results among students.

3. Interactive Methods

Methods such as "Brainstorming," "Case Studies,"
"Debates," "Clustering," and "SWOT Analysis" ensure a
diversity of student opinions and stimulate creative
activity.

The Impact of Digital Technologies. Today's digital
environment creates vast opportunities for the creative
activities of young people. Online platforms,
multimedia resources, and educational tools based on
artificial intelligence support a creative approach.

Fact: According to the results of international
educational monitoring, educational institutions that
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actively use digital tools have recorded significantly
higher indicators of creative problem-solving among
their students.

The Role of the Educator's Personality

The role of the teacher is decisive in shaping the
creative environment. Modern educator:

be a facilitator, not an educator;

encouraging thinking through questions rather than
ready-made answers;

accept mistakes as an experience, not a punishment;
create an innovative environment.

The renowned researcher A. Lilov expressed his
concept of creativity as follows: "it... has general,
qualitatively new features and characteristics that
define it, some of which have been sufficiently
elucidated by theory. These inherent aspects of
creativity are as follows:

- creativity is a social phenomenon;

- its profound social essence is that it creates socially
necessary and socially useful values, satisfies social
needs, and is especially the highest concentration of
the transformative role of the conscious social subject
(class, people, society) (in its interaction with objective
reality) [4]. Scientists who have studied student
creativity define it as follows. The prominent
researcher of children's creativity, E.A. Fleurina, wrote:
"We consider children's art to be the conscious
reflection of the surrounding reality in a child's
drawing, modeling, and construction, based on the
work of the imagination, their observations, as well as
the impressions they receive through words, pictures,
and other forms of art"[3;210]. From this point of view,
the child does not passively copy the environment but
reworks it in connection with accumulated experience
and their depicted relationship to it. Describing the
visual arts of preschool children, A.A. Volkova stated:
"Fostering creativity has a multifaceted and complex
impact on the child. Enriching a child's mind with
various ideas means providing abundant nourishment
for children's creativity. Teaching them to look closely
and be observant means making their ideas more
precise and complete. This helps children to reproduce
what they have seen more vividly in their creative
work"[2;32].

An atmosphere of enthusiasm and the opportunity for
joint creativity between adults and the child play a
special role. Children's creativity, in turn, stimulates the
learning process. After all, children must use creative
actions during their improvisations and compositions.
The initiative, independence, and activeness that
develop simultaneously encourage the acquisition of
knowledge, skills, and abilities. The capacity for self-
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learning and self-development is fostered. Creativity
develops successfully under conditions where planned
and systematic education is provided and children have
a certain level of artistic development. N.A. Vetlugina
emphasized the necessity of a preparatory period that
introduces and orients children toward a new type of
activity. The primary condition for the successful
stimulation of children's activities is the creative
attitude of the teachers themselves.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, the development of the creative
potential of youth is one of the strategic tasks of the
modern education system. The formation of creative
thinking must be reflected not only within a specific
subject but also in the content and methodology of the
entire educational process.

The research results show that:

creativity accelerates the intellectual and professional
development of the individual;

innovative pedagogical technologies enhance creative
activity;

the digital educational environment serves as an
effective platform for developing creative abilities.

Therefore, the formation of special programs,
methodologies, and an innovative environment aimed
at developing creative competencies in educational
institutions remains an urgent task.
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