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Abstract: This study offers a statistical analysis of the structure and composition of Mu‘jam al-udaba’, a
philologically rich work in the biographical (tarajim) genre authored by the renowned Arab traveler, geographer,
and historian Yaqut al-Hamawi. The research examines the organizational framework of the work, including its
chapters, the total number of biographies (tarajim), and the number of biographical entries devoted to each
individual. These elements are systematically compiled and analytically evaluated.
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Introduction: The scholarly dimensions of Yaqat al-
Hamaw?’'s Mu‘jam al-udaba’, particularly the author’s
contributions as a litterateur and philologist, remain
insufficiently explored in comprehensive academic
research. Among the existing studies, Sh. Ahmad
examined the fihrists (indices) of Mu‘jam al-udabad’,
while I. ElImurodov investigated the significance of the
work for the study of the history and literature of
Khwarazm in the tenth—twelfth centuries. M. Javad
authored a monographic study concerning omitted
biographical entries (tarajim) from Mu‘jam al-udaba’.

In addition, scholars such as I. Nashshosht and M. Javad
published a series of academic articles on Mu‘jam al-
udabad’ in Egyptian and Iragi journals. Information
concerning Hamawt and his Mu‘jam al-udaba’ is also
found in Wafayat al-a'yan by Ibn Khallikan. In his
account of Yaqut al-Hamawf’s biography, lbn Khallikan
recorded that the author composed a four-volume
work entitled “sLa¥) 48 ja N oLV oG )7,

Although in the editions prepared by D. S. Margoliouth
and Ihsan ‘Abbas the title appears as “ I <)Y 2l )
Y14 24", this variation in naming, along with the fact
that their published editions consist of two fewer
volumes than those mentioned in earlier sources,
detail

constitutes an intriguing bibliographical
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regarding the transmission history of the work.

In the introduction to his Mu‘jam al-udaba’, Yaqut al-
Hamawi writes: “adill 55 asall jpua ol il V) —
Indeed, | intended it to be small in size yet great in
benefit”. Despite this stated aim, Mu‘jam al-udaba’
represents the second largest work in the author’s
corpus in terms of volume, following Mu‘jam al-buldan.

The most recent edition prepared by lhsan ‘Abbas,
published in 1993 by Dar al-Gharb al-Islam1, comprises
seven volumes. The final volume does not contain the
main text of the work; rather, the remaining six
volumes constitute the edited and supplemented text
of Mu‘jam al-udaba’ as established by lhsan ‘Abbas.

The text opens with a mugaddima (introduction). In
accordance with the conventions of Muslim scholarly
tradition, Yaqut al-Hamawi begins with a concise hamd
(praise of God) and na‘t (praise of the Prophet). He then
explains his purpose in composing the book, expressing
his deep devotion to literature and scholarship. He
states that prior to his undertaking, he had not
work
the
intellectual contributions of litterateurs and scholars.

encountered a  satisfactory providing

comprehensive information on lives and

He subsequently mentions earlier authors who had
written in this field, listing their works and evaluating
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both their merits and shortcomings.

Thereafter, he clarifies the categories of individuals
included in his work, stating:

“oomsalls Gl JLal g ) @s e QS 13 b e g
OBl s ¢ oad el 5 ¢ G laWl s ¢ () sediall ) Al 5 ¢ il
Gl ¢ Aazaal) Jil )l Clasal s ¢ Cp sediall QUSH 5 ¢ (1 5 jadl)
cen sl ¢ laiat V) L Catea (e IS5 ¢ Amall 5 4 gasial) Ja gladl))
Sl ie A Sl Yy ¢ Jlaiall ) we o lidlias 87

In this passage, he declares that he compiled in the
book all the information available to him concerning
grammarians, linguists, genealogists, renowned Qur’an
reciters, akhbaris (transmitters of historical reports),
historians, well-known warrags (scribes and copyists),
celebrated secretaries and prose writers, authors of
epistles, distinguished calligraphers, and all those who
produced classificatory or authored works in the field
of adab—while deliberately favoring brevity and
conciseness in its most refined form .

the
methodological principles upon which he relied in

Thereafter, Yaqut al-Hamawi explains
composing Mu‘jam al-udaba’. According to his own
account, he organized the work alphabetically. He
began with alif (!), followed by b3 (%), ta’ (<), and
continued in this manner through the remainder of the

Arabic alphabet.

For each litterateur, the author records the individual’s
name, patronymic (father’s name), and kunya in full.
When multiple entries share the same initial letter,
priority is determined by the alphabetical order of the
second letter. If the names are identical, the order
follows the letters of the father’s name. If this too is
identical, precedence is given to the individual who
died earlier. In Mu‘jam al-udaba’, the alphabetical
system is applied consistently and without observable
deviation, thereby facilitating the retrieval of specific
biographical and literary information.

At the end of each alphabetical section, a separate fasl
(subsection) is devoted to authors who were widely
known by their lagab, nasab, or kunya, while their
personal names were less commonly recognized. In
these cases, Yaqut begins the entry with the laqgab,
nasab, or kunya by which the individual was famous,
while also providing the personal name and patronymic
to ensure clarity and ease of identification for the
reader.

The scope of the work is not confined to scholars of a
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single polity or historical period. Rather, Yaqut includes
figures from major intellectual centers such as Basra,
Kufa, Baghdad, the Hijaz, Yemen, Egypt, al-Sham, the
Maghrib, Isfahan, Khurasan, and Transoxiana, among
other regions. Notably, the work contains substantial
material on numerous scholars from Transoxiana,
some of whom Yaqut met personally and from whose
scholarship he directly benefited.

With regard to chronology, the arrangement of entries
does not privilege scholars on the basis of fame or
scholarly merit. Instead, the alphabetical structure
the
throughout, serving primarily to facilitate efficient

remains governing organizational principle

access to information.

Yaqut also notes that he commenced the work with a
section devoted to earlier grammarians (nahwis) and
lesser-known intellectual figures, thereby establishing
a comprehensive scholarly foundation at the outset of
the compilation.

Mu‘jam al-udaba’ begins with a section devoted to
grammarians (nahwis). In reference to the material he
derived from this group, Yaqut al-Hamawi writes:

“ g jladly JLals Jlial g aSa o At o2 AT (e Conen S
¢ Ul

Sligile sag e laimagclhagcmjsdediycany iy

“I have compiled from the reports of this group wisdom
sayings, proverbs, historical accounts, poetry and
prose, transmitted traditions; both humorous and
both
expressions; that which provokes tears and that which

serious discourse; libertine and ascetic
elicits laughter; as well as exhortations and materials

pertaining to piety”.

From this statement, it becomes evident that the
author presents, for each grammarian or intellectual,
intellectual

distinctive materials reflecting their

character and literary production.

The first section of the work devoted to grammarians
and thinkers is entitled:

“alaa 5 Jgadl ad5 adal 5 ) Juad &
(“On the Virtue of Adab and Its People, and the
Blameworthiness of Ignorance and Bearing It”).

The author opens this section with a statement
attributed to ‘All ibn Abi Talib and proceeds to cite
Prophetic hadiths concerning the virtue of knowledge
and the reprehensibility of ignorance, as well as
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transmitted reports from the Companions. He further
substantiates the importance of nahw (grammar)
within the sciences by citing poets and scholars,
providing illustrative examples that underscore its
intellectual significance.

The second section of Mu‘jam al-udaba’ is entitled:
”JL.\.A‘Y‘ (JD 4 L ) ‘;”
(“On the Excellence of the Science of Reports”).

In this section, the author begins by quoting Aba al-
Hasan “All ibn al-Husayn and includes several citations
concerning the merits of ‘ilm al-akhbar (the science of
transmitted reports). He also adduces Qur’anic verses
to demonstrate the instructive and exemplary nature
of historical knowledge.

Following the mugaddima and the initial two sections,
the chapter of “Alif” (<)) commences. The first
volume of the work consists entirely of the “Alif” (<al¥!)
chapter, which continues into the second volume. In
accordance with alphabetical order, the chapter begins
with the biography of Adam ibn Ahmad ibn Asad al-
Haraw’ (56l aul (g 2aal o al).

The first volume contains 168 litterateurs and scholars.
Of these, one bears the name Adam (s), two are
named Aban (¢4), forty bear the name Ibrahim (a! 1)),
one is al-Athram (3Y), and 124 are scholars whose
names begin with Ahmad (eal).

The second volume of Mu‘jam al-udaba’ begins with
the continuation of the chapter “Alif” (<a¥!). The first
biography presented therein is that of Ahmad ibn
Muhammad ibn al-Fadl ibn Ja‘far ibn Muhammad al-
Khazzaz (J0a) Juadll (3 desa & 2eal), The number of
scholars whose biographies appear in the second
volume likewise amounts to 168, corresponding to the
number recorded in the first volume.

Unlike the first volume, however, the second
includes—besides the continuation of the “Alif” (%)
chapter—the chapters “Ba” (sW!), “T3” (+W), “Th3”
(1), “Jim” (1), and “HE™ (sl

Within the “Alif” (<)) chapter of the second volume,
92 scholars are documented. This indicates that the
“Alif” (<a¥)) chapter of Mu‘jam al-udaba’ contains a
total of 260 biographical entries. Of the scholars listed
under “Alif” in the second volume, 47 bear the name
Ahmad (mi). Consequently, the total number of
scholars named Ahmad in the work reaches 171.
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Following Ahmad, the entries include one scholar
named Akhthd (sGal), two named Usama (%G, ten
named Ishaq (d3ss)), five named As‘ad (a=l), one
named Aslam (all), twenty-three named Isma‘l
(dielaud), one named al-Aghar (U£Y)), one named Aman
(), and one named Umayya ().

The chapter “B3™” (¢Wl) contains biographical entries
for eight scholars: one named Bazraj (z__»), one Bishr
(u<4), one Baqi (%), two named Bakr (US:), one Aba
Bakr (US: si), one Bindar (U'av), and one Behzad (2 ).

The chapter “T3” (¢4l) includes the biographies of two
litterateurs: Tammam ibn Ghalib (¢ ¢ sWi) and
Tawfig ibn Muhammad (s (5 38 53).

In the chapter “Thd” (¢l), Yaqut records eight
scholars, seven of whom bear the name Thabit (<),
and one Abd Tharwan (0.5 ).

The chapter “Jim” (=) of Mu‘jam al-udaba’ comprises
information on the lives and works of eighteen
scholars. Among them are one Jabr (_s), twelve named
Ja‘far (Lé=a), one Jald (2lx), one Junad (2is), one Junada
(334a), one Jahm (p¢2), and one JawdT (s252).

=

In the chapter “H3"” (), the total number of scholars
documented amounts to forty, while the number of
biographical This

discrepancy is due to the inclusion of two separate

entries reaches forty-one.
biographies for al-Hasan ibn Ahmad al-Hamadani. Of
the forty scholars listed in this chapter, one is al-Harith
(&), one Habashi (3s), two Hubaysh (Uiws), one
Hassan (Oss), thirty-five al-Hasan (o=l'), and one Abu

al-Hasan (o)) i),

The third volume of Mu‘jam al-udaba’ begins with the
continuation of the “H3” (¢\&J) chapter. This volume
contains a total of 257 biographical entries. The first
biography presented therein is that of al-Hasan ibn ‘Al
ibn al-Mu‘ammar al-Iskaff (A8 el (n Je Cn Gmall),
Within the continuation of the “H3” (+\ll) chapter in
this volume, 107 additional biographies are recorded.
Thus, the “Ha” (+)) chapter of the work as a whole
comprises 147 scholars.

In the third volume, twenty-six scholars bear the name
al-Hasan (o~al), while within the “H3"” (¢\8)) chapter
overall, the total number of al-Hasans (o=l reaches
sixty-one. The name Abl al-Hasan (==l si) appears
once in the third volume and twice in the “H3"” (sJ))
chapter as a whole.
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In addition, the third volume includes forty-four
scholars named al-Husayn (=), one Hurmala (3 _a),
one Hasniin (0s=), one Hisn ((x=a), five Hafs (u=is),
one Abl Hafs (uais i), one Hafsa (dxis), one
Hafsawayh (4:s=és), three al-Hakam (2Ss1)), one Aba al-
Hakam (sSa)l 5:i), one Hakim (aSa), four Hammad (sles),
one Himas (w4ws), two Hamad (=), one Hamdan
(U'a), one Hamda (3x«x), one Hamran (o)_»~), five
Hamza (3+=), three Hamid (2»s), one Hamida (s2s),
one Hayyan (0%~), and one Haydara (s,x).

The chapter “Kha™” (¢&l)) contains information on
twenty-six scholars of learning and literature: nine
named Khalid (2)%), two Khaddash (_il23), one Kharrash
(U8_A), one Khirga (4_3), one Khuzayma (3«_3), two al-
Khidr (_=a1)), one Khallad (23&), five Khalaf (—l3), two
al-Khalil (J4a))), one al-Khamts (u=«3l)), one Khuwaylid
(2lis3), and one Khayyar (Ubs).

In the chapter “Dal” (J\), eleven biographies are
compiled. This chapter includes five Dawid (243), one
Di‘bil (J:=2), one Daghfal (Jé2), one Da‘wan (o) s=2), one
Abi al-Dagis (o33! s), and two Dukkayn (cxS3), whose
lives and literary contributions are presented therein.

The chapter “Dhal” (J1) is distinguished from the
other chapters by containing only a single biography,
namely that of Dhi al-Qarnayn ibn Nasir al-Dawla al-
Hamadan (Hlaesdl A sall jals 0 ¢ 8 53). 1t is thus one
of the chapters with the fewest biographical entries in
the work.

The chapter “R3™” (') includes twelve biographical
entries. Among them are one Rashid (231_), three Rabi‘a
(R~x.), one Rizq Allah (4 3))), one Razin (:)J), one
Rusta (i), one Rafi’ (&), one Ramadan (Jb=s)), one
al-Rammah (zW_Y), one Ru’ba (%:5.), and one Rih (zs0).

In the chapter “Zay” (s'3Y), eighteen biographies are
compiled. This chapter contains one Zaki (S')), one
Za'ida (32))), one Zaban (0kJ), one al-Zubayr (U= V), two
Zakariyya (L_SJ), one Zand (x)), one Zuhayr (U )), one
Ziyad (3%)), and eight Zayd ().

The chapter “Sin” (u=l) comprises sixty-nine scholars,
litterateurs, linguists, and other men of learning.
Among them are one Satkin ((sSils), two Salim (allw),
one al-S3’ib («dl), one Suhaym (a=>), one Sirdj (z!~),
one al-Sari (), seven Sa‘d (22x), one Sa‘dan (Jax),
twenty-three Sa‘id (=), two Abi Sa‘Td (2= si), one
Sakan (cS~), one Abd Sufyan (Ukéw si), three Salama
(3), one Salman (0wlw), one Silm (a), one
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Salmawayh (4 slw), three Salama (%), thirteen
Sulayman (0wl), one Sinan (), four Sahl (Je~), and
one Sahm (aex).

In the third volume of Mu‘jam al-udaba’, lhsan ‘Abbas
includes, under the chapter “Shin” (o), thirteen
biographical entries. These comprise one Shahfur
(Lssall), one Shibl (J=%), two Shubayb (<=xi), one
Shubayl (J»3), one Shaddad (223%), one al-Sharqi
(24Y), one Shahfirtz (Jsses), one Shimr (U<%), one
Shahid (x¢%), one Shahda (32¢%), one Shayban (olwd),
and one Shith (&),

The fourth volume of Mu‘jam al-udaba’ begins with the
chapter “Sad” (:L<l)). The first scholar mentioned
therein is $a‘id ibn al-Hasan ibn Tsa al-Ruba‘T ( ¢» x=la
=N (e p gmall), This volume contains a total of 197
biographical entries and includes the chapters “Sad”
(sLal)), “Dad” (L), “T3” (sWll), “z&™ (+Ual)), and part
of the chapter “Ayn” (=),

Within the chapter “Sad” (sL<ll), ten biographies are
recorded: one S3‘id (2=L=), six Salih (=ll=), one Sahhar
(U>=), one Sadaqa (&¥x+=), and one Safwan (O si=).

In the chapter “Dad” (:L<all), the lives of four scholars
are presented, three of whom bear the name al-
Dahhak (¢laz), while one is Abi Damdam (axaca ).

The chapter “Ta” (¢Wal)) contains information on nine
litterateurs. Among them are two Talib (<), three
Tahir (Lalk), one Tirad (2'_k), one Tarih (z_k), and two
Talha (4alb).

The chapter “za” (sWl) consists solely of two
biographies: one Zafir (J) and one Zalim ().

The chapter “Ayn” (¢#)) is among the most extensive
sections of the work. In the fourth volume alone, it
contains 172 biographical entries. These include one
‘Asim (a=le), one ‘Al (), three ‘Amir (\e), one
‘Ibada (3:3ke), six al-‘Abbas (uskal), forty-five ‘Abd Allah
(4lxe), one ‘Abd al-Jabbar (Lballae), two ‘Abd al-Hamid
(2eallae), one ‘Abd al-Rahim (a=_llxe), one ‘Abd al-
Salam (p2wdlae), two ‘Abd al-‘Aziz (Jx)2lxe), one ‘Abd
al-Ghafir (Ldwllae), one ‘Abd al-KafT (2\Wlxe), one ‘Abd
al-Karim (~_81ae), one ‘Abd al-Latif (—wklllae), one ‘Abd
al-Wahid (aaldlae), eight ‘Ubayd Allah (4lae), two
‘Ubayd (2x=), one ‘Itab (<e), nine ‘Uthman (Jic), one
‘Arib (<x=), one ‘Aziz (J2<), one ‘Asal (J=<), one ‘Atd’
(sUae), one ‘Ikrima (*_S<), one ‘Allaga (&), one ‘Allan
(o), one al-‘Al3’ (+3all), one Abl ‘Algama (dwile i),
and eighty-two scholars and litterateurs named ‘Al
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().

The fifth volume contains a total of 174 biographical
entries. It comprises the continuation of the chapter
“Ayn” (o)), as well as the chapters “Ghayn” (ced)),
“F3” (W), “Qaf” (), “Kaf” (<)), “Lam” (»211), and
part of the chapter “Mim” (axll).

Within the fifth volume, seventy-two biographies
appear under the chapter “‘Ayn” (). The combined
total of biographies in the “‘Ayn” (c»2)) chapter across
the fourth and fifth volumes thus amounts to 244. In
the fifth volume, the entries continue with scholars
named ‘Ali (=), of whom forty-two are recorded in
this section. The overall number of biographies of
individuals named ‘Ali (=) in the “‘Ayn” ((2l!) chapter
reaches 124.

In addition, the “‘Ayn” (=) chapter includes one Abl
‘Ali (= ), one ‘Ammara (s_lee), twelve ‘Umar (=),
five ‘Amr (s_<c), one ‘Anbasa (-xic), one ‘Awana (4 s),
one ‘Awf (<), one ‘Awn (Us=), six Tsa (=), and one
‘Uyayna (dixe).

The chapter “Ghayn” () contains only the biography
of Ghanim bin Walid al-Maligi (& a5 op &ie), This
chapter is the second with the fewest biographical
entries.

The chapter “F3"” (+\4!') comprises twelve biographies of
scholars. These include two Fatima (), two al-Fath
() (in one of them, the “t3™” (<) appears in the “tha™”
(&) form), and nine al-Fadl (<)), A distinctive feature
of this chapter is that it includes two biographies of a
female scholar named Fatima.

The chapter “Qaf” (<Wl) contains information on
twenty scholars: one Qabis (b »8), two Qasim (~),
twelve al-Qasim (~~\3))), one Qatada (32\#), one Qusam
(~%¥), one Qadama (“\¥), one Qa‘nab (<ix8), and one
Qanbal (J:#).

The chapter “Kaf” (<&l)) presents six biographies.
These are Komil (J«), Kilab («3K), Bintu-I-KinTrT ( <
o)), Kulthim (p53K), Kiysin (owS), and al-Kiyst
(sl

The chapter “Lam” (~2\)) includes three scholars: Lugayt
bin Bakir al-Maharibi (sl 5 ¢ k), Lt bin
Mukhannaf al-Azdi (=Y aise ¢p basl), and al-Lays bin
al-Muzaffar (k! o Culll),

In the fifth volume, the chapter “Mim” (~ll) contains
biographies of sixty-one litterateurs. Among them are
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six al-Mubarak (<L), one Mubashshir (<), one
Mujalid (ds<), one Mujahid (), three al-Muhsin
(cseaall), and forty-eight Muhammad (2esx).

In the sixth volume of Mu‘jamu-Il-udaba’, 276 scholars
are documented. Additionally, after all chapters, there
is a supplementary section (Mulhagq, 3=l) that provides
brief information on seven more literati. This volume
begins with the continuation of the chapter “Mim”
(r2<))). The first scholar in this section is Muhammad bin
Ahmad bin Jawamard al-Shirazi ( 2<lss & deal (3 desa
@ dl).

In the “Mim” (al)) chapter of the sixth volume, 149
(2ena) listed.
Combined with the 48 Muhammad entries from the

scholars named Muhammad are
fifth volume, the total number of scholars named
Muhammad in the “Mim” chapter reaches 197. Other
scholars documented in this chapter include: one Ab
Muhammad (=« ;ei), five Mahmd (2.5+><), one Mudrik
(¢x), one Murajji (><), one Marwan (J)s<), one
Mas‘td (2s==), one Musaddig (3x=«), one Muzaffar
(Uikw), one al-Ma‘afi (All), one Mu‘awiyah (sl=),
one Mu‘ammar (,«x), three al-Mufaddal (J==idl), two
MakkT (sS<), one Mamviyh (4:3e«), one Mundid (1),
(03), (Lseais),
Mantchehr (Us>s5%), one Mu'rij (z_3), one Mdasa
(cs~34), one al-Mu’mal (J« =), one Mawhib (<2 ), one

one Manzar four Mansar one

al-Mu’yid (x34), and two Maymiin (& sax).
The “Nan” (oY)
biographies: two Nasir (<), one Nabi (%), one Najm

chapter contains eighteen
(»3), one Nushwan (0ls&), six Nasr (=i), two
Nasrulldh (4 =), two Nasib (ws<i), two an-Nadr

(=), and one Nahshal (Jig).

In the chapter “Ha"” (s\&l), twenty-three scholars are
documented, including four Hardn (0s_), one Hashim
(=), nine Hibatullah (& 4w), five Hisham (sL%), two
Hilal (J>»), one Hamam (ss), and one al-Haysam
().

The chapter “Waw” (s 4) provides information on five
scholars: one Wasil (J=5), one Wasimah (4«is), one al-
Walid (25Y), and two Wahb (< 5).

Finally, the chapter “Ya” (sWl) includes forty-six
scholars and literati: two Yaquat (<L), twenty-six
Yahya (=), two Yazid (2.»), four Ya'qlb («s3=), one
al-Yaman (oted)), one Yamut (< 5«3), seven Yasuf (< s3),
and three Yanus (o).

At the end of the 6th volume, there is also the
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“Mulhaq” (3~k) — an additional appendix section,
which contains supplementary information on 7
scholars. Among these scholars, 1 is Hamza 1 ,(3)«s) is
Salama 1 ,(*l) is Soid 1 ,(:cl=) is Abduljabbor
1 ,(Lbsllae) is Abdulhamid 1 ,(aeallae) is Abdussalom
(pDudlae), and 1 is Abdulmalik (<llallae),

Analyses based on the text of Mu‘jamu-l-udaba
indicate that the chapters containing the largest
number of biographical entries are Alif (<a¥!) (with 260
scholar biographies) and A‘yn (u) (with 244 scholar
biographies). Conversely, the chapters with the fewest
biographies are Zal (J¥) and Ghayn (), each
containing only a single scholar’'s biography.
Furthermore, regarding the frequency of scholars’
names in the work, those named Muhammad (=«)
number 197, those named Ahmad (-\-ui) number 171,

and those named Ali (=) number 124,

The seventh volume of the publication of Mu‘jamu-I-
udaba does not include the text of the work itself. This
volume is titled Dirasah fi Yaqut wa Kitabihi Mu‘jamu-I-
udaba (sLa¥) aase 4 5 G fl & Aul ) — “A Study on
Yaqut and his Book Mu‘jamu-l-udaba.” Under the title
is the phrase wa Yaliha al-Faharis al-Tafsiliyah (b
luagill e ledll) — “followed by detailed indexes.” In this
book, information is first provided on Yaqut’s sources
and literary references, followed by the detailed
indexes of the work.

These indexes include: Qur’anic verses; Hadith sharif;
proverbs and narratives; letters, decrees, sermons, and
wills; Qariyaz (a classical poetic form in strict meter),
gasidas, and musawwahat; rhyme schemes; Arjiz;
names; peoples, tribes, and social classes; places;
books; authorial references; cultures and ideas;
literature and sources; and introductory notes in
English — totaling 15 different index categories. These
indexes serve to facilitate the reading of the work and

expedite the retrieval of information within it.
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