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Abstract: The article examines the role of project-based learning in teaching Russian as a foreign language. It
outlines the theoretical foundations of the project method within the framework of communicative and activity-
based approaches and highlights its significance for the development of linguistic and sociocultural competence.
Special attention is given to the methodological principles of organizing project work, its implementation stages,
and the types of projects used in RFL teaching practice. It is emphasized that involving learners in project activities
fosters autonomy, critical thinking, and motivation to study the language, while also integrating linguistic

knowledge with practical intercultural experience.
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Introduction: Modern teaching of Russian as a foreign
language (RFL) is undergoing a period of active
development and transformation. The strengthening of
international ties, the growth of academic mobility, and
the increasing interest in Russian culture create a stable
demand for high-quality Russian language instruction.
Under these conditions, the search for and
implementation of effective teaching methods comes
to the forefront—methods that not only transmit
knowledge but also develop learners’ full
communicative competence, enabling them to engage
in real-life communication across various spheres of
life.

One of the most productive and in-demand methods in
contemporary pedagogy is project-based learning. This
approach combines cognitive, activity-based, and
communicative aspects of education, fostering not only
linguistic knowledge but also students’ skills in
independent work, research, critical thinking, and
intercultural competence.

The concept of “project-based learning” firmly entered
pedagogy in the 20th century, though its origins trace
back to the philosophy and educational practices of
John Dewey and William Kilpatrick. At the beginning of
the last century, they emphasized the value of learning
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through activity, asserting that education should focus
on solving real problems related to learners’ everyday
experiences [1.4]. In pedagogy, project-based learning
is understood as a form of instruction oriented toward
the independent or collective completion of a task with
practical significance, culminating in the creation of a
concrete product (a text, presentation, research paper,
cultural event, etc.).

Key characteristics of project-based learning:

e the presence of a meaningful goal;

e student independence;

e orientation toward a practical result;

e integration of knowledge from various fields;
e collaborative nature of the work;

e mandatory public presentation of the product.

In the context of teaching Russian as a foreign
language, project-based learning serves not only as a
means of consolidating linguistic knowledge but also as
a mechanism for involving students in authentic speech
practice that closely approximates real-life
communication.

Communicative competence is the ability and
readiness of an individual to use linguistic resources
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effectively in various communication situations. It
usually includes several components [2.3]:

¢ linguistic competence (knowledge of language
norms, grammar, and vocabulary);

¢ discourse competence (the ability to produce
coherent speech);

¢ sociocultural competence (awareness of cultural
norms and traditions of communication);

e strategic competence (the ability to overcome
communication difficulties).

Project-based learning contributes to the development

of all these components, as it requires students to:

¢ search for and analyze information in Russian;

¢ engage in collective discussion and decision-making;
* present results publicly;

real simulated communicative

e interact in

situations.

or

Thus, project-based learning not only consolidates
knowledge but also provides students with practical
experience in using the language.

Methodological approaches represent a system of
principles, methods, and strategies that determine the
way scientific knowledge is obtained and research tasks
are solved. The choice of a particular approach largely
depends on the purpose of the study, the subject area,
and the nature of the phenomena under investigation.
A well-grounded methodological framework ensures
the scientific validity, logical consistency, and practical

applicability of the research outcomes.
In modern science, there is a wide range of
methodological approaches that shape different

research paradigms, such as the systemic, activity-
based, cultural, competence-based, and axiological
approaches, among others. Each of them highlights
specific aspects of the object under study and offers
distinctive tools for analysis and interpretation.

Thus, an examination of methodological approaches
not only helps to define the boundaries of the study but
also allows for the identification of the most effective
ways to achieve the set objectives, ensuring a
comprehensive and objective understanding of the
processes and phenomena under consideration.

Methodological approaches to project-based learning
in RFL instruction:

1. Activity-based approach. Focuses on the learner’s
active role as an engaged participant rather than a
passive recipient of knowledge.

2. Communicative approach. Centers on developing
communication skills, with projects designed to ensure
authentic interaction among students.
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3. Competence-based approach. Aims to develop a
comprehensive set of skills and abilities necessary for
success in academic and professional contexts.

the
skills,

4. Intercultural approach. Emphasizes
development of intercultural interaction
particularly important for foreign learners.

These approaches provide the methodological
foundation for project-based learning and shape its
content.

Organizing is one of the fundamental functions of
management, aimed at creating a structured
framework through which resources and activities are
coordinated to achieve organizational goals. The
principles of organizing serve as guiding rules that
ensure efficiency, clarity, and balance in the
distribution of responsibilities and authority within an
organization.

Principles of organizing project-based learning [3.7]:

e subjectivity: the student acts as an active participant,
independently determining the direction of the work;

e practice-orientation: the project must have a
meaningful, applicable outcome;

¢ collaboration: project work is built on student
interaction;

e integration: the project combines knowledge from
different fields (language, culture, history, sociology).

In summary, methodological approaches and principles
of organizing form the foundation of effective research

and management practices. Methodological
approaches provide a conceptual framework that
guides the selection of tools, methods, and
perspectives necessary for a comprehensive

understanding of complex processes and phenomena.
At the same time, the principles of organizing establish
order and clarity within structures, ensuring the
efficient distribution of responsibilities, smooth
coordination, and adaptability to changing conditions.

Together, they emphasize the importance of
systematic thinking, logical consistency, and flexibility
in both academic inquiry and practical organizational
settings. A thoughtful application of these approaches
and principles not only enhances the quality of
research and decision-making but also contributes to
achieving long-term strategic goals.

Projects in the field of Russian as a Foreign Language
(RFL) represent an effective way to integrate language
learning with practical, creative, and research activities.
Depending on their focus, such projects may involve
linguistic, cultural, communicative, or interdisciplinary
tasks, helping learners to develop both language
proficiency and intercultural competence.
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Types of projects in RFL teaching:

e research projects (e.g., studying Russian cultural
traditions);

e informational projects
presentations, blogs);

(creating  reviews,

e creative projects (writing stories, staging theatrical

performances);

e socio-cultural projects (organizing holidays,
excursions, intercultural meetings).

Stages of project implementation:

1. Preparation: defining the goal, selecting the

topic, forming groups.

2. Organization:  distributing
planning the work.

responsibilities,

3. Execution: gathering information, preparing
materials, discussions.

4, Presentation: showcasing results.
5. Reflection: analyzing successes and challenges.
Examples of student projects:

e Creating a city guidebook for the location where
students are studying.

e Maintaining an intercultural blog with posts on
traditions and holidays.

e Organizing a virtual tour of museums.
e Preparing a theatrical performance in Russian.

Projects in the field of RFL teaching play a crucial role in
making the learning process dynamic, interactive, and
meaningful. By combining linguistic, cultural, and
creative components, they help students not only
acquire language skills but also deepen their
understanding of Russian culture and develop
intercultural competence. The variety of project types
and stages of their implementation ensures flexibility
and adaptability to learners’ needs, while concrete
examples demonstrate the practical value of such
activities. Ultimately, project-based learning fosters
motivation, collaboration, and independent thinking,
making it an effective strategy in RFL education.

Project-based learning is an effective tool for teaching
Russian as a foreign language. It combines theoretical
and practical elements, fosters communicative
competence, and develops independence, critical
thinking, and teamwork skills.

The project method meets modern educational
requirements, as it ensures practice-oriented learning
and equips students with skills applicable in real life.

Modern teaching of Russian as a foreign language (RFL)
is increasingly shaped by innovative methodologies
that address the needs of a diverse and global student
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audience. Project-based learning stands out as one of
the most effective approaches, as it unites theoretical
knowledge with practical application, fosters
communicative competence, and develops critical
thinking, collaboration, and intercultural awareness.

The methodological approaches and organizational
principles discussed in this article provide a solid
foundation for designing and implementing successful
projects in RFL. They ensure that learning is goal-
oriented, practice-based, and student-centered, while
also promoting integration of knowledge from different
disciplines.

By engaging students in meaningful, creative, and
culturally relevant tasks, project-based learning not
only enhances language proficiency but also prepares
learners for authentic communication in real-life
contexts. Thus, the project method fully meets modern
educational standards and contributes to the
formation of independent, motivated, and competent
language users.
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