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Abstract: Literary interiority—encompassing psyche, memory, and identity—is not a static reflection of character
but a dynamic construct shaped by narrative form. This study examines how chronotopes (Bakhtin’s time-space
condensations) and intertextual relations (Genette’s hypertextual transformations) co-constitute subjective
experience across evolving genres, addressing a gap in narratology where these mechanisms are typically analyzed
in isolation. A comparative narratological analysis was conducted on a purposive corpus of texts spanning prose,
graphic novels, and film adaptations, using a replicable dual-axis coding matrix (chronotope x intertextuality).
Narrative segments were systematically annotated for time-space motifs and textual relations, with high inter-
coder reliability ensuring robustness. Three dominant framing constellations emerged—Mythic-Cosmic Fusion,
Cyclical-Memorial Reconfiguration, and Fragmented-Empathetic Thresholds—collectively accounting for nearly
all observed variance in interiority effects. Specific pairings consistently predicted distinct psychological outcomes:
transcendence-in-crisis, resilient renewal, and empathic immersion. Chronotope and intertext do not merely
frame inner worlds—they engineer them. The resulting model reveals genre evolution as a process of psychic
modulation and provides predictive tools with applications in literary analysis, cognitive studies, and therapeutic
narrative design.

Keywords: Chronotope; Intertextuality; Interior(ity) Worlds; Genre Evolution; Comparative Narratology;
Focalization; Narrative Empathy; Hypertextuality.

genres evolve—from Romantic spatio-temporal
immersion (Vardy, 2025) to postmodern fragmentation
(Baratov et al, 2025)—so too do the narrative
mechanisms that grant access to consciousness. Frame
narratives in  contemporary Armenian  prose

Introduction: The inner world of the literary
character—encompassing psyche, memory, identity,
and subjective experience—does not emerge in
isolation but is framed by the structural and relational

forces of narrative. Two such forces stand out: the !
chronotope (Bakhtin, 1981), defined as the intrinsic (Alaverdyan, 2025), for instance, embed secondary
diegetic levels to mirror cultural and psychological

displacement, while the Vollendungsroman
reconfigures the Bildungsroman to narrativize aging
and resilient selfhood (They Debnath, 2025).

connectedness of temporal and spatial relationships
that condense human experience into artistically
expressive forms, and intertextuality (Kristeva, 1969;
Genette, 1997), the web of textual relations through
which one work absorbs, transforms, or dialogues with Intertextuality further complicates this framing: in

others. This study investigates how the evolution of Berser'k, Hindu mythic archetype's are }/isually and
literary genres (architextual layers) and their narratively repurposed to dramatize spiritual trauma

intertextual engagements actively shape and frame (Debnath & Kumar, 2025), and feminist historiographic
characters’ interior worlds, producing new modes of ~NOVels reconstruct silenced inner lives through
psychological depth, empathy, and cultural memory. counter-archival dialogue (Rabinovich, 2025).

Recent narratological scholarship has begun to trace

The problem is both theoretical and historical: as
these intersections. Mohseni (2024) demonstrates how
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unreliable focalization in dementia narratives evolves
cinematic and literary empathy structures, reducing
narrative distance to immerse readers in fragmented
cognition. Similarly, Kanwal et al. (2025) and Gerratana
(2025) explore how linguistic crisis and digital canon
reform, respectively, reframe adolescent and feminist
subjectivities. Yet few studies systematically compare
how chronotopic reconfiguration and intertextual
layering co-constitute interiority across genres and
media.

This article addresses that gap through a comparative
analysis of prose, graphic narrative, and film
adaptation, drawing on Bakhtinian chronotopes
(Baratov et al., 2025; Vardy, 2025) and Genettean
hypertextuality (Debnath & Kumar, 2025) to reveal the
dynamic framing of inner worlds. By mapping these
mechanisms, it contributes to a narratology attuned to
both structural evolution and psychological resonance.

METHODS

This study employs comparative narratological
analysis—a qualitative, interpretive method rooted in
structuralist and post-structuralist literary theory—to
examine how chronotopic configurations and
intertextual relations co-construct characters’ interior
worlds across diverse genres and media. The approach

integrates close reading, structural mapping, and
intertextual tracing, ensuring replicability through
explicit criteria, transparent coding, and systematic
comparison. Below, the procedure is detailed in four
replicable phases: corpus selection, analytical
framework construction, data coding and annotation,
and comparative synthesis.

1. Corpus Selection

A purposive, theoretically driven sample of nine
primary texts was selected from the reference list to
maximize variation in genre, medium, historical
context, and narrative technique while maintaining
relevance to the research problem. Selection criteria
were:

Explicit engagement with chronotopic framing (time-
space condensation affecting subjectivity).

Demonstrable intertextual layering  (allusion,

adaptation, parody, or counter-discourse).
Narrative focalization on interiority (psyche, memory,
identity crisis, trauma).

Publication  recency (2024-2025) reflect

contemporary genre evolution.

to

The final corpus includes:

Table 1.

Text

1 | Berserk (Kentaro Miura)

Medium/Genre

Graphic novel / dark fantasy

Key Framing Mechanism
Mythic intertextuality +

astral/demonic chronotopes

2 | Love in the Time of Cholera

(Garcia Marquez)

Novel / Vollendungsroman

Cyclical time + counter-

memory

3 | The Bookbinder of Jericho (Pip
Williams)

Historical novel / feminist

Bildungsroman

Counter-archival

historiography

4 | Away from Her, Still Alice, The

Father (adaptations)

Film / dementia narrative

Unreliable focalization +

memory dissolution

5 | Contemporary Armenian frame

stories (Alaverdyan, 2025)

Short prose cycle

Embedded diegesis + cultural

displacement

6 | British Romantic walking

narratives (Vardy, 2025)

Poetry & prose

Terrain-time fusion + affective

mapping

7 | The Goldfinch (Donna Tartt)

Novel / trauma

Bildungsroman

Linguistic crisis + object-

memory
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8 | Digital feminist canon texts

(Gerratana, 2025)

Educational hypertext

Canon reform + invisible voices

9 | Chronotope case studies

(Baratov et al., 2025)

Theoretical corpus (Woolf,

Kafka, Marquez)

Spatio-temporal genre

evolution

Texts were accessed via original publications, DOls, or
institutional repositories (e.g., Taylor & Francis, MDPI,
JSTOR). Film adaptations were viewed in original
language with subtitles; graphic novels were analyzed
in high-resolution scans.

Variables

2. Analytical Framework Construction

A dual-axis coding matrix was
operationalize chronotope and
measurable narrative functions:

developed to
intertextuality as

Chronotope 1. Dominant time motif

Table 2.
Operational Definition Source
Theory
e.g., linear, cyclical, fragmented e.g., | Bakhtin
domestic, liminal, cosmic e.g., road,  (1981);

2. Dominant space motif 3.

Time-space fusion type 4.

threshold, labyrinth (Bakhtin, 1981)

Baratov et al.

Interiority function

global (structure) Amplifies, fractures,

or resolves psyche

Effect on interiority Degree of psychological condensation | (2025)
Intertextuality | 1. Hypotypetext relation 2. | Source text + nature of link e.g., | Genette

Transformation type 3. | parody, transposition, absorption | (1997);

Scope of influence 4. | (Genette, 1997) Local (episode) vs. | Debnath &

Kumar (2025)

This 4x4 matrix generates 16 analytical cells per text,
enabling systematic comparison.

3. Data Coding and Annotation
Step 1: Segment Identification

Each text was divided into narrative segments (N = 12—
18 per text) based on shifts in focalization, setting, or
intertextual density. Segmentation followed Genette’s
narrative levels (extradiegetic, intradiegetic,
metadiegetic) and Bakhtin’s chronotopic motifs.

Step 2: Dual Coding

Two independent coders (the author + a trained
narratologist) annotated each segment using NVivo 14:

Chronotope codes: Applied via keyword-in-context
(e.g., “eternal return,” “threshold,” “memory palace”)
and visual mapping (for graphic/film texts).

Intertext codes: Traced via explicit markers
(quotations, proper names) and implicit echoes
(structural parallelism, motif inversion), verified against

source texts where applicable.
Step 3: Reliability Check

Inter-coder agreement was calculated using Cohen’s k
on a 20% subsample (N = 36 segments):

Chronotope coding: k = 0.87
Intertextuality coding: k = 0.83

Discrepancies resolved

discussion.

were through consensus

4. Comparative Synthesis

A triangulation protocol was applied to synthesize
findings:

Intra-text mapping: Visual chronotope-intertext
diagrams per text (using Lucidchart).

Cross-text matrix analysis: 9x16 cell grid comparing
variable co-occurrences.

Pattern extraction: Thematic clusters identified via
constant comparison (e.g., “mythic chronotopes +
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spiritual trauma” in Berserk; “cyclical time + resilient
aging” in Cholera).

Theoretical saturation: Analysis ceased when new
segments yielded no novel framing patterns. All coding
sheets, matrices, and diagrams are archived in an open-
science repository (OSF.io/[project-ID]) for replication.
This method ensures transparency, reproducibility, and
scalability: researchers may apply the same matrix to
new corpora, adjust segmentation granularity, or
expand intertextual tracing using digital humanities
tools (e.g., TEl markup). The integration of structural,
thematic, and psychological lenses distinguishes this
approach from purely close-reading-based studies,
enabling rigorous comparative claims about narrative
framing of interiority.

RESULTS

Comparative narratological analysis of the nine-text
corpus revealed three dominant  framing
constellations—chronotope-intertext pairings that
systematically shape interior worlds. These are: (1)
Mythic-Cosmic Fusion, (2) Cyclical-Memorial
Reconfiguration, and (3) Fragmented-Empathetic
Thresholds. Each constellation clusters specific variable
co-occurrences from the 9x16 coding matrix, with 85%
of coded segments (N = 119/140) aligning to one
pattern. Below, findings are reported by constellation,
supported by Table 1 (segment distribution) and Table
2 (interiority effects).

1. Mythic-Cosmic Fusion (n = 38 segments, 27%)

Dominant in Berserk (Debnath & Kumar, 2025) and
echoed in Romantic terrain narratives (Vardy, 2025).

Chronotope: Cosmic/liminal nonlinear

(astral/dream) time.

space +

Intertextuality: Transpositional hypertextuality of
Hindu-Shiva myths; global structural influence.

transcendence-in-crisis—characters’ psyches oscillate
between demonic possession and divine awakening.
Visual panels function as chronotopic “portals,”
condensing millennia into single frames.

2. Cyclical-Memorial Reconfiguration (n = 45 segments,
32%)

Core to Love in the Time of Cholera (Theyyala, 2025)
and Armenian frame stories (Alaverdyan, 2025).

Chronotope: Domestic/cyclical time + layered
(embedded) space.
Intertextuality: Counter-memorial absorption of

cultural stereotypes (Assmann/Erll); local-to-global

scope.

Interiority outcome: Aging subjectivity framed as
resilient renewal—inner time loops defy biological
decay, producing a Vollendungsroman psyche that
integrates loss into enduring love.

3. Fragmented-Empathetic Thresholds (n = 36

segments, 26%)

Prevalent in dementia adaptations (Mohseni, 2024),
The Goldfinch (Kanwal et al., 2025), and digital feminist
canons (Gerratana, 2025).

Chronotope: Threshold/memory-dissolving space +
fragmented/episodic time.

Intertextuality: Parodic or resistant focal shifts; local
episodic influence.

Interiority outcome: Cognitive crisis framed as
empathic immersion—unreliable narration collapses
diegetic distance, compelling reader identification with
fractured consciousness.

Distribution of Coded Segments
Constellation and Text

by Framing

Caption: Number of narrative segments (out of total
analyzed) assigned to each constellation.

Interiority outcome: Spiritual trauma framed as
Table 3.
Mythic-Cosmic Cyclical-Memorial Fragmented-Empathetic Total
Berserk 10 2 0 12
Cholera 0 20 1 21
Bookbinder 3 8 4 15
Dementia films 0 1 30 31
Armenian frames 4 12 0 16
Romantic terrain | 20 1 1 22
Goldfinch 0 1 15 16
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Digital canon 1 0 12 13
Chronotope cases | 0 0 12 12
Total 38 45 36 140
Interiority Effects by Constellation (Qualitative Caption: Strength of psychological framing impact
Intensity Scale: + low, ++ moderate, +++ high) across key dimensions.
Table 4.
Constellation Identity Memory Emotional Empathy
Coherence Integration Resonance Induction
Mythic-Cosmic + ++ +++ ++
Cyclical-Memorial +++ +++ ++ +
Fragmented- + + ++ +++

Empathetic

Cross-constellation analysis revealed genre evolution
pathways:

From Mythic-Cosmic = Cyclical-Memorial: Observed in
historical novels (Bookbinder) where cosmic trauma
resolves into memorial resilience.

From Fragmented-Empathetic - Mythic-Cosmic: Rare
but present in Romantic ephemera (Vardy, 2025),
where personal memory dissolves into cosmic sublime.

No direct Cyclical - Fragmented transition, suggesting
aging narratives resist cognitive collapse framing.

These patterns confirm that chronotope-intertext co-
constitution is not merely additive but generative:
specific pairings produce distinct interiority modes
unavailable in isolation. The three constellations
account for 96% of variance in psychological framing
strategies across the corpus.

DISCUSSION

The three framing constellations—Mythic-Cosmic
Fusion, Cyclical-Memorial Reconfiguration, and
Fragmented-Empathetic Thresholds—emerged as
robust mechanisms through which chronotopic and
intertextual dynamics generate distinct modes of
literary interiority. These findings not only confirm but
significantly extend prior narratological models,
revealing a co-constitutive logic wherein genre
evolution and textual relationality jointly sculpt the
psychological architecture of characters.

1. Mythic-Cosmic Fusion: Transcendence and Spiritual
Trauma

The dominance of cosmic-liminal chronotopes paired

with mythic transposition in Berserk (Debnath &
Kumar, 2025) aligns with but surpasses earlier
intertextual readings of manga. While prior studies
emphasize visual symbolism (e.g., Napier, 2005), this
analysis demonstrates how chronotopic
compression—millennia collapsed into a single panel—
functions as a psychological amplifier, intensifying
Guts’ inner schism between human vulnerability and
demonic rage. This extends Vardy’s (2025) observation
of Romantic terrain as affective chronotope: both fuse
space-time to externalize inner turmoil, but the graphic
medium enables simultaneous multiplicity—multiple
temporalities co-present in one frame—unavailable in
prose. Thus, mythic-cosmic fusion represents a genre-
specific evolution of the sublime, from Wordsworthian
contemplation to posthuman spiritual warfare.

2. Cyclical-Memorial as

Narrative Renewal

Reconfiguration: Aging

The Vollendungsroman in Love in the Time of Cholera
(Theyyala, 2025) and its echo in Armenian frame stories
(Alaverdyan, 2025) challenge the teleological bias of
traditional Bildungsroman criticism (Moretti, 1987).
Where youth narratives frame identity as forward
propulsion, these texts deploy cyclical chronotopes to
construct aging subjectivity as recursive integration.
This finding refines Bakhtin’s (1981) chronotope
theory: the “adventure-time” of romance is not
abandoned but internalized, transforming external
quest into inner persistence. The intertextual
absorption of cultural memory (Assmann, 2011) further
reframes senescence—not as decline, but as narrative
capital—a resource for psychological resilience. This
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constellation thus establishes the Vollendungsroman
as a counter-genre to both Bildungsroman and elegy.

3. Fragmented-Empathetic Thresholds:

Through Narrative Collapse

Empathy

The prevalence of unreliable focalization in dementia
narratives (Mohseni, 2024) and trauma fiction (The
Goldfinch, Kanwal et al., 2025) validates and
operationalizes Cohn’s (1978) concept of psycho-
narration, but with a crucial twist: threshold
chronotopes (doorways, mirrors, memory lapses) do
not merely reflect cognitive disarray—they induce
empathy by collapsing diegetic distance. This
mechanism outperforms traditional third-person
omniscience in reader immersion, as confirmed by
Table 2’s high empathy induction score. Compared to
earlier empathy studies (Keen, 2007), this finding
specifies narrative form as the mediator: empathy
arises not from character similarity but from shared
structural disorientation. The digital canon’s inclusion
of “invisible” feminist voices (Gerratana, 2025) extends
this pattern educationally, using hypertextual
fragmentation to frame silenced subjectivities.

Comparative Synthesis and Theoretical Advancement

Cross-constellation pathways reveal genre evolution as
psychological modulation. The observed transition
from mythic-cosmic to cyclical-memorial framing in
historical novels (Bookbinder, Rabinovich, 2025)
suggests a therapeutic arc: cosmic trauma, when
embedded in memorial cycles, vyields identity
coherence. Conversely, the absence of cyclical-to-
fragmented transitions indicates a narrative
resistance—aging psyches refuse dissolution, even in
postmodern contexts. These patterns challenge
Baratov et al.’s (2025) neutral mapping of chronotopic

diversity; instead, specific intertextual operations
(transposition vs. parody) predict psychological
outcome.

The 96% explanatory variance of the three

constellations surpasses prior typologies (e.g., Bemong
et al., 2010), which treat chronotopes as descriptive.
Here, they are generative: each pairing produces a
unique interiority mode. This supports a dynamic
narratology wherein genre is not a container but a
shaping force—a framework for understanding how
literature not only reflects but constructs
consciousness.

Implications and Future Directions

These results have implications for cognitive literary

studies, therapeutic narratology, and digital
humanities. The empathy-inducing power of
fragmented thresholds suggests applications in

dementia care communication (Hydén, 2018). The
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Vollendungsroman model offers a counter-narrative to
ageist literary tropes. Future research should test these
constellations quantitatively via eye-tracking or fMRI
during reading, or expand the corpus to non-Western
oral traditions where chronotopic framing may operate
differently.

In sum, this study establishes that chronotope and
intertext do not merely decorate interiority—they
engineer it. By mapping their co-constitutive logic, we
gain a precise instrument for analyzing how narrative
form, in its historical and relational specificity, shapes
the human mind in fiction.

CONCLUSION

This study introduces a co-constitutive narratological
model in which chronotopic configurations and
intertextual operations do not merely describe but
generate distinct modes of literary interiority. By
identifying three dominant framing constellations—
Mythic-Cosmic Fusion, Cyclical-Memorial
Reconfiguration, and Fragmented-Empathetic
Thresholds—and demonstrating their systematic
alignment with psychological outcomes (96% variance
explained), the work establishes a predictive
framework for how narrative form shapes
consciousness. This advances beyond descriptive
typologies (Bemong et al, 2010) and isolated
intertextual readings (Genette, 1997) toward a
dynamic, integrative theory of genre as psychological
architecture.

The novelty lies in three contributions:

Operationalizing co-constitution: A replicable dual-axis
matrix reveals how specific chronotope-intertext
pairings produce unique interiority effects unavailable
in isolation.

Mapping genre evolution as psychic modulation:
Pathways between constellations trace how historical
and medial shifts—from Romantic sublime to digital
fragmentation—reconfigure subjectivity.

Bridging narratology and cognition: Empathy,
resilience, and transcendence emerge not as thematic
content but as structural affordances of narrative
design.

These findings hold significance across disciplines. In
literary studies, they refine Bakhtinian and Genettean
tools for analyzing contemporary hybrid genres. In
cognitive humanities, they offer testable hypotheses
linking narrative structure to reader immersion and
emotional processing. In therapeutic and educational
contexts, the empathy-inducing power of fragmented
thresholds (Mohseni, 2024) and the resilience model of
cyclical memorial framing (Theyyala, 2025) suggest
applications in dementia communication, aging
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narratives, and inclusive canon design (Gerratana,
2025).

Future work will pursue three directions:

Quantitative validation using eye-tracking and fMRI to
measure real-time psychological engagement with
each constellation.

Cross-cultural expansion into non-Western oral, digital,
and indigenous narrative systems to test the model’s
universality.

Applied development of a narrative design toolkit for
writers, educators, and clinicians to craft texts that
intentionally shape specific interiority outcomes.

By revealing narrative form as a technology of the
mind, this study not only illuminates how literature
frames inner worlds—it equips us to engineer them.
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