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ABSTRACT 

This article explores the distinctive treatment of space and time in the novels of Franz Kafka and Vohid Hamdam, 

focusing on their innovative narrative techniques and thematic depth. Both authors employ space and time not merely 

as backdrops but as dynamic, symbolic elements that shape their characters' experiences and reflect broader 

existential and cultural themes. Kafka’s fragmented and oppressive spaces mirror the alienation and absurdity of 

modern existence, while Hamdam’s culturally rich and layered settings highlight the interplay of tradition, memory, 

and individual identity. By examining these dimensions, the study uncovers how artistic space and time in their works 

transcend physical and chronological boundaries, offering profound insights into human existence. 

KEYWORDS 

Franz Kafka, Vohid Hamdam, artistic space, time, existentialism, cultural identity, narrative structure, symbolism, 

modernism.

INTRODUCTION 

Artistic space and time are central to understanding 

the narrative and thematic architecture of literary 

works. In the novels of Franz Kafka, a pioneer of 

modernist literature, and Vohid Hamdam, a prominent 

figure in contemporary Uzbek fiction, these 

dimensions take on unique characteristics that 

transcend traditional literary conventions. Both 

authors manipulate space and time to explore 
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existential dilemmas, cultural identity, and the human 

condition. 

Kafka’s works, such as The Trial and The Castle, are 

characterized by labyrinthine spaces and ambiguous 

timelines that reflect the absurdity and alienation of 

modern existence. In contrast, Hamdam’s novels, 

deeply rooted in Central Asian cultural and historical 

contexts, imbue space and time with a sense of 

memory, spirituality, and collective identity. This article 

examines how these authors transform space and time 

into narrative tools that not only shape their stories but 

also invite readers on an intellectual and emotional 

journey through physical and metaphysical landscapes. 

Franz Kafka’s novels stand out for their intricate and 

multi-layered representation of space and time, which 

serve as both physical settings and profound 

metaphors. The spaces in Kafka's works, such as those 

in The Trial and The Castle, are not merely backdrops 

but dynamic and oppressive environments that shape 

the characters' experiences and reflect the broader 

absurdities of modern life. In The Trial, the protagonist 

Josef K’s journey through fragmented and disorienting 

spaces like courtrooms, offices, and dimly lit 

apartments mirrors his psychological descent into 

alienation and despair. These spaces are imbued with a 

labyrinthine quality, evoking feelings of entrapment 

and futility. Similarly, in The Castle, the titular structure 

looms over the narrative as an inaccessible and 

enigmatic presence, symbolizing unattainable 

authority and the futility of human striving against 

arbitrary powers. 

Time in Kafka’s novels is equally elusive and disjointed, 

departing from conventional chronological structures. 

This non-linearity heightens the existential anxiety that 

permeates his works, portraying life as a series of 

events devoid of clear meaning or progression. Days 

and nights often blur into one another, creating a 

timeless quality that reflects the inner turmoil of 

Kafka’s characters. This temporal ambiguity serves to 

emphasize the alienation and absurdity of existence, as 

characters are trapped in a perpetual present, unable 

to move forward or find resolution. 

Kafka’s use of space and time is further enriched by his 

symbolic and modernist narrative techniques. The 

oppressive bureaucratic environments depicted in his 

works are not just physical places but metaphors for 

dehumanizing societal systems that strip individuals of 

agency and identity. Time, on the other hand, is fluid 

and often disorienting, representing the futility of 

human efforts in the face of an indifferent universe. 

Through these symbolic representations, Kafka 

critiques the societal and institutional structures of his 

time, exploring themes of guilt, alienation, and 

existential despair. 

In addition to these thematic elements, Kafka's 

manipulation of space and time reflects broader 

modernist concerns with the instability of meaning and 



Volume 03 Issue 12-2023 156 

                 

 
 

   
  
 

American Journal Of Philological Sciences   
(ISSN – 2771-2273) 
VOLUME 03 ISSUE 12 PAGES: 154-159 

SJIF IMPACT FACTOR (2022: 5. 445) (2023: 6. 555) 
OCLC – 1121105677  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Publisher: Oscar Publishing Services 

Servi 

the fragmentation of human experience. His works 

challenge readers to navigate complex spatial and 

temporal constructs, mirroring the disorientation and 

uncertainty of modern existence. By transforming 

space and time into dynamic narrative elements, Kafka 

not only redefines their role in storytelling but also 

provides a profound commentary on the human 

condition. His unique treatment of these dimensions 

continues to resonate, offering timeless insights into 

the struggles of identity, power, and meaning in an 

increasingly complex world. 

Vohid Hamdam’s novels are deeply rooted in the 

cultural and historical tapestry of Central Asia, where 

space and time intertwine to create narratives that 

resonate with a profound sense of place and identity. 

His settings, whether rural villages, ancient cities, or 

sprawling landscapes, are not just physical locales but 

living repositories of memory, tradition, and heritage. 

These spaces are imbued with the echoes of history, 

reflecting the region's rich cultural ethos and shaping 

the experiences and identities of his characters. The 

physical environment often carries layers of meaning, 

acting as a bridge between past and present, and 

allowing the narratives to delve into themes of 

collective memory and cultural continuity. 

Time in Hamdam’s works is characterized by a cyclical 

and fluid quality that contrasts sharply with the 

fragmented and disjointed temporal structures seen in 

Kafka’s narratives. Drawing inspiration from Eastern 

philosophical and spiritual traditions, Hamdam 

employs a sense of temporal cyclicality that reflects the 

natural rhythms of life, the passage of seasons, and the 

enduring nature of human experiences. This approach 

to time serves as a narrative framework that 

underscores the interconnection between the past, 

present, and future, reinforcing a sense of continuity 

and resilience. In doing so, Hamdam's works explore 

the themes of legacy, renewal, and the eternal flow of 

life, offering a counterpoint to the existential 

fragmentation often associated with modernist 

literature. 

The spaces in Hamdam’s novels are not merely 

external settings but carry profound spiritual and 

symbolic significance. Physical landscapes frequently 

mirror the internal struggles and growth of the 

characters, serving as metaphors for their journeys of 

self-discovery, morality, and personal transformation. 

For instance, a character’s movement through an 

ancient city may reflect their exploration of cultural 

identity, while traversing a remote village might 

symbolize a return to one's roots or an encounter with 

the timeless wisdom of tradition. These landscapes are 

imbued with a sense of spirituality, often drawing on 

regional mythology and folklore to deepen the 

narrative’s emotional and symbolic resonance. 

Hamdam’s narrative style further highlights the 

interdependence of space and time, as he weaves 

intricate connections between the physical world and 
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the metaphysical. The cyclical perception of time in his 

novels is often mirrored in the recurring motifs within 

the landscapes, such as rivers, mountains, or pathways, 

which serve as metaphors for continuity and the 

eternal interplay of human experiences with their 

surroundings. This approach not only enriches the 

thematic depth of his works but also situates them 

within a broader philosophical and cultural discourse. 

Ultimately, Vohid Hamdam’s treatment of artistic 

space and time transcends the conventional 

boundaries of narrative, creating a multi-layered 

tapestry that reflects the essence of Central Asian 

cultural and historical identity. Through his nuanced 

portrayal of space as a repository of heritage and time 

as a cyclical force, Hamdam invites readers to reflect on 

the enduring connections between individuals, their 

history, and the landscapes they inhabit. His works 

offer a narrative journey that is at once deeply personal 

and universally resonant, making his contributions to 

literature a compelling exploration of the human 

experience in its most profound dimensions. 

 Despite their differing cultural and historical contexts, 

Kafka and Hamdam share a common ability to 

transcend the literal meanings of space and time, 

transforming them into profound narrative tools. 

Kafka’s disjointed and oppressive spaces contrast with 

Hamdam’s harmonious and culturally rich settings, yet 

both authors use these dimensions to probe the 

human condition. Similarly, while Kafka’s ambiguous 

timelines evoke existential despair, Hamdam’s cyclic 

temporality offers a sense of hope and continuity. 

CONCLUSION 

The uniqueness of artistic space and time in the novels 

of Franz Kafka and Vohid Hamdam lies in their 

remarkable ability to evoke complex emotions, 

intellectual engagement, and profound existential 

reflections through innovative narrative techniques. 

Both authors, though rooted in vastly different cultural 

and historical contexts, employ space and time as more 

than mere narrative elements; they transform them 

into dynamic constructs that shape the essence of their 

storytelling. 

Kafka’s works reflect the alienation, absurdity, and 

disorientation of modern existence through 

fragmented, oppressive spaces and ambiguous, non-

linear timelines. In novels like The Trial and The Castle, 

Kafka’s spaces are labyrinthine and claustrophobic, 

symbolizing the incomprehensible and dehumanizing 

forces of bureaucracy, authority, and societal norms. 

These spaces trap the characters in a state of perpetual 

struggle, where meaning and purpose remain elusive. 

The ambiguous treatment of time in Kafka's narratives 

further intensifies this existential despair. Time is fluid 

and often disjointed, with no clear sense of 

progression or resolution, mirroring the internal chaos 

of Kafka’s protagonists and the broader existential 

uncertainty of the modern world. This innovative use 
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of space and time as both literal and metaphorical 

constructs underscores Kafka’s critique of societal 

structures and his exploration of the human condition. 

In contrast, Vohid Hamdam’s novels present space and 

time as deeply intertwined with the cultural, spiritual, 

and historical heritage of Central Asia. His settings, 

whether ancient cities or pastoral villages, are imbued 

with a palpable sense of place and identity, reflecting 

the collective memory and traditions of the region. 

Unlike Kafka’s fragmented timelines, Hamdam’s 

narratives emphasize the cyclical nature of time, 

drawing inspiration from Eastern philosophical 

traditions that view time as a continuous flow rather 

than a linear progression. This cyclical temporality 

allows Hamdam to explore themes of renewal, legacy, 

and the interconnectedness of past, present, and 

future. His characters often navigate landscapes that 

are as much spiritual and symbolic as they are physical, 

with each journey reflecting an inner quest for identity, 

purpose, and harmony with their cultural roots. 

Together, Kafka and Hamdam demonstrate the power 

of space and time to shape narratives and engage 

readers in profound explorations of existence. While 

Kafka’s works resonate with the disorientation and 

alienation of modernity, Hamdam’s narratives 

celebrate cultural continuity, memory, and the 

enduring connection between humanity and its 

environment. Their contributions transcend the 

boundaries of their respective literary traditions, 

offering universal insights into the complexities of the 

human experience. 

The innovative approaches of these authors continue 

to inspire and challenge literary conventions, 

reaffirming the enduring significance of space and time 

in storytelling. By transforming these dimensions into 

active narrative forces, Kafka and Hamdam open new 

avenues for understanding the interplay between 

individual and collective identities, existential 

struggles, and the philosophical inquiries that define 

human life. Their works remain timeless, serving as a 

testament to the transformative power of literature in 

capturing the essence of human existence across 

diverse cultural and temporal landscapes. 
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